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BISHOPS. , 
| OR 


' A SHORT DISCOVRSE, 


WHERIN IS PROVED THAT PRELATE 
* CALL JuA1lSDICTION, Is NoT OF DivylNEg 
Inſtitution, but forbidden by Chriſt himſclfe, as Heatheniſh, 
and branded by his Apoſtles for Antichriſtian ; wheria 
alio ſundry notable paſſages of the Arch-Prelate 


& - 


of Canterbury in his late Booke, Intuuled, A t 
Relation of a Conference, &c. are by the h 5 " 
way met withall, V4 #- rye Ve 
Sad. os 5 Pn. 4 
Mart F 20. 25326. 


| Teo ſaid to by Diſciples, ye know that the Princes of the Gentiles exerciſe donids | 
mon over them, and they that are great exerciſe Autbority upon them : But i 
aw to amng yes : But aboſcever wilbe Greats among you , let bym bg 
Four Servant, 


| x Joh. 2. 18, 19. FA, 
t Even & thore are many Antichriſis: They wene owe from ws,but they were not of wild - £84" 


BERN. 
Pralati Pilati; non Paſtores, ſed Impoſtates. 
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Princcd inthe Moneth of Nevember, 1640, 
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OCT 2 7 1944 


THE HIGH AND 
HONOVRABLE 


COURT OF PARLIAMENT, THE 
NoBiLITIE Aud GENTRIE NovyY 
Aſſembled in both the Houſes, Grace, Mercy 

and Peace be muluphed, 


Re 0 ST Noble Senare, and night worthy Pattiotr, who 
both feare your G © Þ, honour your King; He 
who truly honours you, and dayly prayes for a bleſſed 
ſucceſſe of thi your Meeting , hnmbly preſents you 
bere with a Cauſe , which well weighed m md- 
'tureſt judgements , may prove one of thoſe greateſt 
Parliament Buſineſies , which your moſt pious and prudent tbh 
and Conſultation! are taken up withall. When you have peruſed thi 
short Ds(courſe concerning Prelaticall Authority, whence it u, and 
af 1t thall appeare by cleare evidence of Scripture, juſtly compared with 
therr Pr.laticall properties , and prattiſes , that they are the Seed of 
Antichriſt,che Myſtery of Iniquity; « more then Heathenith T'y= 
rannv over Soules, bodies, and eſtates ; a meere enmity (but under the 
veile of Hypoeriſie) agamſt Chrift, againſt bu Word, againſt bu Mi- 
niſters againſt by People, and the Salvation of their Soulee; yea againſt 
the peace and proſperity of Cial States, by their Fattiow and Seditious 
prattiſes, and the lIrke : Your Wiſdome, your Piety, your Jeale for 
G OD, your Leve to Chriſt, your Loyalty to your King, your tender 
compaſſion towards yeur poore Country, your Chniſtian care of your own 
Soules, and of your Poſterities, will all of them call and cry for a ſerious 
Conſultation, and aſpredy reſolution what # 19 be done herem, «s Far 
| AZ U 
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The Eprrsrus; 
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EET 
HAIST, $ of Vnder- 
_ ſending, the $piris of Councel and wy . the Spiriref Kenoyo ledge, 
and the Feare of the Lord : that Antichriſts throne being quite caſt 
out, and Clariſts alone ſet up , the King pun efblubed i perpe- 
tual Peace and Broſertyto himſelfe 1 Rojall Poſterity , "tall the 
nib Him, whe 5hall put 4n end to Vis and Kynflante; and. 
af that trny ſerve him ber » Shall razgne for aver- 


Your Honours and Worfhips 


Faithfull Oratgy till death. 


LORB 


LORD BISHOPS. 


NONE OF THE 


LORDS BISHOPS. 


CuarrTeEx I. 


Of the State of the Queſtion; Whether Bizbopsbe de jure di- 
vino, of divine Authority * 


ax, F Bizbops, or Epizkopos, Fpiſcopi, fo called, ſo 
AR commended inScupture, we doubt not, bur 
they arc de jure dirzno. But what ate thole 
By1bops ? Not Dveceſan Lord Brabops , {o com- 
monly called, For of ſuch we no where read 
ot in Scripture ; as we ſhall tully prove anon. 
But thoſe, whom the Scripture calleth Epiſcopos, are Preſbyrers, 
or Miuſtersof the Ward, lawtully Called , and let over their 
ſeverall Congregations reſpeRively. Such onely are Bruhops 
ure divine, Burt as for luch, as are Katagreiti\ves, abulively ſtv- 
led Bibops, to wit, Dioceſen or Lord Ba1hops,there is nor fo much 
as any one footſtep of chem in che Scripture, And thertore 25 
theſe have not the true Nature and Calling of a Scripture- E1- 
i: So neither ought they to uſurpe the Name and Title of 
Bishop. But as they are of humane invention and sſt11ution onely, 
yea of bumane preſumption (as old Father Hreromelauh) and not 


of divine Inſiututren : So let them be known by ſuch FRY 
onel 


TF'nidevits 


” 


) 


Lord Big hops, 
ogelv, 25mm hath giverthem,as namely Plates $cc,.. Prelats, 
or Prelates are fo called , becauſe they are preferred , or rather 
refeire them ſelves before and above others,thatare Gon s 
Miniſters. And thus chey participate of ghe Prelacie of the 


. 


* 2.Theſ. 2.4, Great Antichriſt ; who.ivthat. * «þerciroments ( as the Apoſtle 


ty 1&s him ) he-rba/ exalts binſelfe, above all chat n called God. He 
is alto called in the ſame place os 4 ntzheimenes, that Adverſay, 
called by lobn, © Antihyittos, that Antichriſt, to wit, that Adver - 
ſary againſt Chriſt. And agreeable hereunro 4s thar other Tule 
of Prelates,namely Antiſtes 1n the [atine, which they 4ncerpret 
« witneſſe : but it may rather be derived trom the Greek; Ants 
1s not ai atine Prepolſitien, bur Greeke, and Kgnifhes agarrft, 
Ye 2; Anſtes, is one thatitands againſt; and it may aniwere to 
Ant1itarattts, one of the adverſe Faction, or on the contrary ſudeg 
as all Prelates are Antiſt as 1aftai, adverſaries «gainſt Chnſt, or Antt= 
ebrijis, which you will; as will turther appeate Bur we will 
coment our ſelves with the Title of Prelate in this our whale 
enſuing difcourlg, as being none of the Soripeure- Bubops. | 
Now concerning Prelates, the learned Papiſts themſelves are 
not, Cannot be relol ved, that they are jwre drvencyot divine mnſts- 
tution ummedia!cly, bur onely at the moſt medgiately, deriving 
their Piclacic trom the Pope, asall his Canonized Saints doe 
their Saia:-thip ; 13ving, that the Pope hath his Supremacie 
qure droim, both as Chriſts Vicar, and Peters Succeſſor: bur afl 
Prelates detive their Prelacie from no further a Fountaine,then 
the Pope, as from the well- head, or the Head of the Hierar= 
chicall body, which gives them theur lively motion , as the 
Head to the naturall merabers, This very point of Prelaticall 
Jurr{diction was canvated and controverted in the Councel of 
Trent, ancd held by ſome learned there, to be but jure Pontificio, 


'/ 
7 ictlre , . 
Hiſtor, Concri#, | p miticiay Authority refident inthe Pope : whom there- 


tore they call Patr:m Parrumn, the Father of Fathers , as being 
the Father of the whole Paternity of Prelates. And our Prelates 
ot Erg/and may remember, that till Hen. $. caſt the Pope out of 
F.,vg/and , the Prelates held all their. Juriſdiftion trom the 
Pope, andtheir Authority was but tranſlated trom the Pope, 
tothe King , Soas pailing from one man to another , tt was 
mcerlv humaze ft}, And the great Primate, the How Cham= 
10not the Church of England as he beares himſelte 10 his 'a'c 
1 ok \ his Kelatien of the Conference, contefſerh thus much, That 


$ Conference among theſe 'to wit, 4 Brebeps in their feverall Dioces, as there 
f2g- 176, 177+ he names them ) there wes e;7 tual ſubjettion reſp: thuely grounded 


an 


Chap.t nane of the: I, © 3. D $  Brobops. 
"Canon and Poſitrve Law in rheir ſeveral Quarters, Where® 
by effetiual ſub; cftion he meanes ſubjeHion of the Prelgtes in every 
Prevyince to the Arch. Prelate, or Primate : then he confeſſech 
that Archiprelanccalf Iwrijdiflon is grounded upon. Canon and 
Poſitive Law , and ſo conſequently not.upon the Holy Scrip- 
tures ,as being jure divine. And thus much he confeſſed in vpen 
Court at the High Ccmmſſien at Doftor BASTvvICKS 
Cenſure,that no one of the Apoſtles bad 1ursſdiizon one over another; 
and fo conſequently not an Arch-Prelete over other Prelates, 
fere dro, bur onely jure C:nenice, © Pofurrvo, by Canon and* 
Pojutrve Law. Arch-Prelates therfore have no Juriſdiftion by di-- 
vine Inſtitution. Orif he meane it of pram of Mmniſters in 
every Dicceſe to their Prelates reſpe#ively, that this alſois ground- | 
6d upon Canon and Pofirive Law : though (o he ſhould ſay truly, 
= 10 fo ſaying » he ſhould centradict himlelte, as where he 
ith ellewhere, That Chriſt thought it fitter toageverne the Clan 
(univerlall) Arsftocratically by From, , rather then by one Vice- Roy, 


As much to ſay,rather by many Popes,then by one. Andthu(laith Conſe. pag-200.- 


he I belecve to be true. So as he makes it an Article of his Faith, 
T har Prelates are jure divino. Yet but alittle betore in the fame” 
Page-ir 16 n0t certaine that the whole Militane Church 1 a K ingaane : 
for there are no meane ones (ſaith he ) which thinke our Savicur Chriſt 
teft the Church Militant in the hands of the Apoſtles , and their Suc 
* ceſſors, in an Ariſtocraticall, or rather mixt government, &c. So as 
what others, and thoſe no meane on:s Thinke, the Prelate beleeves. 
And the Government , which ſome thinke , and he beleeves to be 
Ariſtocraticall, he underſtands to be Prelaticall, which ( ſaith he} 
1s Ariſtocraticall, or rather a mixt Government. What meanes he 
by a mixt Government * Namely,partly Ariſtocraticall and partly 
Monarchicall; for of thoſe two hethere ſpeaketh. His meaning 
then is, that a Prelate is in part in Monarch. But where doc we 
find that Chriſt thoughe it fireſt to Governe bu Church by Prelazs, 
thatthe Prelate is ſo confident to belceveit 4 Itfeems he is one 
of Chriſts Cabinet Counſellors , that he is ſo intimately privie 
to his chorghrs. For ſurely Chriſt hath no where left the imprel. 
fion of any ſuch thought of his inhis writeen-word. Bur I tup- 
pole the Prelate doth-but preſume ſo, or charitably beleeve Chroſt 
thought ſo. Me thinks he ſhould not fo beleeve 1t , as ro write 
upon it, 1 beleeve tby true; Bur thas (I ſay) this faith of his 
overthrews the credit of his former Saying, That Prelates with 


therr effe uall Subj ettin, are grounded upon Canon ,or Pofitrze Law, Confer, fag 


end ſo have no Authority from Chuilt (as the Prelaze a lutle betore 
__ | affirmeth f 


# Cenfey PZ. given, Burt how then is ie, that forme few  * pages þefore he: 


, prove a Drviue Titke,or Authority out of the Volumes of humane 


hone of the IL © 3. $ Biceps: Chap. 
affirmeth) of whar ferce is his Cawn £ For-there ſpeaking of 
the Pope heſaith, Ney owt of all doube, 'ts norths leaſt reafan; why! 
de fafto \ be hath fo little ſmcceſe ,) becanſe de jure rations power! 


taith, that ſorne one muſt be Ordine Primas,co avoydconfrſiant and 
he ſpeakes there of the Rem me Prelaze.. It 15 then of neceſſiey, that 3 
there muſt be one Ordine Primus ts avoyd confuſion in the: Ca 
tholick Chtrrch Whlitene (which cl{whene he makes to be wiſhble) 
aud Hi-rarchical, or Prefericalt)ehen did not Chrrft leave formuchs 
expreſt in writing,bur ro Canomand Pofierve Law! But perba 
Chriſt thenpbe ut beſt : and rhe Prelate to beleeves, Thus we to 
here is Sorkkag, bur Ridd.cs, Ambiguities, and Contradifti- 
ons,or Enterteerings with onr Prelare. What courſe then thalb 
we take for a cleare reſolution of the Queſtion , That Prelates 
(as marnny (toon 5h gure dromo © Certainly, if they be © 
Jure divine , they muſt ſhewgood proofe for it inthe written 

word of God. And to this Rule we muſt hold them, and co this | 
onely. For it wereto tread an endlefle maze , to goe about te 


writings,or Eccleſuaſircall Hiſtories. 'T hey can tell us de fatlo what 
*hath been : bur that Prolates are de jure divine, that we muſk | 
{carch for in the Sacred Records of Divine writ. If there we 

tind it, well and good : bur if there it be not,but the contrary 2 
then all humane writmgs are 1n this point to be rejected, as of no 
credit ,or value. Come wethertoreto the Scripture, which 
will clcarely tell us what Chrsſt ehoughe of this matter, 


Cnay. II. 


7 


. Whercin is proved, That CHR1ST expreſly condemneth al 
Prelacic, 'or Higrarclue » « flatly foriddwig ut to by Apoſtles 
and Diſciples 


ATH. 20. 29,&c. Then came to him the Matber of 
7ebedees children, with ber Sons worshiping him, and 
deſiring a certaine thing of ham. And bs. Y"; uno her, 
| what wile thou 4 She- ſaith unto him , Grant that theſe 
my two Sonnes may ſit the one on thy ryght band ,- and the other on thy 
lejt in thy Kimngdome. But Jelus anſwered and ſaid Ye know not 
Ga! je aſke. Are yr able we dranke of the Cup, that 1 thall drank of 
an 


\ 


Chap.Z. none of the LOADS Bichops, 


nd to be baptiſed with the Baptiſme, that I am baprifed with * The 
ay unto him! we are able. And be ſaith unto them , ye thall drink* 
4ndeed of my Cup, and be baptiſed with the Baptiſme , that 1 am bap 
riſed with : but to ſit on my right band, and on my left, u not mine i 

grve, but it 1halbe given to them, for whom it u prepared of my Father. 

And when the ten heard it, they were moved with indignation ainſt 

the two brethren. But Jelus called them unto bim, and ſaid, Ye lnow, 
that the Princ2n2of the Gentles exerciſe dominion over them, and they 

that are great exerciſe authority upon them. But it thall net be ſo among 
you : but whoſoever wilbe chiefe among you, let him be your Servans. 

Even as the Son of man came not to be naniſtred unto, but to miniſter, 

and to give by life a ranſome for many. 

In theſe words , as we ſee the mind of theſe , as yer carnall 
Diſciples : So on the other fide we ſee the mind of Chriſt , and 
what he thought of Prelacy. For Prelacyis that,which they make 
ſuch a ſolemne ſuir for. They ambitiouſly affe& Cathedramn, a 
Prelates Chaire, or Throne : they make ſuit to fit, and that in the 
moſt prime Sear,on the right, and left hand of Chriſt, And theſe 
ewo ſuiters were Chriſts Kinſmen, James and lohn. A faire mo- 
tive for promotionto a Prelacy. For as the Saying is, FH 


Dicere vn, Preſs? De ſanguine Preſuln eſto, 


Wouldſ theu have Church Dignitee f 
T hc Prelars Kinſman thou muſt be. 


Or according to thoſe old Verſes: 
Nratuor, Eccleſias, bu Ports, itur ad omnes : 
Sanguins, & Simons, Preſals, atque Dei, 
Prima patet Clarts : nummats altera : Charny 
Tertia, ſed rar janua quarta patet, 


Through theſe foure Gates all Churches wayes are trod 
Of Birth : of Simon: Prelate : and of God. 

The firſt fer Nobles : nexe for golden worth. 
For Prelates Kin, the third ; tor tew the fourth. 


Theſe two brethren would enter into the chiefe Cathedralls 
by the gate of Nobility, as they are Chriſt; neere Kinſmen,and 
{o deſcending of the blood Royall. Andin hope the better to 
ſpeed , they get their Mother to ſpeake , who with Chriſt was 
not a little gratious, Burt __— the abſurdity of this hot 
| : ute 


* 


” Mark 9.32 
buke g. 454 


Lotd Biebops, Chay.2; 


Flirt (for Chriſt told then, ye kntow not what ye ache) they comic in 
as unfſt aſeaton , and upon as unſurable an occaſion for ſucha 
fuit,as poſſibly could be. For is the very next words going be- 
fore, Chriſt had but newly told them of kis Deathart leruſalem, 
ſaying , Behold we goe up to Jeruſalem , and the Son of man thalbe 
betray:d unto the Chrefe Prieſts and Seribes , and they sball condenm 
him to death : and shail delrver him to the Gentiles to Mocke , and ts 
Scourge , ana to Crucifie him, &c. Andin the next words they 
come to make theic ſuit." Nor onely here, but in other places 
of the Euangeliſts this is conſtantly noted of the Diſciples,that 
when Chriſt was tellingchem of his ſuffering, and death, they 
were ft1ll harping upon this ſtring , which of chem should be the 
greateſt. As we may read, Mark 9. ver. 30.t0 34.and Li, 9, 
ver:4 3.to' 46. Yea Luke 22.) when they were at the Laſt Sup. 
per, and Chriſt had newly told them, that one of them zhould be 
fray him, they were inſtantly againe ac their phr/oneikza, a hotly 
contending about Prelacy : as ver. 21.to 24. As it they would 
contend , which of them ſhould berray nm. So as ſtill they 
cook as bad a Sealon for their ſuit,a5 might be. But in Mathew 
(Chap .'20. 19. ) Chriſt told them! 2lfo of his Reſurretiton, 
which might give hima faire hin: tor their ſuit. Buc alas, 
"=D Soules; they as yet ® underſtood noching art all,either of 
1s Crucif mg , orot his King aga;me. And againe 1t 15 to be 
noted , that atier the Lord was niten againe , and they had re- 
ceived the Holy Ghoſt, they never made any ſuch fur, or had 
any ſuch contention, or «mbi:zom among. hemſelves. Lhea they 
were become other men , never ſv muck as thinking of afty 
ſuch vanity, as a Prelaty ; they now ſaw, that Chriſts Kindome 11 
its EIN admicted not of Prelaricall Chazres. to ſit 
at their eaſe, and to injoy their pomp, pleaſure, and riches of 


the world. Their contention was then , which ſhould be the - 


greateſt in paines taking in his Miniſtry , and in undergoing 
greateſt afflitions tor Chriſt, and the Goſpell, and in winnin 
moſt Soules ro Chriſt; and the like, Bur {I fay) before Chri 
was riſen aggine , they were carnall , carnally minded , they 
dreamed of aremporall, and worldly Kingdome,wherein they 


would be chiefe. And ſuch a Kingdom indeed is that , which 
hath Chaires of Prelacy, and Preeminence, ſuch as they blindly 
aymed at. And yet as blind as they were, their * Conſcience 
made them aſhamed to confeſſe to Chriſt what it was,that they 
reaſoned of by the way; for they had bcenat it >» ghxh of chem 
could be the greateſt, 


® Mok9-33» 
$4: 


Well, 


—— 


«a a. it OS ao Yr S@£©c oo oc a a vo a= 44. 


Chap.2, - noe of the Lokps Diihops, 

Well,we have heard of their ſuit : now for Chriſ{s Anfirera 
Ye know not ({airh he) what ye arke You know not the nature of that” 
Kingdome of mine, which in thu world 13 not # Kingdome of extemal 
pompe, glory,ana greatn ſſe.but a Kindeme of grace, bumility,patiences 
and wholly Spmicuall ; a Kingdome net of eaſe and pleaſure, as to ſie in 
Chaares of State , but of pames-taking » of labour and travell m your 
Momniſtxy, of contempt of te world, and of ſufferyng marafold offlitt- 
0nz,and even death w-ſelfe, for my Names ſake. And therfore Chriſt 
addeth here : Are ye able todrinke of che Cup,that I drinke of ? &C. 
Aud they anſwering : Weare:he addes; Ye shall mdeed arinke of 
ebe Cup, and be baptiſed with the Bapriſme, that 1 am baptiſed with : 
that 1s » you muſt thinke of other mutters , when you come mto my 
Kingdome , then of any ſu.h worldly greatneſie #s y/ u dreame of ; yet 
muſt prepare your feet for the fetters , your backs fer the whip , your 
bebz-s for bunger and thirſt, your bodzes for nakedneſſe, your ftomacks 
80 drinke and digeſt the butter Cup of death, and to be dipped over bead 
1d eares wn floods and Seas of afflittions. Are ye able to doe thi 
Alas, poore Soules, as yet they were novrces in Chrifts Schoole) 
they would be of the higheſt torme , before they had learned 
the very firſt Prinaples of the Catechiſme, or the A,B, C. of the 
Croſſe of Chriſt. 

Burt, faith "Chraſt, Ye shafl drinke of my Cup,&c. that is, after ye 
have fullfilled your yn Courſe , and ſuffered affiiRions, and 
drunke deaths Cup , and therewith have been baptiſed, then a plac# 
zhalbe proved for you in my Kingdome _ ſuch &s my Fatber bath 


appointed for you , and for all my Diſaples , ſo as in zyhom the greater = 

wnprovement of the * Talents of Grace , commuted to your truſt , u* Luk-19.16s 

found, the greater prefertpent im Glory he 1ball have, each according to 17,18, 19. 

bys proportion. yet ſo , 4s every grod and farthfull Servant , shall enter Math.25.16, 

mto bu Maſters joy, un 4 whoje preſence u the fullneſſe of joy, and 4t 17518,&c. 

whoſe right hand there are pleaſures for evermore. But for any ſuch + Pſal,16-1 3s 
108 


thing «s you aike, #t u not me togipe , I have no ſuch C | 

from my Father tobeſtow upon you any ſuch thing, as worldly Prelgey ; 
#bat" 5no part of my Kyngdowne, nor of the «dnwuſtration thexeof. But 
all that are found faxthfull 1 the Kywg dome of Grace, thall m the King- 
dome of Glory fus with me at my Fathers night hand far evermore. 
Whereas nn the contraty , ſuch gs turne my Kengdome of Grace into a 
Kongdome of Pleajure, pride and 2aſc, as they due which hunt after,ond 
vj0y jy whos of thegnorld, zo 8þ1ſe1 ſay , + Weto you that 


t Luks.24, 


Fre nich for you hage received your Cenjo(ation, Jhhe toy0u thet axe full: 25530? 


fer you #hail hunger. . H/oe to you that {qwgh now : . for ye, chell mourne, 
end Weege : Woe unto you whenall _ Hall Peake wall of you : fo ſo 
2 as 


Y Luk: 4 67- 


s Plal.3.18> 
T3. 


i lan. }. 15. 


Lord Bithops, Chap.2. 


did their Fathers to the falſe Prophets. Hence we may note by the 
way , that Chriſt applyesthis his whole Speech to ſuch eſpe- 
clally as are falſe Prophers, that wallow in eaſe and pleaſjwe, as we 
know all Prelates doe; who therfore ſhall be ranked among the 
voluptuoms and ſalacious gates at Chriſts teft hand when he ſhall ay 
unto them, Goe ye wm &c, For as one ſaid, Qui Pralatum 
quarit m terry, invewtt confuſionem in Cals. He that tecks Prelacy 
on earch,ſhall find contuſion in heaven. And we ſee here, that 


. Chriſt hath no luch Prelacieto give ; he convinces his Dyſciples 


of great blindaeſſe,in ſuch their ambition. Chriſt then to be the 
Author and giver of any ſuch Prelacie. Prelacie therfore is not 
ſure divino, as from Chriſts Ordinance, For Prelatie alwayes is 
aicended with 2 long Silken Traine, goodly Palaces, rich reve- 
news, great Grace rm Princes Courts, and what not, that the 
world canafford s Quo jurethon 2 From wl.at Title doe Pre- 
lates hold © Namely, trom him who ſaid * All theſe things are: 
mine, an4to thoſe that will fill done and worship me, I give x 2a : 
that is » Al that will be Prelates, an1 ſo wil! be my Servants in op- 
preſſing Gods Word, im perſecuting Chriſts Saints and Miniſters, 
mm exeraſmy their Lord'y Inr8Gittion over the Confciences of (Gods 
people, capttumy thun with mumyfold Ceremonies of will- worship, to 
ths deſliruttim of Chrilts Kingdom: of Mans Salvation, and of that 
biverty from all $pirituall bondage , the redemption from which coſt 
Chriſt bs beſt blood : to thoſe I will give rich Prelacies, goodly houſes 
and Palaces,a Princely Traine and Ketinue, a Lordly Revenew,and all 
the pleaſures and contentment s,which the world can afford. And thus 
we have found out the very Source of this Egyprzan Nilus, the 
prime Auchor , and Patron of all ſuch Prelacze , as falſely pre» 
tends its Title to be de jure divino , yea even trom Chriſt um 
le}fe. 

I: followerh in the Text ver. 24. And when the ten heard it, 
they were moved with indignation agaimſt the two brethren. Oblerve 
here of theſe Diſciples, as yet carnall, ſome are ambitious, and the 
reſt enviow., For all of them before Chriſts Relurre&ion, were 
ambitious of Prelacie;, as we read in the place forecited. So as 
hence we 'may note,that ſuch as affeR,and are ambririow of Pree 
lacie, they are carnall men, which _ the things of the flesh, 
worldly minded, ſuch as the Apoſtle ſpeaks of, that $ are ene- 
mies to the Croſſe of Chrift , whoſe end u deſtruRion , whoſe God # 
their belly , whoſe glory # un their chame , who mind earthly things. 
They have a wiſdome indeed, bur Þf fuch as is not from «bove, but 
s earthly, ſenſuall, and develigh; as lames ſpeaketh, Andy heres 

upon 
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upon ſpeakes he it 2 In the former verte he had favd, If y- hav 
butter envying and ſtrife in your hearts, glory not, and ly not againſt :|.0 
eruth, And this was the wiſdome ot thele carnall D./crples, they 
were ambi:gow , and envirow one agaioſt anorher ; vea they did 
a'pganalyem , ſtomack and maligne one,another 1a che point of 
Prelacy. For ambition and emy are two'inleperable ewmnes , like 
thoſe of Hypocrates, thev are borne togeth. r, lime together, 2nd dye 
together. Andas lamesin the former place addeth , For where 
ent.ying and ſirife u,there 18 confuſion, kat pan phauion pragma, and 
every evsll worke, Now to apply this to our Prelates : what men 
in the world more ambitzow of Prelacie, and more enviou one 
againſt another ? In thoſe Primitive times , at the firſt Councel 
of Nicz, what bundles and fardles of complarnt; did thoſe Prelates 
bring one ag 210k another 9? and all his arole f om their ambie 
tron and ore, each l<cking precedency of his Sea betore ano- 
ther. And the hre,was lo kingdledy that had not Conſrantine the 
Empervur cauled all cle Bilts ot complatars to be calt intothe 
re coge:hcr , i hed been enough to have ſer all the world in 
a con:buſizon. And the Prelate of Canterbury in his faid Book con- 
tcfſerh , that the ench drffrentry was 19: acremmodate the plices and 
grecedenct.s of BaVops an:ong themſelves. And atterwards, what a 
hot ſhrre was beeween tobn of Conſtantmopleand GREGORY 
ef Romegtor the precedencie of cherr Seas, and tor the Supreme 
Headſhip it ieite © And heretotore between the Prelates of 
Canterbury and Yorke tor the univerſal Mectropelitanrhip over all 
Englana © 
But let us further hearken to what Chriſt ſaith + But Ieſi;s 
called them nnto hum, and ſail, Y: know that the Pronces of the Gene 
tiles exerciſe donamon over them, and they that are great exerciſe att» 
thority over them, But it hall not be ſo among you. And Luke ex» 
oeefiech itthus : TheKmgs of the Gentiles exerciſe Lordsh1p over 
them,and they that exerciſe authorutie upon them,are called BenefaHtore, 
But ye sba'l not be ſo. All 15 to one effect. Which 15,Chniſt here 
forbids his Drſctples ro exerciſe any fuch Domumon, or Aubortity, 
or Lordsh4p, cither over oneanother, or upon his Church, as 
Hearhen Princes doe uſe over their People. And this he ap- 
lies torheir ambition of Prelacie, which Prelaci he ſamples and 
parallells with the Dommon , Authority, and Lordshup , which 
Heathen Princes exercife over their people. Thele words of 
Chriſt are fo expreiſe and full ,- that Belſarmme hath no other 
Shitt to ward off the blow, but to ſay, that Chriſt here forbids 
tus Diſciples the exerciſe of all Temporal Authority and Juriſe 
a3c1on 
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difton, ſuch as Heathen Princes uſed , but not of ftiritxal! Do- 
mmion and Lardslsp, Authority,and jursſd1Fzon over the Church, 
But it is more cleare then the Sun , that Chriſt forbids here to 
his Diſciples a'l manner of Domunion and Lordship either over 
one anotheror over the Church of God, as over Gods Miniſters 
and Pcople. Firit, tor Lordship over one another, the ſaid Arche 
prelate of Canterbury conteſſerh Chriſt gave them nope, And ſe- 
condly, tor Lord:hip over Gods beritage,the Apoſtles themſelves 
atterwards bori d:iclaimed in themielves , and condemned 1 
others ; as we ſhall ſee hereafter. And bv the way, by Beller- 
munes own confeihion, all Temporall Lordſhip,or Goyernmcat 
15 condemned.1n Prelates. | 
Bur now tor our Prelates : Q' jure doe they de fafloexerciſe 
{uch Authority and Dominion,tuch Lordſhip and Juriſdiftzon 
over Gods Niiniters and People, as differeth nothing at all 
trom the State of t4cathen Princes*® 'T his Chriſt expreſſy for- 
bids to his Diſciples ; and therefore ſuch as doe ir,are none of 
his Diſciples, nor yet any oi their Succeſſors. But they will 
ſay, They are Spiritual Lords , and exciciſe a $pwritnall Lordship 
over the Church. Bur this bare I itle of $ pirituall, 1s too ſhort 
a cloake ro cover the nakednefſſe of fo poore a ſhift. T hey call 
themlelves Sprituall, when they arc the moſt carnall men in 
the world, hus did thoſe fa'ſe * Apoſtles , deceutfull workers, 
transforme themfclves mto the Aj oſtles of Chnft. Thus Anthriſt 


12. 
- + 2Th:ſs.2.3, himleclfe, whom the Scripture intitles + the Man of ſfinne, and 


the Son of perd;t10n, will falve all, by Styling kimſelfe, Holy Fa- 
ger, yea Holineſie ut ſelfe. Bur to come a lictle more cloſe and 
home to our Frelates,thole Spirituall Lords : wherein doth their 
Sparituall Domunton and Lordsl4p differ from that of Heathen 
Princes £ For tuſt, they aſſume the Title of Prince to them- 
lelves, as the Arch-prelace in High Commiſſion moſt bravel 
and boldly alledged Fſal. 45. 16. tor which he borrows Bel- 
larmines Gloſſe. Prmices then they muſt be. But what Prin- 
ccs © Spruuall. Nay by their Lordſhips favour,they are Tem- 
poral Lords ;For how els come they to fit in Parliament cheek 
y jowle with the Princes and P eers ofthe Realme 4 Anddo 
they notin all points beare the Image , and repreſent Hez- 
then Princes 1n their State and 'Dominion © Have they not 
their Stately Palaces,as they ? Have they nut their Attendants 
and OGgcers of their Houſe, a+ they -? Dae they not goe 1n 
Purple, and vcarler, Sil kes and Velvers,and five /mnnen,aud faire 
&clacronfly every day, as they £ _ Have they uot their roars and 
ICEIS, 
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Officers, their Tipſtaves, Lifors, and Prifons, as they ? And 
doethey not excerciſe their Authority without ſ{ubjefion to 
any humane Law, and intcheir own Names, as abſolute, and 
independent Lords , as thoſe Heathen Princes did £ Thus 
have they nor with the Beaſt 7 their Syre) inthe * Revelatzon, 
made a perfect Image of the firſt Beaſt , to wit, of the Heathen 
Emprre, from top to toe, whoſe whole forme and State of Do-» 
minion they ſet up in their Pre/atrcall Hierarchie* Doth not rhe 
3 Beaſt, which cometh our of the earth, having ewo bornes like 
« Lamb, but ſprakes as a Bragon (which is the Papal Hierarchie) 
exerciſe all the power of the firſt Beaſt before him ( namely of the 
Roman Emperour there deſcribed ) ver and canſe the Earth , with 
all that dwell therein ro worth p the firſt Beaſt , that is, to ſubjzeR 
themſelves to the Throne and Authority of the Hierarchie, 
which is now inveſted with an abſolute, fmperia!!, indepen= 
Gent power , which yer thes blufh not to aficme to be : are dr- 
vino, and from Chriſt himſelfe ? How can any thing be more 
diametrically conrrary co Chriſt's words here , It $þal! not be ſo 
- among you ? Yes (ſaith this Shameleſſe Beaſt, it fhalbe fo with 
us, and this hnperiall j nysſdtflion) we doe and will exerciſe over 
the People. As they doe indeed. 

Yea tncie Sprieu:l Lords do not only exerciſe all the power 
of the firſt Beaſt, as of Heathen Princes over the bodies 2nd gondy 
of men, by »mpniſoning,fyning, midoing of Men and their who!e 
Familics ; vea and faggorting alſo the deare Saints and Servan:s 
of God, orely by a preuty coweyance , making the Civil Mas 

iſtrate co be their executioner , as che High Preefts having con- 
, Chriſt, delivered him over to the Secular Power, to 
Pilate. he Roman Governour : bur they alfo uſurpe and exer« 
cilc a mOIt tranſcend-nt and Tyramicall Dominron over the Soules 
and Conlciences of Gods people , as whoſe Canons and Conſti- 
eutions (eventhcir whole Canon Law, written m 6/o0d, ignite 
ed by their red Inke , like to Draco by Lars, which for their 
cruelty were layd to be written sn blood: are moſt cruelly | mare 
upon the peoples ſoules for a tull conformitie to all thoſe hremans 
Rites and Ceremonies of their will-worehip in their Divine Ser 
vice ,aS they call it, A bondage infinitgly more body and cruel, 
then that of Gods people of 01 Wes che Egiptian Ta-kmeſters, 
And yer, aotwickſlandiog all theſe things - 15 this their Lordly 
and Princely Juriſdiction jure Divine, from Chriſt * Or are Pre- 
latesherein the Apoſiles Succeſſors * Were the Apoſtles ever luch 
Princes* Livedthey in ſuch Palaces? Kept they ſuch ans ©"? 
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D. they impreſon, perſecute, and undoe Gods Saints ? Did they 
make any Canons, or Laws for will worship © Did they prelle 
ſo much as any oneragz2e of a Ceremony of their own devi- 
{ing upon the Conſcieacc of any of Gods people * Nay did they 
not expreſſly torbid , and condemn it 4 Not as Lords over Gods 
Herit:ge, lauth * Peterto the Preſtyters. Not as hat#ng dommaon 


$ 2 Cor.1.24. over your Faith,(aitli Paul to Goas Muniters and People. Ye1 
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this was alto one branch of that Dominton, which the Hea- 
then "Einperours exerciled over the people , namely to force 
their Coalcienles in matters,of Religion. | Darius made a De- 
cree,that none should make any requeſt to Gog or Man for 30. dayes, 
fave to the King alone : $ Nebuchadn. 77r proclaimes Jor Comes 
mndment , that all ſhould fall downe and worehip bu go!den Image, 
And lulzanthe Apoſtzta would torce the Chriltians to offer [a= 
grifice to his Ide/s, or at leaſt to calt but a little wcenſe upon t he 
fire before them, And ſuch as refuled, were ſorely perſecuted, 
prunubed, yca put to death. And doe not the Prelates exerciie the 
like Dominion over mens Soules (l lay) evento the utter un- 
doing and ——— thoſezthat retuſe to ſubmir their 
necks to ſuch an An:ichriſtian yoake ? Nay doe they not faſt 
Chaine to their Tyranny aH Miniſters , that take thei Oath of 
Canonicall ebedience, even 2s T cmporall Princes take an Oath of 
Allegiance of their Subjefts * Oily here 1s the difference, the 
Subjects are by their Oath buund to the Prince , to obey him 
according to Geds Law, and the Laws of the Land : but Prelates 
by impoling the Oath of Canonicall obedience , doe exact of all 
Minilters abſolute and unhw ited obedience, to all cheir Canons, 
not onely thoſe in being ( althuugh they be both contrary to 
Chriſts Law, andare not authoriſcd by the Law of the Land) 
burto whatſoever other Canons they ſhould in time frame and 
compole. Which was one great Coale, that hath cauſed the 
Smoaking out of all the Pre/ates out of our neighbour Coun- 
ercy. Tous we ſee, that the Prelatey , IOY the like, yea 
ercathciame Authority and Dominion, which the Heathen 


Princes uſed in all points over their People, are here flatly and - 


eipreſy forbidden by Chriſt himſelfe : So as their Prolace is 
ſo tar-e from being jure divino, of divine Authority, as that itjs 
an open relel!1on azamſt Chriſt and his Kingdome y and a ver y 
trampling of his words under their feet ; But #t shall not be fo 
among you. 

Againe, for the words in Luke, The Kings of the Gentiles exe 


wereiſe Lordship over them, and they that exercſe Amtharity upon them, 
are 
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irs ry But ye thall not be ſo. Ye thall not be called 
euerg6tai, Beneſaltors, or Graciow Lords, as ſome Tranſlations 
render it. In which word or Title Chriſt forbids all ſuch Ti - 
fles to be afſumed by his Apeſtles, as are Heacheniſh, or ſuch as 
did,fer forth the magni ficence , pompe and Stare of Heathen 
Princes, or ſuch Titles, as the Scripeare duth nor give to Gods 
N Now it was not unuſuall with the Heathen to call 
their Kings, who were the greateſt ryrants, and oppreſiors of the 
People, * Benefattors,or the like, in flattery of them. Thus they 
did mncrnſtave vitie, parget, or roughcaſt their vices; as the Poet 
ſpeakes. And it ſeems the Popes learned of the Heathen this 
aſhion of changing of their Names: as,if he were deformed, 
ro call him, Foreſn : if cruel, Clemens, &c. But for Prelates, 
are they not called Euergetz , Benefaflorr , yout Grace , your 
money be gy; moſt Reverend Father in God, My Lord, My 
Reverend Dueceſan , My Patron and Benefaflor, Our Metropolitan, 
Primate, My Ordinary , and many ſuch like deviſed Titles , no 
where to be found in Scripeure, but ſerving to bolſter out their 
- Pontificiall pride * All fuch Titles Chriſt forbids to his Diſ- 
 Giples here; as elſwhere alſo, 4 Be ye not called Rabbi : for one i 
your Maſter, even Chriſt, and all ye ave brethren. And call no man 
—_— Earcl (ſuch Fathers as Prolates are called) for one 
your Father which # in heaven. Neiwuber be ye called Maſters : for 
one n your Maſter, even Chriſt, 
Bur the Prelates will ſay, Dyſtingue tempers, Diſtinguiſh the 
times: the Apoſtles were poore , the Church was then but m the In- 
fancie, Swadls rr, proc : but now we that are 
the Succeſſors of the Apoſtles , are men grown, and know how touſe 


th;and now promoted to be Princes ,thoſe titles, riches and $ 
hr w_y are but ſutable to our 2 and ſerutceable to our 
Principality : Then was then : and now 6 now. Thele things ſome 

reat Pontificians and Popes themſelves have alledged. Bur 


and celling him plainly and freely of all his Pontificiall Pom 

and hew unlike therein he was to Chriſt and his es; 
faith, Salicer fic fatitabar Perrast fe raulus ludebat ? Did Peter 
I pray you doe thus * Did Pavlplay ſuch play * $5 andere di- 
oere, Dtrnomum gs 5g rr wo : If I durſt ſpeake it, 
theſe are the raſtrves of Devils , rather then of the Sheep. 


Honors totum datum datur, SanRitats nibil aut parum : All is given 
ty honour,but lictle,or os hohlnefls. But he P_—_ 
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emard, who was one of their owne, — to Pope Engeniu, _ PY 
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allegariou as I fayd before) A!ſir;unquiunt ,tempors non convent ; 
What {ſhovid holinctſe doe, lay they * Iris noc ſuiable for our 
times. T hus Bernard. Dp ae” 

But we need gue no {urther, then to the Pamer, whom the 
pcp< fer 2 worke 12 his Galle y-to draw the xiftures of peter 
and eau: who having painted their faces bluſhing redde , and 
the Pope coming 1n to lee his worke, aud asking uim, If peer 

* +N1 Yau! had LuCh redde faces , becauic ke had fo parted them 3 
No,puoth he , but if they were here now, and did behold what a glo- 
19ws , rich and magni. nt Succeſſor they have , they wonld blusb as 


1edae,as now-jou ſee their vithures doe. Aud his Hohaclle was very. 


well plealed with the Pamters Conceu , to ice himlelte-a bra 
ver man, then ever poore Peter and Pawl were, whole Succel, 
for notwithitanding he boaſts himiclfeto be. For what els, 
4ut a Sweet Fable, doth the Pope make of the Grfptl, as him- 
ſelte (aid ? Andfſurcly we cannot thiake, that Prelates, who are 
the limbs of this great Beaſt,are cf any other Spiritzthea Aches 
$ſizcal/, (ugh as the Head himiclte is of , and which he hach 
derived to his Members. Lo © 
Well ,tutherto we have heard Chriſts Sentence concerning 
Prelacy 1a the Church,and that negatize/y,denyed to his Apoſtles, 
#5 aching beathemsh and camail ; and 40 which turnes Chriſts 
$pirituall Kingdome into a mecre carnal and temporal, yea 
oy and heathenzsh Kingdame. Bug 1t shall not be ſo among you... 
go Prelates (as betore 15 noted) are none of Chriſts Diſcples,and 
thesr Prelacie, or Hierarchy none of by Inſluuton or Ordinance, but: 
flathy forbidden and condenmed by bm. Now a word of the affirma= 
tive part of his Anſwere , wherein he ſhews what manner of 
mea his true Diſcspler mult be, 

Verſe 27. &c, But whoſoever wilbe great ameng you, let bum be 
your Miniſter : and whoever w/be chiefe among you, let bym be your 
Servant : The Summe is : Chriſts Apoſtles and Diſcapler muſt be 
humble men, and Servants to their brethren , not Lords over them. 
Forcheſe two are oppoſed one to the other : Prelacy 1s for 

roud men : humilzty tor Chriſts Diſaples. Chriſt s Diſcaples theny 
and Prelates cannot ſtand together. And pride 15 not the way ta 
come to ſit the next.co Chniſts right hand, but humility, He that 
is moſt bumble, (halbe exalted to the greateſt honour. As Chriſt 
ſaich here,whoſoever wlbe chiefe among you ,/ed bun be your Miniſter, 
or Servant. I hat's the way td be the chiefe, b., 
Laſtly,in the next words , Chriſt ſets himſclfe for an exam- 


ple ; Evens, laith he) tbe Son of man came net be mnyſtred untozbue. 
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to mmiſter, and to give hu life a ranſome for many. And the Servane 
# not above by Lord. And\as Chrift humbled himſelfe below all 


men : So for that cauſe God hath bughly exalted him, and given bim Phil,2. 6,y,$1 


a N anne abwoe ery Nomneythat mithe Name of Jeſin every hnee thowld 
bew, &c. that is os Chnijt made brinfetfe the Servant of all, So God 
hath made hers nog" the Lord of all : this 1s that Name above every 
Name; So as [n this Rame to bow, is not an bypoeriticall and Sus 
— bogring oft the knee of the body, when ever the bare 


ame leſs 15 named , when the Naine Chrift ts nothing res ; 


ded : burir 15 an acknowledgement thar leſis Chrrit rs the 
Lord and Inge of all , tothe gloryof God the Father ; Is chere the 
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501, which was in Chnift Iſis. '] hus cruc hunluey is the way co 
bonotr in Chriſts Kengdome : he that fies loweſt at Chriſts footſtools 
here, ſhall ſic higheſt ar his right band 11 heaven. So 25 this is not 
fach an bumelity,2s was m the Mouke,that alwaves went hang» 
ing dowd his head ,. untill at lengeh he cameto be Prior , and 
then being asked,why now he l:eld up his head: he anſwered, 
I have wow found the Keys of the Covent. Nor as of another, that 
bemg a Frier , would cover bis Table with a piece of an old 
Fiſher-ncc, ia roken of hrs knwndity : but coming to be Abbacr, 
he cat awav his Net; and being asked why, he taid, I have now 
taken the Freb. Neither are Chriſts words {0 to be taken, as the 
Pope files humlelte, Serra Servorunm Des, Servant of the Ser 
yancs of God: under which I tle he hath made hamiclte Dome- 
mu Nommaniuum, [Loud at Lords. Nor becauſe Pope Gregory 
was the tirſt, char ſtyled himſe:te Serv Serrarum Des, and his 
nexe $uccellor bur one , Boniface 3. got the Tice of Vaiverſals 
Eprſcopus, eravertall,Biſhop : therfore Chriſt requires ſuch an 
banmaluy,.as ay mes 2t temporatf promotion. 'Bur he 15 truly humble, 
that denesbemſcifr, and tramples on the worlds preferments, 
preferring Ohrijts rebukes before the rreaſures of Egypt, and to ſuffer 
«ffliftions with che = #f God, rather then to myoy the pleaſures of 
fanne for 4 ſeaſm. T his1s that humitty, which brings us to that 
Recompence of Rewad, to fit at Ehriſts rigbt hand. And thus much 
of Chrifts words, wherein he declares bus mind touching Prelacy, 
fo a5 he never thong bs 1s fiereſt:10-governe bu Church by Prelates , as 
thefaid Ave/ mow wed to bely hmm , = -. ” =_ 
pheme rm T hartore che Friorareby is no Inſtamon of Chriſt, 
{0 aor jwre devino,of divine Authority, F 
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Cnay. II. 
Fhherein ſundry paſſages of the Prelate in b# ſaid Booke , for the 


mainteynance of by Hierarchy , «nd ſo for the diſabling of the 
Authority and Evidence of the Holy Scripture, ere met #uball, 


tiſe or * Seftjon of his Relation , of almoſt 15 Sheets of 
paper, —_ he excremely abuſes _—_ oy 
Sufficiencie e of Scripture, 2s wanting ligh of 1x i[clte 
to-thow itro be the ——— tunial as | Arhirn, af Tradst torn 
of the preſent Church doe light *. And for proote hereof he ſaith, 
that God in bu Providence bath kindled in xt no light for that. Thus 
belying and blaſpeming Gods Providence. It thalbe ſufficient to 
name and note this onely, for the preſent, the confuearion there - 
of requiring a larger diſcourſe , then this of mine will admit. 
+ Confer. pag. Againeghe ſaith, $ If chere be a jealouſie or doubt of the Senſe of the 
257» Scripture, wemuſt reparre to dhe Expoſition of the Pramityve Church, 
wid: and ſubmit to thas : or call , and {ſubmit tea General Councel, &c. 
Now , if he ſhall quarrel this Scripewre , and theſe words of 
Chriſt forementioned , as being cither jeatowor doubefall of the 
ſcale thereof : and ſo ſend me to the Promuerve Charch , or call 
me to a General Councel , for the determination of thus point ; 
what fhall we ſay © For in 130 caſe can he yeeld the Scriprure the 
honour ro be ſole Judge of controverſies in fareh. And for the 
Prumuive Church, whieh he meanes, namely that which came 
atter Chriſt and his Apoſtles, that ( he willfay) had Bizbops , or 
Prelates, And for a General Conncel , that by his own verdidt, 
mult conſiſt of Prelates, and ſo then ſhalbe Judges intheir own 
cauſe, Therefore herein I muſt tell him plainly : that, firſt, for 
the Prinutive Church, which was that of the Apoſtles, neyer any 
one of chem was a Prelate or Dixceſen Bizhep , as we ſhall (ce 
more anon, Secundly,the next ages of the Church ſucceeding 
that of the Apoſtles, knew no ſuch Lord Bizboys, or Prelates, as 
they beganto yer Pls, ol iframe repeoovedchem, and 
e to get Prelacies, old Hi ; an 
ſo did others. yy hirdly, never any Generall Councel yet conclu- 
har pt Prelates were juze divewo. Fourthly,For a Generall Coune 
cel now to be called for the determining of this controverſigg 
which muſt conſiſt onely of Prelazes : 1 deny them tobe com- 
prion Judges in this Calc, For by the Prelazes own OT" 


Or concerning the Scyipexere, he hath writ a large Tree- 
[ $8.26; FE 
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. No havenghotobeburh oyent Indge in bi own Cauſt. And pag. tg" 
I 


again,the $ Prelate iS to0 and Canonical l,in tying all men 
to the deciſion ot a Generall Councet, and to yeeld unto 
it » yea altbowgh it determine a matter errorz0us m8 the Fanth, Now 
then if 2 Gewerall Councel of Prelates ſhould determine, that Pre» 
kites re jure divme, although ict be errenzrs,yet according to the 
Pr-lates Rule, all muſt yeeld obedience, and ſubmit thereunto. And 
then we are gone, if we commut this matter to a Generalt 
Councel. 

Bur we will pafſe by chefe , and come to fome other of his 
paſſages tor his Prelacy. Hefaich , # 1 Lelerve, Chriſt thought i8 
ſinter to poverne the Church Ariftocratically by Diverſe , rather then 
by one Vice- Rey, Aud thoſe Drverſe, he makes to be Prelates, os 
Hzerarchs, or rather e3. Now except he wersly beleeve 
that Pretatezare the beſt, men in the world , how can he bekeeve, 
that Chriſt chought it fineſt ro pov: rne bu Chymch by them? For 
Ariſtecratie 18 aGovernmcnt of Te beſt men. Anil, Opumi, and 
theretore called Optimates, moſt honourable for their vertnes Bur 
are Prelates (o * Doththeir extreme pride, ambition covetouſneſie, 
volupeuouſn: ſe, idlenefſe, hatred and fuppreſſg of Gods ward, pork 
curron of Gods Maenyſters , oppreſſion of Gods people, even all thar 
prefeſſe godlaneſfe, and extreme both wy uſtice and cruetey withour 
all Law or Conſcience in Cenſuring poore mwmocent ſoules that 
- my tym _ LLES Free hor vertves make them to be 
the men for Chriſt to thy teſt, by whom to governe bus 
Church * uuleſſe in this Chrtvioke thinke it ficceſt : 
Ao hes uner manifldemalo of fie 2nd pron 

zalwayes under © »0 + 
as being the exerciſes of all that will live godly in Cha lo and 
the way, tarough which they muſt goe ito the Kr of God : 
therefore tor thus yery cauſe , he might chinks & fo to ſuffer 
Saran to (er up Anticrbift in the Tempje of God ,, with, his Traine 
of Prelares , who ſhould provethe moſt vengable Inſtruments 
of perſecuring and oppreffog Gods erne ebildren, of all other men 
in the world. And thu | beleeve tobe true. And againe, bbeleeve 
obute be trmealſo , that Chnift it fitteft to governe his rrue 
Church Ariftocratxcally, that is, bythe beft men, becauſe he hath ſa 
expreſſcd himiclfe in his wad. Why * Where 5 and who be 
thoſe beſt men 4 Let my Lord Prelate have patience , and I will 
ſhew hum a cleare frhis my faith; ſuch as he can never 
thew for his blind faieh. Thoſe beſt men , that Chriſt thought is 
Ktteſt to governe bu Chunch by , are the ſeverall Manijterss righel 
| q 
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quali fed, and {awtixly placed over their Severall Congregations 
refpeficvely. Aud they arc called both Prexbyrens, and Epſcops, 
Prerbyters ox Elders, and Querſeers, or (a5 Prelates Lallely ttyle 
themclves) Bizhopr. But how ate thele 85 aruda,the teft men © 
Becauic Chrift requires firch to have che qualities of the beft 
wen, What be choice 4 Full, luch a Be:bop, or Qv:»ſeer mult be 
blamelrfje : the bruxbard of one wafe ( not whertore one tyed from 
Marriage,yhach 15 for Annchriſts Preeſts) vigilant, ſober, of good 
behaviour given to heſþitality apt tg teac b,not groen to wwe, noſtrikey, 
not pree ty of filthy Iucre + but partent, not a braw'/er, noe covetow,& Cc. 
And in Tuw : Not iſe-n4/lcd : not jocn angry : 4 lover of good mew: 
#+b-r, juſt, hoy, tempcrate, holding faſt the farthfull word thet be may 
be able by formd dottrine , both to exhort , and #0 conmunce the gaine= 
foyers. Such theretore , as call themſelves the boely Brobeps, ro 
exercide Lordshep over many Magaſters and Congregattons ,, and 
are d, beady, krgb nunded, tovers of pleaſures, more then lovers of 
God , enacll ſirchers with thew Hrgh-Conmuſſion-weapons , ſooue 
angry; and never appaſed againc, not lorers, but perſecuter s of good 
_ amen ; NOX fuUch as hola faſt te wholeſome word ,, but ſrppreſſe 1t all 
they can, forbidding orhers to comunce the gameſayers, as thole of 
the Armman party, and the 1ike ; and. cutiwgoft the Earesot 
thoit Mwonjters , that ſhould daze to reproge the Prelates notors- 
ous pretiifes and atrempry, in letring up a faſt, Ido/atrow, and 4n- 
chrijtan Re'cpron tor Chriſts Relegron , and fuch like 7 fuch (I 
fav) how can the Prelze beleeverto be of thoſe verſe , whom 
Chriſt thauple u firreſt ro proerne by Church by. 

_ Againe, another paſiage «4 bs, is thys: * She the Charch of 
Fngland) bekeeves , That our Savieur Chriſt bath left in bu Church, 
beſiles ba Law-besk;, the Seruprure, viſible Magsflrates and Indges, 
that » Arch. bz ops, and Brzhopr, tmdrr a greciow Keg, to governe 
both for Truth and Peace accordiug.te the Scripture , and ber owne 
Cans 21d Conftituremy; as atfo choſrof rbe Carhdlich Church , winch 
coſe not the Serypruve , and the: jnft Lawrof the Realmie. So the 
 Frelate. | 

- Jathenext paſſage before , the Prelzve makes profeſon of 
his own Faich concerning Chr:fts thought tor Prelareall Govern» 
mer? : and here he tells ns what.ts ahe Fawh of the. Church of 
Englond vbout the fame new Artietrot. Reba ' And not un» 
Likely ir is 5 that rhe Prolanat Charch of Emgknid ts of the fame 
belrefe with her learhe 4 Champen, and great \Merropo/ttan. Bur 
the faith both of the Preleve and his Church , 1n this point, s 
8959310 uſly erryniae; as both is proved betore, and _ che 
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Prelatts own words here will ſufsciently convince of faſhood, 
For farſt, Clni/t lett none © ( when he went into heaven) bur His 
Apoſtles and Diſciples, fuch as he intpired with his Spine, to m- 


rf. 


ſtruct and governg by Church. Bur the Prelatea * Ittleatter con-*% Ihad, 


teſſeth,that one of thete viſibre Indges, Arch-bs: beps and Brihops, 
are infallible. 'T herfore Chriſt lett no ſach Iudges; and when he 
went into bearenthere were no Prelats extant,nor et hatched; 
and chertore Chrift cannor be ſo much as tbovght > much leſle 
belerved, to have left any ſuch vifible Indges, as the Prelate men= 
tioneth. Secondly, it cannot be ſafe to belerve, that Chriſt left 
any ſuch to be vi/ible Inages in matters of faith and Religion, who 
are in their judgement not onely erronion , but in their «ffeftions 
maticiow 2g21nit Chriſt and his word, and his trife Church, Forthe 
univerſall and conftant practiſe of Prelates (and efpeciallyever 
fnce Antichriſt hath been exalted infhis Throne ) mn perſecutn g * 
the Protcitors or the Golpell , doth proctatme them to be ot 


the malignant Church, and of $t he bendwor any that where of $ Gal.4.2 % 


Babylon , whole (ced doth perſecute the tree Church and Chul- 
drenof Ged : amd therefore Cimſt would never appoint ſuch to 
be v/ible InJges in matters of Faith and Religion im his Church, 
TT hicdly, the Prelace in making ſuch wftvle Indges befpdes Chriſts 
Law- bocke, the Scripeure (as he ſaith ) deth hereby deny and exclude 
the Scripture. from bring the Sole Indge in all matters of Faith and 
Religion, And the Church of England formerly betore this her 
Metropolitan tarred wy ) was Of this belrefe , that the Sc: iprerre- 
was the Sole tndg&and Rule of Farth , and admirred of no other 
hudges to fit on the ſame Bench with ie. This the many learned 
works of our Engliſh Divines, vet exrant, can abundantlytes 
fine. Therfore except the Church of England hath loſt her 
wits 4 and hathno more grace left her , then the grace and faith 
of Canterbury : ſhe cannot be ſo madde-2s ro belecve Chriſt left 
any ſuch veſuble tudges, as her Prelate ſpeakes of. Fourthly, it 
can never be beleeved of any ſenfible man, much leffſe of any 
even common Chriſtian , that Chriſt would leave notorious. 
hypocrites to be Indges 1n matters of Rel1gron , who under a faire 
prerence of Trath and Peace, doe labour utterly t o deftroy both 
Truth and. Peace in his Church. As here, the Prelate names 
Truth and Peace, as the end of his Hierarchicall Government : but 
his practiſes doe prove him to be the greateſt enemy both of 
Truthand Peace , that ever Sate in the Chaire of Canterbury. 
For firſt, tor Truth(as the Truth of the DoRrmes of Grace, lavd 
down inthe Articles of Relrgion of the Church of England hath he 
805 
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notin the Declaracion before thoſe 39 Articles ( bur fer forth in 
the Kings Name : for all muſt be , under « graciois King) baffled 
:r,making the Articles to {peake nonlenſe , or in the language 
of the Delphick Oracle , ambiguous , that may þe taken either 
way as favouring the Armimean, aſwell as the Ortbodox; ſo as by 
this meanes , his nia Crew may prove their Hereſies out 
ot thoſe Articles, alwell as the Orthodox, can the Truth. Is this 
enſivle Indge then for Trurb > Againe,how doth he ſuppreſle all 
preaching of the Dofrines of Grace, by ternfying Mmaſters in all 
the Viſceations of theſe viſible Indges ? So cleare itis , that he 
governes for Truth, 

Secondly,tor Peage. What Peace, | pray vou, hath cither the 
Church, or State of England had, fince this Polypragmartick be- 
gan to ſtirre and fickle both in Church and State © Nay what 
Peace hath the Neighbour-Kingdome had,lince his Arme hath 
been imped our , to put his hot coale under the Eves of that 
Church alſo. So as now, when Scotland burnetb , is't nottime 
for England to kokg out, and to calt on water, and to quench the fare 
not with more fire,to conſume all, but by quenching the coale, 
that both firſt kwndled,and {till fomenterh the lame © Thus we 
ſce what a r here is under 4 Gratiows King , for Truth and 
Peace, But, tittly, he addeth, According to the Feriprane, This 
is ſomething. And yet as goed as nothing : for he immediate- 
ly annexeth, Aud ber own Canons and Conſittutions. Canons,cnough 
to batter the Scrapture : and Conſtitutions to undernune and blow 1t 
up. For what Screpture can ftand in any force , where his Canons 
come © And much more , where theſe Canons of his Church of 

land ve (econded by his Catbo'icke Church : Wherein his 
Church of Eniglend, and that of Reme, are become (according to 
bis *® own words) one and the Same Church, of one and the Same 
Faith and Religion. And thus indeed, the Church of England may 
enter Common with Reme in her Canons, as namely in her Ca- 
ns Law 7 and {0 make Corpu Conomicum the Rule whereby to 
governe this new Corporation of the Two Churches now be= 
come one againe. So as let but the Canens of the Church of fng- 
lend be ſeconded with thoſe of her Prelates Catholicke Church, 
and then all Scripeare is gone #m Common Law. So vaine is it,that 
with Scripttrre he names and yoakes his Canms of England and 
Rome, by which his Figures of value, he conjures the Scripture 
within the circle of a meere Cypher Bur,Sixily,he concludes 
with chis qualification : which croſie not the Scripture, and the juſt 
Legs of the Realme, But firſt, tor the Scripture, who ſhalbe d —_ 
whether 
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whether the Canons doe crofſe ir? Who but the Canon-maker? 
and Canon-maſters, the Prelates 4 And will they trow vou turne 
the mouth of their own Canons againſt themſelves ? Nay their 
Canons, though never {o croſle to Seriprure, yet are like ro Da» 
ras his Decree, which though againſt che Screprwre, \yet rather 


_ thenit ſhalbe broken , Danze! mult to the Lions denne , to try 


whether the Lions, or the Kings Decree be more crucll. Sa 
the Prelates Church Cathbelich Canons are like the Laws of the 
Mecdes and Perſians , all the Damels in che world ſhall rather te 
the Lioms denne, then the Canons be reverſed. To give bur one 
inſtance for many : 1 hat Canon De Heretibu comburendy , Of 
Buruing the Hereticks ( whick 15 one of thoſe ſpeciall Canons 
of his Catholick Church, and a molt damnable Canon , as any in 
all the packe; and ſuch , as it Chriſt and his Apoſtles were ngw 
upon the earth, and did Preach as once they did, they ſhould 
by vertue of chat Canon be broughe to the Stake , as Chriſt was 


by the High Prieſts * Law to his Crofle) that Canon. ( | ſay JF Ib, 19-P 


though it crofle the Scripture ( as being againR all trac Chiſhe, 
ans, whom this Caron calls Hereticks, and burnes for the Scrip- 
eure-lake ) yet ſhall ic not be for ever 1n force, ſo long as there 
is one Hereticke remaining upon the tace of the. earth , and one 
Pope, or Prelateto diſcharge the Canon ? 
hu: the Prelate addes, And the juſt Laws of the Rea/me : If the 
ſaid Canons crefle not the juſt Laws of the Realme; T his is as good, 
as the tormer,and no better, For what Laws of the Realme doth 
he account juſt 2 T hoſe, that croſſe any Prelatxall praftiſes,and 
Anti:hriſtian lawlefle courſes of his Spiritual Courts ? Surely 
thoſe are not to be rarke among the juſt Laws of the Realme 
thoſe muſt nceds be unjuſt Laws, which are made to reſtraine; 
the lnfolencie and Lawlefſe proceedings of Prelaticall Courts, 
Which is thereaſon, that now of late, under chis Archprelate, 
Prohibitions 0ut of the Kings bench to the High. Commuſſion are (0 
gueaſon , ſo well Schouled are both Lawyers to move , and 
Judges to grant any ſuch thing. Thus the Prelates praRiles 
are a ſufficient Commentary of his owne words. * So as the 
Summe of this his whole paſſage is, That hy Church of England 
muſt ſubmit ber beliefe to her Arch Bizhops and Bizhops , as viſible 
Judges left by Chriſt to governe , and x0 determine all matters of 
difference in point of Faith and Region , and that according®o _— 
exre too , ſo farre as they croſſe not ber own Canons, and thoſe of the 
Catholicke Church , wherem England and Rome are one and the 
Swe, one Church, of one Faith, of _ Religion, And Jl this (it we 
may 
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May beleeve her Metropolitan ) the Church lad belceve:s 
© thiſerable Church 1hy aa s Eng | wha 
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WPberein ſome other Paſſages of the Prelate im hn Booke, tottching the 
Authority of ba Hierarchue, are met withafl, and confuted by evi- 
dence of Scripture, 


N his * Epiſtle Dedicatory he hath thefe words : She 

the Church of England ) prafiiſes Church- Government , as te 

hath been in'uſe in all Ages, and all Places, where the Church of 

Chriſt hath taken any r#oting, beth tn, and ever ſince the Apofiles 
gimes ; and yet the Sepeatiſt condemnes her for Antichriſtzamſme m 
ber Diſcipline. So he. A bold Speech, and the more bold, be- 
cauſe moſt falſe , and hath nothing bur his bxe Ipſe dixie , his 
naked affirmation,as Authority ſuſhcient. Whence | nece ſun- 
dry particulars. Firſt thac he calleth the Hierarchie, or Ecclefi= 
aſticall Government theroft,the Church of England. A thing fami- 
Lar with Prelates to make themſelves the Church, Avd ſuch a 
Church as that oft Keme, the Pope and his Prieſts , or Prelates, 
are the Church, as themſelves affirme. Whereas indeed ( as 
Junius hath well diſtinguiſhed ) *chey are not the Body ir (ele 
of the Church,but wennes, or ſivelings grown up, and [o incore 
porated intothe Body , as overſpreading it like a Leprofie , ic 
aſſumes the denomination of the Body. And luch are Px:lates, 
who inthe Church of England are Strume great ſwellmgs like the 
Kings Evill, which are commonly next the Head,or about the 
necke, in the moſt principall parts of the Body. Onely in this 
ehey will nor be called the Kings Evill , becauſe they claime 
their Originall from Chriſt ( as before is noted ) and therfore 
though they be but certaine Abſceſſus, or Apoſtemes (and ſo in- 
deed Apoſtates trom the erue Church of Chrift ) which not onely 
detorme the Body, but greatly indanger the hfe thereof , yee 
the nine of Church they challenge in peculiar to themſelves, 
But ſurely the erue Church of Chriſd in England diſclaimes come 
—_ @ich luch a falſe Church » as the Hieerarchie calls it 

e. | 


Secondly, he faith that his Church , or Pre laticall Government 


kath beceain all Times and Places, where the Church of Chriſt _ 


ES» 


COhap.4. none of the Lon DS Bibeys. 


taken any renting. Here he finely excludes4l} the Proteſiont Rt 


formed Churches , as no Churcher of 'Chryft , becaute they have 
weeded our thofe * bitter roots, wherebyamany are defied , and 
rooted up rhoſe plants,. + which our beavenly Fathey bath not og 
red,to wit;all Preldtes with their Hicrarebicall Government, which 
being rooted out of thoſe Churches, the Golpeit ( bleſſed. be 
Ged-) andſ{othe rue Church of Chrft hath. taken” the deeper 21d 
fitmer rooting , and brought forth the more abundant $ fruts of 
lm fe Bur the Prelate 19 thus unchurching all crue Reformiſts, 
is as good as his word ,which he openly ſpake at Dr. Baſiwicks 
Cenfure, in High- Commſſun, (aying, The Proteſtants Churches 
bey'nd the $. as were no Church: 1,as having no Bithops calling Calvin 


« plaine Reſcal. Bur fo long as thote Churches havye the true” 


Birheps namely Orthodox and Sound Paſtors co teed t heir ſeve» 
rall Hocks, it 15 not the Arch-prelate, that can fo eafily degrade 
them from being Chriſt; true Churches, as he can deprive thoſe 
Mwmiſters both of Mmiſiry and Meanes , who are obnoxious to 
his Church-Go: ernment. 

"Thirdly, where he faith , that his Churgh-Government hath 
been mm uſe m all Ages, 'andm aff Places , where the Cirrch of Chit 
bath taken any roormy , both In, andevey finice the Apoſtles times : 
although this be molt falſe; yer were it rms, it would not ther- 
upon follow , that this his Church-Goveonment 15 either Apsſto- 
tica!, or jure drosno, or from Chriſt. For firſt, every thing that 
hath been in uſe in the Apoſtterrimes , and in the erue Church of 
Chriſt, 1s not therfore Apoſtolzcke, , or ſuch, as the true Church of 
Chrift atloweth of. Fox we read,that the Miftery of Ir iquity be < 
gan to worke in the Apoit/es times , and even then there were 
$ many Antichrifts, and tharin the very muidft of the Church in 
thoſe dayes.” And it Prelatez (hall prove to þe thoſe Antichrifts, 
which the Apoſtles derected , and deſcribed by their qualities 
(as will appeare anon?)- then becauſe ſuch Antichrifts were ex= 
tant, and their Church-Government in uſt 1n the Apoſtles times, 
will the Pre/ate ther fore cunclude, fuch were Apeftulicke , and 
had their Origwall pure drvmo ? Secondly, neither can the Pre 
late ever prove, that hus Prefaticall Government ( as now ot latcr, 


ang of long time it hath been ) 1s any tbing like to the Church- - 


Government exerciſed by thoſe, who took upon them to be the 
1ſt Dioceſan, or Provincial Bizbopsin thoſe ages ſucceeding the 
Apottles, He that ſhall read the Centwries , Catolagw TeRwne 
veriuzath » and other true Church Stories , ſhall find as vaſt 2 
difference beryyeen thoſe pooxe ancient Brybops , both intheir 
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X * Loxd Birhops, Chap. 4 
mafitier df [ife, and Eburch-Government, and the moderne Pre. 
lotes, fince Antichriſt mounted aloft in his Pomtificalibus.: as the 


» Ovid. Meta, * Poet makes berwceen the Silver Age, and the Irow Age : or as 


+ Dan.2. 


the Prophet ſhews berween the braxmn breſt of the Image of 
the Babylonmsh re, and the fret mixt of on and clay. And that 
Image may well reſemble the State of the Spiritual Babylon, or 
Hierarchy, which had its riſe of ſunple and fmall beginnings, 
but by degrees Succellively,it grew and got ſtrength,and both 
height and bredth, and ſo became at length ot a blind Brooke, 
a goodly navigable River, ſoas the Church turned a City of 
Traffique and Trade im all worldly pleaſures and riches ( as Be- 
bylonis deſcribed Revel. 18.) and tothe more woildly it grew, 
the more wicked, proud, tyranmcall, lordly, and rmperious , _ of a 
, Militent Church turned Triumphant as the Prelate himſelfe ſaith 
of Rome | ſo as now the Church Governmeng' of the Prelates in 
regard of their great Cowres,and Confiltones,hnd doing all things 
without the Presbyeery ; 15 as much unlike thar ancicnt Chanch- 
Government of thole Bizhops of old , as our moderne Prelates 
themſclvesare unhke chem in manner of hfe; tor thele are per- 
feeuters of the Goſpel : thoſe were _— and ſuffered Mar. 
eyrdome for Chr:sſt. Thus it is falſe , that he faith , that the 
Church- Government now mm England was in uf in the Primitive 
Church. Forto inſtance in ane thing : In choſe ancient Times 
Excommunication was not uſed for every trifle , nor done in 
blind Court , aor denounced by a dumb Prieſt. But cnough of 
this. 

Fourthly, whereas he ſaith ? And yet the Seperatiſt condemnes 
ber for Antichriſt1amſme im her Diſciplme. Fiſt, as tor the Sepera- 
eſt (as he calls him) I chinke che Prelate with this his Books 
and otber his Prelatical! prattiſes hath made more Seperariſts 
from his Prelatscall Church of England , then ever any that hath 
fic in the Chaire of Canterbury ever lince his Predecefior Au- 
guſtine firſt ate init. Nor doe I ſee, how any Chrittian bring 
in England can with a ſafe Conſcience have communion wit 
that Church, which profeſſerh(as the Prelate doth in her Name) 
to be one and the Same Church with Rome , of one and the Same 
Faith and Religion. Yea were it no more, but that the Church of 
Eng/and protefleth to be a Hierarchicall or Prelaticall Church , 
which in that very reſpe& is no erue Church of Chriſt , it were 
2rgument andcaule ſufficient to Seperate from ber. And that 
becauſe, . : 

Secondly, he that is a erue Seperatsft from her, for the for- 

mer 
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mer reſpets, may juſtly condemne her for Antichriſtigniſme in 
her Diſciplne, For tuſt , She exerciſeth , She profeſſeth no 
other Diſciphne , but that which Axic:11t, the Pope avd the 
whole Amichriſizan Ronizh Church exerciteth and profeſſeth, 
and thatin all points Capa pied, from toptotoe. And this 
her Diſcipline is Antichriſizan, as being of Antichriſt , and ſo a- 
ainſt Clriſt , and exerciſed in the maintenance of Amtichrift. 
For iuſtance : T he Prelaticell Chu. ch of England hath lately 
ound our a Diſcip'me, to cenſure, punub, bnprfin, for excommu- 
micate,degrade. deprive, and all thele rogether, him that ſhall gre 
to deny the Pope and Prelatesto be jure drome. . Dr. Baſtwicks 
did thus : and ſo the High- Commuſſion ſerved him, as aforeſaid. 
What Deſcspline then in the world can be more Antichirſtzan , or 
more forcible to drive Chriftians from having any more com- 
munion with that Church; which excrcifing ſuch an Aneichriſtian 
Diſcipline , how can She thi; off the jult condemnation of Ants- 
ebriſtiaaſme, wrich they ſhall caſt upon her * Againe, Second- 
Iy,cthe whole Diſcy {me of the Chanxch of England, as it isthe 
Diſcipime , which Antichriſt and his Church exercifeth , and 
therfore Amhriſtian : Yo itis thatywhich hath no footing, buc 
3s expreſly torbidden in the word of God , as Antichriſttan and 
Tyrannica/l, For the Church of Englands Diſciple ſtands moſt 
upon the 1mpo/iczon of lundry Ceremonies of humane woention,aud 
Anticbriſtian obſervation , which She preſſech upon all mens 
Conſcicnces,aad tor detault of Conformity, layes gricyous Cen- 
fures upon chem, as Excommuntcatzon, and the hike. Now all 


ſuch Ceremontes,[0 impoſed, both Chriſt himſelte condemnerh, * Mrt.15.9 


# In vaine they worship me , teaching for Doflrines #he Commande» 
wents of men : and the Apoſtle allo throughout that whole 
Chapter of the Epiltle to the Colloſſians doth charge Chriſti- 
ans not to put their necks under any fuch yoake , as whereby 
they are deprived of che benefic of Chriſt s death, and begmiled of 
thear reward , and ſpoyled of their Chriſtian liberty, and thelike. 
Againe , the Prelaves in impoſing their Ceremonies are Anti 
chriſtian, becauſe ia fo doing , they uſurpe Chriſts throne, and 
therein ſitting,doe exerciſe a T vranny over mens Coulciences, 
meolerableto be borne ; which if men will not yeeld unto, 
they doe in as much as in them lyeth, make them Anathemaes, 
ſhurrhem our of the Church, by Excommunxcation, &c. And 
laſtly, their Excemmunication, not onely in regard of the marrep 
and cauſe , for which itis , namely, becauſe men will not re- 
gounce Chriſts ſervice , to take whe T yrannicall yoake of 4% 
riſts 


. 
Is 
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e&1iſt; Ceremonies upon the ſhuulders of their Conſciences 

but tor the very manner of it, asit is uſed inthe Church of Eng. 
land, 15 a Diſaplme Anticbr;ſtan , as being againit that torm of 
Ex. ommuncati'n , Which 15 preſcribed in the word of God, and 
was praftiled inthe Apoſtolicall Churches. It was Chriſts ale, 
T#ll it to the Chureh, that 15,ts the Congregatrien;and it the Offen «, 
der will not heare the Congregation, he 15 Excommunicate by and 
our of the Congregarion, , And the Apoftles rule1s, tor ſuch 


v 1 Cy, LS Offenders as delcrve F xcommunicatun : * I verily {faith he) 


4,5- 


al(ent an body, but preſent in Sparut, have ju1ged already, as theugh 8 
Fee preſent,concerr mg bun, that hath ſo done the deed : In the Name 
of our Lord 1:ju Chriſt, when ye are gathered together, and my $ pirie, 
w'ub the power of our Lord Irfws Chnijt , to deliver ſuch a one wnto $4 
tan, for the deſi mutton of the flesþ, that the Spirit may be ſaved tn the 
day of our Lord Irfu Chrift., Whence ] note, that Excommuntce- 
#0n 15 a Solemne buſtnefſe; nor co be inflifted tor every nifty 
watter, much leffe as the Phaniſees did, who excommunicated al 
thuſc, that conteſſed Chrift ; norto be dene 1n a blind Court, 
and by a ſingle foled Prictt, nor the Offender to be releafed for 
the payment of his fees,or by way of conmattmg,or the like : all 
which ate practiſed 10 the Dyſciplme of the Church of England, 
But Excommunication muſt not be, but tor a great effence ; nor 
done, but by the whole Congregation, nor relealed, bur upon the 
publique repent ance, confefhow, and promuſe ot reformation befre 
the [aid Corgregation,where the offence was grven,and by whom 
elie penalty 15 taxen off. Thertore the Diſcrpione of the Church of 
England in this caſe 15 wholly Antichriſisan. 
7 aſt ;foraſmuchas Prelates doe neceſſarily draw after there 

a Traine of Ceremonies, as a Chaine of fo many links, where 
withteley captivate, enſnare, and enflave the Conlciences of men 
(as their MoiytO 1s, No Ceremonte, no Brihop : tor they goe inſe- 
perably rogethcr,like Tote, and his Dogge ) and the Church of 
England uw her Diſcspline, and Church- Serve, 1s wholly captt- 
vatcd by the Matters of ſuch Ceremonies, the Prelates : and 
ſome Ceremonies are ſuch, as even doe deny, the Lord thas 
beught them, as namely, Altars, and their Serrace : and all the 
Ce:cmones impoled upoa the Conſcience, deny Chriſt to be 
the onely Kang of bu Church : all thele taken together,what be- 
tween the Prelates, and between thetr Ceremonies, the Church 
of Engiund,and her Diſcipline 15 become Antehriftuan; and ther= 
tore no marvail, it tor this caule, good Chriſtians, that have 
kpowledge, and make Conſcience,doe Seperate from communzes 
WL aLy luch Chuwych. CHAP. 
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BP herein ſore other Paſſages of the Prelate ave taken tripping. thengh 
be would run away with it, That by Hierarchie # Jure Diving. 


E ſaith, * For the Calls and Authority of Bizhops over 
the mfertour Clergie, = ons 4 thug 7 known Ws, and ® Confer, P'S 
benefit for preſervation of unity and Yeace m the Church. 175176, 
And fo much $', Jerome te!'s w. Though being none 
bimſelfe, be gas no great friend to Bitbops. And thy was ſo ſeiled in 
#he minds of men from the very Infancy of the Chriftian Church , as 
that it had not been to that time contradifted by any. So that then there 
was no Controverſie about the Calling. The difficulty, was to accom 
modate their Preeedencies, And the $ Oxdine Primus (whereof there 4 Prg. 12; 
Was 4 nec ſſity | fallwmyg to the Reman Prelate, by reaſon of the Linperiall 
Seat, thu was the very fount.wne of Papall Greatiieſſe, the Pope having 
bu Reſidence wi the Imperial City, So he. 
Now tor Anfwee hereunto : Firſt, for the Awehority of Bi. 
hops or Prelats over the Inferiour Clergie (as he calls it firit he 
mult prove their Calling , before he can make good their Au. 
thority, Now Prel/ates have no-ſuch Calling frem God. And the 
Apoſtle faith , # No man taketh thu honour unto bimſ Ife, but he F Heb. 5.4,5- 
that u called of God « Aaron. So Chriſt glorified nor hin ſelfe , to be. 
made an High Pri:ſt : but be that ſaid unto him, Thou art my Son, to 
day bave | begotten the? + Thou art a Prieſt for ever after the Order of 
Melchſe4ec, But that the Prelates have no ſuch Calling from God, 
= ors himlelte (as a is noted ) doth as good as con- 
elle, laying, $ Among Biubops there was effefiuall Subj eftionre» 
Sottopely gramdes upon Eo and pe mn 's Severall $ Conſer. 4H 
Quarters Ergo this was not jure drome. And it not,where is their 177+ 
Authority thea © And chertore, as the Pr-late ſaith of the Popes 
Supremacy , 1 being the” Sole Living Iudge in and over the 
wa verſall Church. + Neth. (faith he} bath be power from Chriſt L, 
over the whole Church to doe 1t ; may out of all doubt , * tn; not the leaſt f P4g-19 
Reaſon, why De Fatto he bath ſo lstele Succeſſe, becauſe De Jure he 199» 
hath no Power given : So | may lay as cruly of all Prelates. { who | 
challenge to be the loving waſtble Indges (as betore is ſhewed) 
which 15 une maine part of their uſurped Authority over the 
Miniſtry )that they have no ſuch Power trom Chriſt over their 
& ſcyerall Dioceſe, Provinces, or Quarters to doe it ; nay cut of- all | ' 
douly * tw not the leaſt Reaſon , why De Facto they have ſo lutle Suce 


ce! e, 
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eſſe, becauſe De Jure they. have no Power given. According to 

* Ier.23. 30, thatin the Prophet, * Brhold \ ſaith the Lord) I am agamſt the 
321,32+ Prophets hat ſteale my word every ene-from bu Neighbour, . Behold I 

q am .yamſt the Prophets, ſixth the Lord, . that uſe therr tongues , and 
nt Jay, He Sauth. Behold | am ag anſt them that prophecie falſe dre.rmes, 


P 


{\ * 


ſaith the Lord, ani doe tell them, and cauſe wy people to erre by their 
lyes, and by therr lighmneſſe, yet I ſent them not, nor commanded them 
therefore they shall not profit thu people at all ſaith the Lord, And this: 
1+ the very cale of the Prefates; they are faiſe Prophers, they ſteak 
1 Go's word from the people. of God, and inſtead thereot uſe their 
ern word, prophecying le dreames, (aying, The Lord ſauch,the Lord 
Þath ſerit us, we have our Callmg and Anth»rity from God over all 
Munſters, we gre the ſole lro:mg viſible Indges im matters of Faith 
and Keligton , ſo as all muſt reſt in our Iudgement, according t') our 
own Canons :nd Conſtitutions, &c. thus cauſing ſimple peo- 
ple to erre by therr lyes, and by their lightneſſe : yet the Lord bath not 
ſent them, nor commanded them, they have no Calling, and ſo no 
. Power and Authortty from God : and thertore the Lord # againſt 
thele falſe Prophets : and becauſe be hath not commanded them , nor 
ſent them, therſore they all not profit t te people at all. 

Bur Secondly, the Prelere faith zthat his Prelaticall IuriſdiFtiom 
over the mfersour Clergie , was a thing of known uſe and benefit for 
pr ſervation of unity and Peace m the Church. Now firſt, for tus 
Inferiour Clergie. Clergae being appropriated to the Mwimſtry 18 
a'! abuſive Monopoly , and wfurparion ; for all Gods people re- 
deemed by Chriſt, are his kleros, his Lot, or Inberit.once, w ereoft 
the word Clergee is derived. As Peter ſaith, writing to the Preſ- 

& xPet.5g. Hers, 4 Not 4s Lordong over ton kleron, Gods heritage, but as en- 
ſamples to the flocke. So that the flecke of God, are his &eros, his 
heritage. But to paſſe over this : Secondly, hetells us of an 
Inferiour Clergie : he mcanes his Prieſts , andthe ret, as Arch- 
deacens, and {o forth, to the nffmber of 7 Orders, as they call 
them. A rabblc of Orders not aunſutable to the SubjeAs of a 
Lord Prelate , as being all of them of humane devrſe and mſti« 
eution; of which their Hierarc! 5:15 made up; another word of 

£ Iſt. Concil mans #nvention. Which ſome call rather + Hierodoulia ; but what 
q* ” holy Orders Chriſt hath left in his Church , we ſhall ſee anon. 

Trae. Thirdly, thi was ( ſaith he) athmg of known wſe and benefit. OF 
the known uſe we have formerly ſpoken. But now, what's the 
þ:nefit* Namelv, for the preſerva'im of unity and peace in the 
Church. How proves he this * From S. Ierome, who ſaid, Thet 
one was ehoſen over the reſt aa Schiſinatis remedium , to remedy 

Schiſme 
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Schnſng in the'Chnreb. But by the wavyr heſt very words of #- 
rome doc » that Prelates were of humane Inſluntun : fo” 


wn cleflu oft, one was choſen, 1 rg0 of men. But lerame (peaks 


more expreſly, which che Prelate wiſely paſſcth over dry toot, 


where he uh , thet Prelacy was. ſet ; przſurapuone, 
.von-laſtitutione Divina, by humane ow, and nut by Ds- 
wne:-Inſtauton. Well { but had it that the Prelate (peaks 
of: Did it produce the fruicfull benefit of unity and Peave * Or 


What wnity* Or what peace * Jndeed we find by wotull preot » 


that this Herarchy was the very 72ge, of which the Cockatrices 
Antichrz [i was hatched, lo.2as the Hirrarchy.confiſting of ſa many 
| Preiates ,. giew at length cog , to grow 1009-LNeE 
Anuchrijls -n bedy, whereof Ordine Pramas came to be the 
head. Ard herein wnity and Peaceare fo conjoyned,asthey have 
made wp one intire new Catbolicke Church, that, whereof the 
Prelaze proteſſesh him(clfe, with the Church of Englend, andof 
;Reme, and all other Prela:xcall Churches 1n the workds: (all other 


not Prelaticall , as the Refermed: Provefiants beypnd the Seats = 


excluded, as before js noxed } to be, in all which this his Ce 


. "7 


2s 


#bolick Churcb( 25 ® elſwhere he ſaich, bach its exiſtence. Which * Confer. pegs - 
Prelaticall Catbolcke Church is the-verv bead and tedy of 4h: 3 70. 


s#bnift. Even as the Prelate tells us, that the Ordime Pram, the 
Roman Prehte having his T htone inuRenne.. Tbe(fark ho) os 
the very fountamns of P ajall Greamnefſe ;-S0.1 way fay, The Prelaciey 
or ficrarchie was the very fowntame', whence wa «orypreor 
Ocean of th.ſe 4 many water; over which tbe Where ſurerh y which. 


though it be diltinguiſhed inco many feverall Seas of fo many + Rev#l. 1715+ 


Prelares, 'yer all make up but one Maine. Sea. (as it. were); one 
Catbolucks Chunch. And this ts that unary and Peace, the bengfie of 
both the dnfltuon » id preſcruage whertof is tqatalcribed 
to che Hyrenbrof bre/ates over their infaxionr Clergye , - || ; 
- . T buzxdly, where he ſaith, Thorgh S. Jerome, . beingne Prelate 
lumf fe; by was no grows friend to Bubops.. Hence | note oucly the 
couctit of.the Preate + that he thinks-noec can ſpeaks: agaw 
Prelatex, bur (ach 23 are nout themſelves,s'as af it were oncly n 


um maicer ot owe. ' But as the Poe ſaid, Dre wakes. fo fiat th Les, - - 
quan ers f Tell me,rtchou thy:(elfe were aLion,what manner © * 


of man wouldſtthou de ?- So the Preleeimagives; (that if any 
vfchoſt 4 "that ſpeake againſt thie Authority of Prelatess were : 
themſelves £5ans; that 154 Lond Prelgnes,. they.-would bepf.apor: 
al inferriomwBruſis Jus uno oc ineobe-tuls eijble Suing rvges | 
Ws 
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Yo determine and refbive al dawirs 1n rhattets of Faith ord Retagront ; 
we ve the Sole Maſters of Ceremonzer, robord all men toConomeal 
ewes 26 all $117 Canons and. Conſiireuriouy : we enjoy bonewrs, 
pleaſures, riches, caſe, dclghts Of the world, ſavers in Court, and 
whar noc .2. T hus the Prelate thinks all men would be-of his 
ay us 1196 Gems _ _ | chanke ar — rr 
that they who cake upon t t , no fooner 
in that Chaire, bur it proves a Chaire of Peltibence unto chem, 
infeting and. corrupting mans very reafers and / s 
farrc,as ro make him beiceve all 1s gold chat gliſtereth. Onel 
few: come to thac Charre ,. but ſuch as are je/fe-mfeſted wit 
their ownumpred Plagues, as pride, Ambiczon, Covernuſneſſe, ard 
that in 2 lagh Degree. So as King [eames beiug once asked, why 
he had ſo many Bubeps, m Scotland,and not one lanes man 
amoungftchermall : he rephvedaving, By ba Saule rhere was never 
wn: Honalt Mam nd tack} + Bicbopricke. And Hiſtories tell us of 
bn) 0 Es ucrerly refuſed Biaboprachs, And there is 
Never 2 true Reformed Pro Atrafter, buc hues a Brahoprack, 
as he doch the Throne'ofche Beaſt; But | 
Fourthly (faith the Prelave ) The (to wit Arthority of Bichops) 
ns /o in the md» of men” from the wry Infancy of the Cort. 
ftian Church, us thay tt bad not beer t6 that tems ( in the 44b Age or 
Is doubr buc fuck a brave and 
bomy tangy 45 a Prebdby, would tind Grace enough jm the 
world, and quickly ak-down, and jevt/e tro men 5 mumedeand affe» 
Aion, Bur what's this to the purpole , as ro prove it a Calong 
from God * But ths was (fairh he) from the wery bnfaxcy of the Chrw 
ſhran Chimes. . Surly the Prelacy, ia the very Difuncy of the Chri. 
| euhtrhadno beung &t all in revu mn nature, Of Was 
a Bnirm, or weft imthe' Mothers belly, 25.B/ad 
time mn his Mothers beliy with 1a, | Yeaand 
.macd the bleſflng of the berth. r3gbe roo from [ſa 
ac, becauſe of his antquiry, And didnot rig young Babe wrt» 
ile wich Pep inthe wombe, when'tho Apotile ſuch, The —_ 4 
of (niqgarty dit ls ctnandy. works, and this young Pralee wa put 
ot be 24 Nainrady oven the pre 


was at the 
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Antithndſd,as we anen. 130 as 0. plea —_ 


of the: Priviecy even. framabs ery: lofty of the Chr: r 

is yer a2 goou Argaanmricncenticme' them 4utbardy to be yurs 
res as Fagdo me hid co xilts noe un the worlds 
betere Conf was-Prometed. Wndche Di ngdomeaot re 
une; vipues Heowuus deſcribed to f=lnkj ouch: (prneareagths 
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whoarof the Goſpell fawas »: bucihar wichad avs had his Sager> 
ſemnnzuench, Twat of wapzolgerrens, ſuchiay lprungup even in 
the Apviilles umes, che very Infaper of abe uk Dagn06 
been tl ther nome; which tbe Prolaee ipeakes © etlcs by ory. 
CE re ee RR a des Ks. 
| Ft pou The (dt OrIen of ut, Wy 

{lenpfwhickyeſhbolipenke by and by) gl pagparet 
itzand cryed 4 dnw #25 bc ng hw ouw Es ren fla 
Ang thitdly1i4 2s cane iry 226 by Hengus. Pry you 
wall preleac is (ay , chat Epephianyia canks hygs (yveu tor thes vel y 
opinion ouly, that hehcld Freiages not to be de jigre dame , vi 
char he =; of 3 Biahbop was no greater » then thas © 4 
Pyacit) an.che Catalogue of Herrrighsi And ſoars | allo con- 
tentzupen the ſame tormebs a0 be by the Prelgogs, gomnied bor 
ay Hereriche, Bur Secondly, hieelic confefiert &. tome ta 
have cnrradefied their Authery ; as we noted before ; a 

that rbew Iuſtuutan wei necrly of hiynene = £7 
thirdly dugy/time ( thas Famous kegiy ) was of the ſame Mind 


with [erome 2 $0 as ſame ofthe. Learned an the 4 Connonl of * Hift- Concit, - 


k 


4 


Trend od becb of © heny in chis pointe, So char ceaditiad 7''% 


it wa$S, 38d had bees, ud that by many, and lowe wfihen ( as 


_ Chriſt and hus Apoſtles) of Divine and def abbble Antrboruy. So 25 


wi.houe all Cancroverie , Prelercell Authery over other Mi. 
—_ in no _ — at all Bromo _ COme more 

y i@ {news by the Teltmany e z beth wine 
Dakine and Pradtue. "4 
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Cuar. VI, \ 


Wherem #i -bow ed, ths agcardeng i the Scriptury , Preſpyrers out 
Bilhops re all one, without ference, {0 4 be whxch y a Prelbys 
: $61 >#5aled Epucopus nt Bilbop eo 4 Bilkop 6 Pretbyter, 


He fir} place of Semprare chat proves this, is in Afs 

6; 20. whese ihe Apobile ealles together rhe Prezhyeersg 

or Elders of the Clarcbof & , 85 YET» 87+ which 

/ Flare, os Prew3eers in v, 23, he calls Ep@prs, ſavings 
Take heed therefore wits your feives > ond 16 6 the Flacks , over 

whuche the Holy Ghoſt hath wade wu Bpo ues ( that 1S, Overſeers, 

Say Ezgltbicnds;s che SE "Nr 5hags, ue fled the nr 


» Zpb, 4.11 


—__ 


*\--» "Lord Bickopy, © Chap 6: 
of $04, which be hath purchaſed with by own bloed. From whith | 
werds'tis manifcR, 'Firtt\ bat Prezbyters and Birkepe art all ove 


ad the ſam Order ,Callmg and Offite: Secondly,that #1 the Chr = 


of Epheſus here were many Bizhops, or Pregbyters. Thirdly, that 
they bad thery Calling (ypm the | Holy Ghoſt, Fourthly, that: their 
Office was to feed the Fleck, of God, over the which the Holy Gboſt bad 
made them Overſeers, And for this Cauſe ſuch are catled elſe - 


where ® Poſtors, and Teachers, right Shephe ards indeed, thar - 


feed the Flechy of God. Now will our Prelates (av, Firftythae they 
arc thoſe Epiſcops '4 What more conerary to their Cenms, and 
practiſe! For Fuſt, they doe nor allow, thx every Presbyrer be ' 
called a Bizhop,nor to be of the fame Order, Calling,and Office. 
For they ſay, that the Order, Calling, and Office of a Bbopor 
Prelaze1s diſtintt and different from thar of the Prevbytery, Se- 
condly, the Pyelates have an old Canon, that there muſt be bue 
one Biobop in one City , ot Dioceſe, Bur here we ſee the 
Church of Epbeſin, that one City had many Buchops in it, ever 
as many as there were Prezbyters, Thirdly , eur Preletes cars 
never prove their Auchority and Office to be from the Holy - 
Ghoſt cither from any irward calling, or oweward. Not from an- 
wnward calling, becaule , firſt, it is not any xeale of Gods glory, or 
deſire ro win ſoules to God, but it is the ſtrong bias of ambirion- 
and covetorſnefie, pride, and vazze glory, and love of the world, that 
draws themro a Bichopretke. Nor Secondly , is it an ourwerd 
calling from men. For as ia relpett of God, they have run; afore 
they be ſent : Soinreſpett of Man, they come before they be called, 
Yea they provide and prepare a long time betore for ſuch a 


" Purchaſe. For they heap up by hook or crock 3 or 4 Fat Liv=- 


ings, they ſeldome Preach at any of them, nor keep Reſidence, 
or Heſpitality, bur hoord up fall Bagges, Sculke at the Court, 
Hgrauate themſelyes with thoſe in greateſt Grace , and when 
the Chaire is voyd, they bring our their Bagges, and ſo they ar: 
the onely qualified 'men for tuch a Dignity. They arewell 


"known to be no Paritans. So as neither according to-their own 


ancient Canons ( which were framed according to the practiſe 
held in the Apoſtles dayes » when the People had a 1 
the eletiwn of their Paſtors) have the Prelaves an owutwerd calling to 
their dignarzes, For inſtance; when Mr. Moutague was to be 10- 
rw or 1 wot notwhat _ call _ Bow _ and = 
Ti (accurding to the Ancient cuſtome in that Cale ) wit 

bo kics proclaimes hiberty for auy , that can come and- 
oxccpt againſtthe ot that Man;onc food forth, vo mf 

w 
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Chap.6. weweof be L OnxDs Bibs. 
made his exception; 'which though it was both legal, and very 
meteriall, yet he was berue down, and the matey never came to 
af, but was eartyed with a ſtrong hand for the new Prelate. 
2 hus (1 fay) they have no Luwfirl, nor cruly formall, or yer Ca- 
nonicalf outward Calſmg. Yea, beſides that they are notorious 
roy excher paretating that dignity with a great Summe of 
oney, or procuring it, wo, by ob quiouſnefſe , Or Comre. Ser- 
vice, and attendanee, or by Tide ev, Te like ( all whick are 
branches of Simonze they toe alto play the egregious hypocrites. 
For when the Queſtion is askedthem, Vs Epyſcopare, Wilt chou 
be 2 Biſhop*he anf wers, Nole ,No forlooth. And this is done 
three times. A meere mock; bel1day. For if the wreechs were 
taken at his word, he were nridone. Fourthly, neither doe our 
Prelates affe&t the Briboprieke for that end, that thoſe Bixhops of 
the Cherch of Exheſis were exhorted unto by the Apoſtle: naine- 
Ph to feed the Fork, of God. Yea, belides that their ayme and de- _- 
re 15 not for the Effice and works of a true Bizhep ( as the Apo- 
Re faith, * He that deſireth the Office of a Birbop, d:ſweth @ worthy ® 1 Tim, 7.x; 
work-)which is principally # feeq tbe _—_— e&as allo + Peer $ 1 Pet.5.2, 
exhorreth; for they look not to the duty, but aſter the dignity, 
as Chryfoſtome and + Bernardhave note of old, Then ſeeſt (auth F Vides omnem 
Bernard) alt Eceleſiaſtieall 7eale to boy'e md pant aft r them Dignanes Eccleſiaſticum 
onely, &c, as we noted betore : beſidesthis, I fav, itis a chu 1g xelumfervere, 
impoſſible for them #0 fred the Flocks of God. For forme of them ſo!4 pro dign144» 
have foure or five hundred Flecks withuytheir Dioceſe , ſome te twenda. Br. 
more, ſome leſſe, which they never once inal! their, bfe beſtow 
one fothering upon; onely the Pyelate in his Treenniall Viſuation, 
that is once m 3. yeares, viſites perhaps halfe adozen Churches, 
where he comes notre. feed the Flocks with one Scrap of 2 Ser- 
mon , but te fill his pouch with his poore Mwiſters double Pro- 
erations , and his yaunch witty their good. Cheere. Bur our 
Prelates wilt anſwere (as our Non-reſidents doe in that caſe \ 
that though themſelves doe not feed the Flocke , yet their Curates dos 
&r for them. For ({ay our Prelates, and that according totheir 
Colt for Birbops and Clurates ) aff the Memniſters. in their ſeveral 
Dioceſe are theer Curatey, ts feed ſs many Flocks. 'T hus by this rec. 
ing , he Prelates are the moſt egregious Non-reſidents , of 
all ether. And thus we ſee, how not onely walche, but direfbly 
contrary all Preleres are to thoſe Bizboprot the Church of Epbeſus, 
and that in all and every of thoſe particular and remarkable re- 
foreſpecifie& our of the Apoſtles own words. And ther- 
by chat place of Scripture, Prelates, though —_— 
are 


| war of the LORDS Bubops, Chaps, 
whurped-moſt unjuſtly chg Tile of: Rezhops,, yet they have nom, 
yp them of crue os mdeed , and thertore are never. 
able co prove, zhat they are Bubeps jave dipine. For they which, 
arc Bubeps jtwve dioing , are lawful Paſtors let over their particiv 
lar Flocke , to teed the fame with the whaleforne food of the word :. 
but Prelates call themadclves nag Bicdey » haviug fo many 
Floeks, as they neither doe, nor eyer are ables nor ever wtend 39, 
fsed m_ Nav anſtcad of hy hag they geltraing and inhty 
but all Mwuſters ts feed thear Fleckg at all in the Aﬀternuone on 
the Lords dayes, nor at any time iO feed them with found and 
w'olſome, aad aanfortable frod of the Detirines of Grace , and Gags 
free love robu Eat 10 24ving Chraft for them , efjeftually tro Redeem 
them ,and certanaly to Fong them to that eternal glory in beaven, which 
God from all Eternity had Predeſimated them unto, $0 as v ithout 
this ſound preaching of Grace no Flock, can be Saving/y fedde. Pre» 
lates thexetore ae Walyes to deſirey , not Shepheards to feed the 
Flocke of Chreſt, : 

A Second place of Scripture , proveing a Preabyter and a Bis 
hep to be all onegin Order,Calling and Othcegis in Tit,4.5 .&c 
For thu Cauſe ({yuh the Apolile ro Tum) 1 yleft thee wn Create, that 
#hou ;bouldeſt ſer #n #1467 the things that are wanting , and ordaviie 
Elders m every City s | had appoauted thee. If any be blameleſſe &c, 
Fer @ Bizbop ruſt be blomekſe , «s the Steward of God ; not Seife» 
wiled 6c. Here aga1ve we plainly fee, that choice, who are the 
Precbyters,or Poſters let Qver ihe Flack of Gad, are here called Brie 
shops by the Apoitle. W hence 13 is evident that an the Infaucy of 
the Chriſtian C , inthe uncot the ApoRics themiclves, 
and that by Order trom Chriſt , and from the Haly Ghoſt , all 
Prechyers, or rue Paſtors of leverali os (as alorelaid ) 
wee called Berhops, os Overſeers, as the Greek word (ignifieth, 
And this was tare 9 > 19 Every Cay » and Towne ig. Creetes 
cſpecually where there was a Congregation of Chriſtians, Tim 
vas appointed by the Apofle to ordaune luch klders or Bribeys. 
Ang w Contarics we Eads BOW ig kurme Countries , there was 
never 8 Towue, or Village, bu tit bad s Brabop in igs which By 
sbap was the Pajtor theres. And = quand ju 
choſe Pzeabyters or Bachope are in the ſarae Ci (ec down by 
the Apoſtle, which becauſe wegauched beiere upon ocat , 
1 will not ere 40þ & upon.” Bug choſe gualuries ae ich, as our 
Peelwes willingly Kare 50 thee poare Pregbyters or 4i1ahops, as 

mot {ucablc.turchoſe Apoftalick Tires 89d Perlons, Cone 
cenc thoy ac ig take the Name of Bukp vp9P Whew 2 war 
c 
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©haep EC. none of the LORDS Bihops. 
the quatiries there required; rhey are not Prelark.alfenough, Lick 
as will fore wick: a Lord Biahop.” For thoſe were por! © Buheps, 
or Overſeers , and Feeders of pne Flecke in this or that City : but 
theſe are Lord-br5ops wver a whole Druceſe,as before is noted. 
To theſe plares, we might adJe others ; as Phil. 1. 4. With 
the Brzhopy and Deacons. Where the Apoſtle, nameing no more 
Orders,bur of Bubsps and Deacons: (the ſame which he namerh 
and deſcribeth in the forecited places , 1 Tim. 3. and Tu. 1.) 
makes it cleare unto us , that by thoſe Prrbeps in Phitipgi he 
meanes the ſame in kind, that were in Epheſus , and Creete, t@ 
wit,fo many P resLyters, as were alfo calfed Bizhops, or Overſeers, 
And aeras Foo tr which were at Philipps, it argues, there 
were many Brebops of that one Church , as we notcd before of 
the Chnrcb of Epheſi, And in other places alfo, they are called 
Elders For 1 Tim.5.t7. Let th: Ellers that rule tilt, be cermited 
worthy of double honene, malifta o'1 kopiontes, fp:crally rheſe, rhat 
take greateff paines in the Mord and Diftrine. Now thoſe Elders 
(Chap. 3.)he calls Ps:bopy = {ing they are borh onezas affo, 
thar there were matiy of thoic Bulops in che Church of Enhefus, 
where Tymehy then was. And thofe Prezbyters or B:sbogr,toine 
were more induſtrious in the wordand Dottrane , did hoprar, la 
bor more hard therein ( as the word fignifiech ) then ordmary: 
and cheretote fach che. apoſtle would fuve to Oe comited worthy 
of donhle Fonente.” Now is it thus with our Lord- Bichops © Firſt, 
0 they kaptan, royle hard ar Gods Plough ( to ufe Latimer; Conte 
pariſon) do they defire no more Fenour , bur fuch as is propor- 
clonad]e to their paines in' Preaching Gods word ? Tull thei 
hom 1s according to-the bhonony of the Cizy whereof they are 


Lord-Beibop's (as chig Prelate.higufetfe # tells us , The Boyturs of + Confer 


the Charch chauld fo 
che treat of their fevenews , or according to theit great fav 
wour and place in Kings Courts, ani nor according to their yraress 
67 verthues, or good kn, which are neither required in cthem,nor 
reſpeRedof them. Thus full al aton ge lands, how 
tmuch diſtance is there ,- aud whas ink, arRuyity between our 
Lori Biſbep;,ahd meta And laſfty, theſe Birhops, i 
called by Paul, are calted alſo by Peter Prazshyteri, Presbyter 
or Elders : where he faich ; $ The "Elders which ave af.ong we 
exhort,who am alſo an Eld:r, and 4 witneſfc of the ſufferings of co” 3,4 
end 4 partaker of the glary that thalbe reveald : Feed the Flocke of Get, 
which a » taking the overſight thereof (Episcopountesy—._ 
ue by conſtramt Bit willing © riot for Athy luore but of aveady mind* 


neubzy 


the Honour: of the Srate ) or according tg 17 6+, 


# I Pee. 122; 


® Chop.2-" 


t Corfar pag- 
298, 


x: 1ther as being Lords over Gods Hericage , but bemg or 
#be Flocke And when the chiefe Shepheard »ball appeare,ye ihall recerve 
4 Crown that fadeth not away. Where Furſt,he notes the Miniſters 
and Paſtors by the Title of Prexbyters, or Elders, as alfs he ftiles 
himſeife. He faith not My Lords, or Right Reverend Fatbers, or 
the like. Secondly,he uſcth po imperious language unto thems 
ut ſaith, parakelo, I exbort, or beſeech you. Not as the Prelates 1 
their Prieſts. Theſe are to will and require you, 1pm paine of Epoſce. 


ed the flocke of God commutted to ther Charge. But our Lorde 
relates command their mmferiour Miniſters to feed their flocks, as 
þ #ngly a; may be, as, at the moſt to preach but once upoa the 
4ords diy, or once a monerh will ſerve, aud for Cateduſing inthe 
#f:ernoone, altogether to forbeare expoun 1ing,and for the was | 
food of the Dottrins of Gods free Grace, which is the very Summe 0 
the Gofp.b, never to preach of them art all, as being roo Paritae 
mical, and the like. Fourth! , He cxhberts them to feed, each his 
own Flocke, Feed the Fl.cke of God, which deprndeth on you. He ſaith 
not Flock , as it one Presbyter or Bribop were ſet over many 
Flocks or Congregations as our Lord Briheps are; as is noted be» 
tore. Fiftly, he exheres tl, em to ovarſee their Fleck, not for filthy 
tucre,but of a free and ready mind, But our Lord Prelates,and their 
Curate Pruſts are of another mind , as being birelings , and noe 
true Shepbeards, (o as it is with them, No penny, mo Pater noſter; 
they looke more to their eithes, thea totheirtaskg ; and more 
after the fleece, then for the good of the flecke. Sixtly, Nor 
L ords over (5304s Heritage;,vea, Mud” 0's katakurienontes , nor a 
Lording it ever Gods Heritage. The ſame word is uſed in M&.20, 
2;- Mk. 10. 42. Where ſuch Heathenslike Lordang, is b 
Chriſt bunſelfe Grbidden his Diſciples , as * before is ſhy x oy 
Bur the Pontyficrans,and ſo our Lord Prelates ſay,ihat this word 
hat akwrieuein ſign: fieth onely a tyrannicall Lord:bep, which the 
doc not uſe. I anſwere, thatio Luke kariencen, to Lord it at all, 
is torbidden. And being pue for ketakmieuen, it noterh , chat all 
manner of Lordehip over the Flocke of God is forbidden. to Chrifts 
race Minsſlers. Nor can the Prelates, ( whether Pontifician , of 
Proteſt es in Name ) fo cafaly cleare their Lordly Domunion over 
Gods people from Tyrantly. Fur even eur great Prelaze himſelfe 
fticks not t@ charge che Church of Rome with Tyrangy. And 
can he diſcbarge himſelfeof i; * Wherein comes tha Primaze 
of the Church of England ſhore of the Papal Tyramry, buy jn this, 
thae che Pope granmgeth over the wniverjell Charch of the hr 
. - "144 4 wer 


\ þ Cenſure,&c. Thirdly, the ching he exborts them unto, 15 58 


. bare, vv 


Chap.S. mone of the Loads Docbops. 


world, and the Metropolitan r Metropelitician of all Endlend 7 


0 
rawnizeth over that whole Charch, which che Pape called the orber 
world? "The difference (I ſay) is onely in the Magn & Minw, 
which alrer not the na:ure of the thing. For, for the Popes Inqui= 
Jition, the Prelare hath his High-Commuſſin; by the Law wheres 
of though he cannoc bring his Heretic k Puritans to the Stake, 
zwended with fire and fagoe, as the Popes Inqueſition doth, yet he 
can make their /5fe more miſerable ,t hen death it ſelfe, by his 
pecperuall cloſe Impriſenments, and the like. Nor wants he either 
Cayons and. Ceremonies, as ſnares to catch, nor Purſurvants , as 
les to hunt hut the poore Sheep , and to hale them to his 
Shambles, fot refuſing co be fed with fuch hemlocke, inſtead of 
Gods wholeſome word. Yea where his High-Commſſion caanoe 
teach to ſuck the blosd, and crucifie the bedres of Chriſts Servants, 
as upon the Pillory ; hecaneaſfily remove the Cauſe into ano» 
ther Court, where himſclte fitting a grand and Powerfull Sway» 
ing Judge,will ſazisfic his blood-thrr fy longing. And as in * an- 
other place of his Booke he exzteetb the Church of Rome for be- 


® Confer. pap; 


ing a Tywmpbant Church : ag 96? She muſt be a Truumphant - 


Churoh here ; Ms/stant no longer : So no leſſe Traumyhant hath the 
Prelate made his preſent Prelatzcall Church of England. Oh, how 
doth he muwnph in his Chairezas in his Cheree? Yea, more ſpe- 
cially ,hovw did ke eriumph over thoſe. Three his Remarkable meny 
whom he (looking out at the Court- window | beheld ſtanding on 
the Pillory , and loohing their Fares and Blood '; how did he 
i I his poliricke pate, and potent credit in Court, that he 
could c 


us anehefta, without tememedy { as the + Story ſaith of # Soerar. Hifth, 


the Tvrant Liemiw, a perſecnter of the Chriſtians) overthrow the Ectle dib.x.6,2 


moſt mnocent Caſe , and therein the moſt winocens Perſons ( and 
”rthout all colour of contradifiton, the Miniſter) that eyer was 
Judged in any Chriſtzan Coure, Thus he mi d over them ? 
though their erzmmph over him, and all his Ancichriſtian lawleſle 
crrelty, i that their moſt conſtant couragiow, and invincible cheer= 
fulmes in ſuffering, vas as much more pr and nob/e,as his was 
moſt Ignoble, and Baſe. Bur thus (1 Gay) the Pretate, with his 
Prelaticall Church, muſt be Triumphant : Miktent no longer, but in 
warring nm che Lambe,and his peore followers. So as this Pre= 

ith his Confederates , are the Succeſſors of the High- 
Prieſts, Scribes and Phariſees , and of Edmund Bonney, and m—_ 
Gardmer ; thoſe bloody Butchers and Woleer, which devoured and 
deſtroyed Chriſts Shxep in Queen Maries dayes , and therein wene 
ryc Clarcb-Trimmpben m go Bur this by the way. Re-" 
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Lord Buhops, | , Chaps, 
varoe we now, whence we haye alittle (as it were) digreſſed, 
dh nut umpertinent to our Purpoſe in hand , which is to 
thew the true difterence berween the true Miniſters of Chriſt, 
and thoſe of Antichriſt, | 

Seventhly, theretore, Not & Lording is over Gods Herizage,but 
being Enfamples tothe Flecke, Now wherein are our Lord Pre- 

F 0 


lates tes to the Flocke © In their bumble carriage © To theis 
/ meekneſſe of ſpirit * Inthe maderation of their government ? In 
their continencie, and contempt of Riches, Honours, Pleaſures, Eaſe, 
and the like £ Nay are they not Exemples to the world ( farre 
be it from Gods Flocke j of extreme Pride, Ambitgon, Covetenſudfſes 
Voluptuouſreſſe, Idleneſſe, Profaneſſe, LawleJeneſſe, extreme Crue 
barbarow Injuſtice, umplacab Male, and mmtoler able Tyranny, 
le Hypocriſie , and fuch like Prelaticall vertwes and graces, the 
moſt proper and peculiar indowments., inſeperable qualities of 
their Hierarchie? Eightly, and laftly,true Elders,or Siakopachas 
with a good Conſcience feed Gods Flocke , both with thewhol- 
ſome Bod of ſound DoFtrine, and with the holy Example of a\good 
lofe, ſhall, when the chuefe _—_— thall appear, receive 4 Crown 
of glory, that faderb not away. Where 1 obſerve ewo particulars ; 
chat Jeſw Chr3ſt is the onely Chiefe or Arch-Shepheard. Of A'rkie 
imen. $0 as here 15 no place, either for Pope, over the univer- 
all Church , or Metropoluan over a whole Kingdome , or for Arch- 
relate oyer the Provinaall, or yet Prelate ovcr all the Shepheards 
yn his Dioceſe ; for then ſuch ſhould be A'rkipatmenes, the Chef 
Shepheards : but this Title and Office is peculiar to Ehriſt alone, 
and incommunicable to any other. Nor did Peter himſelfe, 
® x Pet. F.x, arogate to himlclte any ſuch Title, but was content with * of 
hn gumpresbilteras, -a Fellow-Elder, as if an equall to thoſe Elders, ot 
Presbyters, to whom he writ. The ſecond particular I note is, 
that all ſuch Precbyters, or rue Bebop: (as aforclaid) may and do 
moſt certainly expeR, and ſhall moſt ſurely receive, at the ap- 
earing of the Chief Shepheard , an immarceſcible Crown of Glory. 
Heh » here is luch a Reward, as no Lord Prelate can expetts 
& £k.16, orhope for. For theſe are rightly reſembled by $ Dives , te 
whom (being in.hell comments , and defiring onedrop of water t9 
cools bu tongue ) Abraham anſwered, Sen remember, that thou an thy 
life time receivedſt thy good things, &&c, For he had gone in his 
purple and fine lunen, and fared delicioufly every day , while mer- 
cilefly he luffered poore L1qaru to ye at bn gate full of ſorez,yecld - 
ing him no rehefe , or comfort at all, ſaving that his dogs came, 
_ licked hu Sqres, Ard doe not our Dipe/es, our rich Lord Pre 
, 


and [| 
ſierre 
them 
nog, 
tich 4 
to be 
who; 


| farthft 


Lordl 
co but 
as the 


death * 


| faithful and painful Miniſters, and of all erue Pre 


Chap.d. nene of the Lox v $ Bibops: 4 
Lates (at& which of them is poore) goe in their Ployple, $ 
Valvet, and che fineſt lynn, det: Low foover ries Reches, and 
faire dtlicioufly every day , riot induring once in their lives , wich, 
eheir good wills, to keep one extraordinary Faſt day, ſo xralat 
ate they of the obſervation of Lent, and other Emberg ; wheria 
they can fart deliciouſly with the choyeelt Fiſh, arid Frues, ww, 
Wuies,and other Cates, So as with Dnes they have their goo 
things here; Only theſe come ſhort of, ang outftrip Drugs in 
foms things : For $1Rt, Dives yer luff-red Lexarw to be layd 
at his doores : but theſe beat away the true Lazars from their 
doores, 2. Dives (uffered his degs ro ſhew ſo much compaſſions 
as to lick Lozarws his ſores : but our Lord Prelates doe let theig 
dogs at the truc Laxariyſies, to teare them wnpieces; 3» Lazer 
brought his ſores + 1th him, Dives did not cauſe them ; but our 


—Lord Pre{ate; doe fill Gads Lazaruſſes full of wounds, which they 


carry away with them , not [caping from their Gates with 2 
whole Skin ; 4. Lazar was willingly Iayd at Dives his gates 3 
but Gods Laxaruſſes iiever come to the Lord-Biebops Gates, bur 
with an ill will, when they are hayld and pull'd ; 5. Dives de- 
nyed his Crummes, to Lazar, becauſe they were ot his bread 
to feed his dogs : but the Frelates doe not onely deny any one 
Crumme of mercy, when they are offended , or to doe right 
when the Lazaruffes are injured : but they doe alfo rob,pill and 
pena. |: ipping chem of all they have, aud ſo doe not re» 
1eve,but make Lazaro, 

Againe, 01 the other ſide, Lazarisin ſome fort may bean 
Embleme of Gods true Mmiſters : For Laxarus had all his evill 
things 1n this-world : Sothe good and faithſull Mimiſters of Ged 
mult undesgoc maniold affiictions, tribulations, and perſecutions 
in che world, as our Saviour * Chriſt forewarned his Diſciples, 
and fo their erue Succefſors,- go wit, Godly and painfull Mini- 
fterrot the Word ; who find cheir Maſters words verified in 
themtelves , by manifold experince of eributations and perſecu- 
tions, Which they mainly and chiefly ſnffer at the hands of An- 
tcb iſt and his Antichriſtian Prelates; as the world it ſelte is able 
ro beare witneſſe, In the Kingdome of England at this day, 
who are the great perſecuters, yea andthe onely opprefſors of Gods 
#1 7, bur theſe 


Lordly Prelates, who will not tuffer any one, Mmifter, or orffer, 
to burrow within thtir Doceſe(at he doe but lmell of a Puric an, - 
as they call thera) but do ferrit them out, and bunt them co the 


death 


Wheze by che way it is cleare to all men, that have but 
F 2 


2 common ' 


* Luk 21-12, 
Mai. 2+-94 


45? 


v 
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4 . common ſenſe, that the Prelates (which are,and ever have been 
fat leaſt fince Antichriſt hath been aloft ) rhe moſt furious and 
fiery Perſecuters of Gods good (7 upd and people, even for Reli- 
gion ſake) are falſe Biabops , falſely pretending their Iuriadiftion 
trom Chriſt, and their Sucecſſion from the Apoſtles. They mighe 
aſwell ſay, that they have Autbority from Chriſt, ane his Apoſtles 
to «ffi, perſecute, and oppreſie all true Relgion, with all the erue 
Preachers, and Proſefſors therof, and ſo prove themſelves to be 
P Ih, 16. 2. of thoſe, of whom Chriſt foretold his Diſciples , ſas ings » They , 
thall put you out of the Synagogues, yea, the time cometh, that whoſo= 
ever fir y0u, will thinke that te doth God Service. And ſurely the 
Prelates, grounding their uſurped Authority upon Chriſt, which 
they ſo exerciſe in afflifling and oppreſſing Chriſts Miſter; and 1 
feople, miſt needs conſequently conclud2, rhat this their per= : 
—— 1 ſecutonis aſpeciall = ot Gods ſervice, To conclude, then the { 
— -Parable; as theſe Pretates have their good things here, and no= d 
# £2*9,10,27. thing is left them, bur a $ feareful expeRation of judgement and i 
ry indiguation , which chall devour: the Adverſaries , 10 as they p 
fhall nor find a drop of mercy in Hell , whe would not ſhew a al 
crumme of mercy here z but contrariwiſe ſhalbe rormented with de 
: more ſeorching flamer, then Dives, by how much their wicked- pr 
neſle here exceeded his : So Gods faithjulf Miniſters, as they a 
receive their evill things here ( and efpe cially art the hands of (] 
Antichniſtian Prelates , whofe malice arid cruelty againſt them | 
# >7 exceedeth alforher in the world) fo they ſhalbe ſure co receive th 
2 Tm. 4.3. , molt glorious and wnfading + Crown of Glory, which the Lad, T 
the Chrefe Shepheard , the righteous -— tp geve unto them , at - Nat 
that day nor to them onely, but go af thoſe that love ku Appearing. th 
. Y IS, 
_ _ — ly 
Cxar. VIL Ch 
FPherein 1 hiv ed, that the Prelates are no leſſe contrary to the Pra- _a 
Aiſe of the Apoliles ( whoſe Succeſſors notwithſtanding they pre | A; 
tend to be) then they are to ther Doetrines; as bath been proved. ge! 
Or the more cleare demonſtration hereof, we will con. I 
fider the Practiſe of the Apoſtles in a twotold notion : Is | 
1.the Praftiſe of their Mmtry : 2.the Praftiſe of their os 
_ converſation. Firſt, tor their Mmsſtry : that alſo  _ 
: we conſider in a double reſpe& ; 1. 0f Dodrine. 2, 0f Diſct- the 


pline, 


ps 


lippians Apoſile, which our Engliſh tranſlates a Meſſenger, be< 
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line. Of theſe being to ſpeake,we will firſt conſider the Fpe- 
les ewo Wayes: 1.asthey wete Apoſites : and 2. as they were 
Miniſters. Fult, as they were Apoſtles, to ſpeake i a ſtrift and 
proper ſence , they leſt vo Succeſſors behind them. For as 
Apoſites , 1. they had their 1mmediate Calting from Chriſt : 
2. they did * lee Chriſt with cheir bodily eyes : 3, they were 
inſpired immediately trom Chr:/# wich Apoſtolicall Gitts and 
Graces of the Holy Ghoſt , + which led chenmrints all ruth, o 
as their j udgement was mnfailble, they could not erre : 4. they 
were made the Pen-men of the Scripture: 5, They had 3 
ower given them eo appoint Eugugelifts to attend their Apoe 
Ficſhip inche Goſpell, roſette and water , where the Apoſtles 
bad planted, and witere they appo:ned chem; 6. They had # 
immediate direction from the Holy Ghalt wher? to preach ac 
ſuch, or ſuch 3ume; 7 Lhey had their g Commiſion imme- 
diacely from Chu/t,which was to preach the Geged throughout 
the world ,*thoug! tne t Holy Gooft did more particul Ar dat- 
ole of them to leverall Countries. Now in all chcle relpects 
the Apoſiles , as Apoſtlerleit no Succellors behind them. For 
atter the deceale of Apoſiles,and (o alfo of the Eumpels/ts (fome 
whereot wxit the Golpe!l , and ſome preached the Golpell, 
and did othec things at che Apoſtles appointment; whereot we 
{hall have occaltonto ſpeake more an0n ) their Otlice of Apo» 


files and Enangeliſts,ccaled. Sv as,never ſince they lived,have 


there]beene any Apoſtles or Euangeliſts , properly fo called. 
Though in agenerall notion all true Preachers of che Golpell, 
in aſmuch as chey haye a Calling from God, being ſent of him, 
though mediacely by the Church, may be called Apoſtols, that 
15, {ents (as the Apoſtle called Epaphrodru + A'portolon, the Phi- 


caule chey had ſeat him to him ) as they are called un the lelfe 
{lame relpeft Agpgeloi, * Angels, or Meſſengers : and chey may be 
called alſo for the ſame reaſon Euangeliits z becauſe they are 
Preachers of the Goſpell. But I Gay, ſtriely and properly the 
Apoſtles onely were called Apoſtles , andthe Evangelilts Euan- 


geliſts, for the reaſons aforclaid, So as afrer their Jeceaſe, the 
ordinary Miniſters of the Word which Ged _— to fuc- 
ceed them intheir Miniſtry , were called P# 

as Eph. 4. 11. and ſomtimes Presbyters or El: 
nds 1 , ſer over their ſevegall Congregations reipettively 
as aforeſaid)and ſomtimes ÞF wfereta , or diakows, Munlters of + AR. 2C.16- 
the Word; as the 4poſile often tyles hinaſelie, 


ors and Teachers, 
, and Overſeers, 


r 


. 


v xCo.9.1. 


+ Tohnxi6.13- 


+ 42.8. 24.09 
16.6. 


$ Ma. 28.1% 
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+ Phil.2 27. 


Revel, 1.20- 


Col, 1.22, 


| Lord Bichopy, Chap. 9. 

Te 25 inthe Second place we come to ſpeake of the praftiſe 

ef the Ape/tles,as the y were Mmiſters of the G:fpel;/whoſe exam 

ample all -we Mimeflers ionitating , ec 1aid ro betheir rue Sucs 

cefſors. Pur betore we ſpeake thereof, one ObjeRton crofierh 

us in our wav,which is this. We nored before, that one pecus 

liar priviicedge and badge of an Ajpoftlaproperly fo called, was, 

that he had the Holy Ghoſt 1m mediarely 1nfpired into him by 

Ch11/?, lo as 1t led bem imtoall ereth, that he could not erre in hig 

p!eaching, or writmg of the word of God. Now it is Ob Red, 

» Mie.2 8. 26, at the pronuſe of * Chriſts Spywnall preſence ard ſo of the Hely 

@b; con, Ghoſt, n made to the Ajoſtles, but te all the ſurcerdirg generations of 

4 all thre true Succeſſe rs tothe (ni of the wWerld. Upon v ich promſe 

(bur moſt fallels appiyed) the Pope doth build his Imagiuary 
Infailility, of a perwer of not erring in the farth, » 

For Anſvere hereunto brietly. Fuſt, neither the Pope, nor 

t[wer. any Prelate, have any thing to doe with this promiſe. F or they 

have no Calling trom Chr:/t,as hath been proved; and they are 

Antichriſts,and to led Dy another fprree, tro wit,of him,of whem 

they have their Calling yard tt-@ 15, of the great red Dragen ; as 

remaines vert further to be'cleared Secondlv,concerning this 

fromaſe made 1m mediately by Chriſt to his Apeſtles,thar he would 

be with them to the end of the wid, and thit the Holy Gheſt theuld 

lead them into alltruth: we miſt diſtingutſh between the Apo- 

files, and all Succeeding ere Manafters, Fuſt, this promiſe was 

aCtunly tullfilled rothe Apoſtles, to as they neither erred in 

their preaching , nor 11 their wniteng of the word of God , and the 

ſubſtance ot all therr preachrg (fo tarre as it 15 neceſſary tor the 

(itvation of Gods Chruch ro the end of the world ) 15 by them left in 


g&r;tung to be a1ule of our farth, and the ground of all bolyand _ 


ſaving knowledge. Now then all true Mmiſters , ſucceeding the 
Apoſties in all ages, and alſo all rae Felcevers, though they net- 
therreccave the Holy Ghoſt mmediately from Chriſt as the Apo» 
ſiles d1d,nor are any ro expect to — it in that extraordinary 
wav : -yct all rue belezving both Mnuſiers and People doe receive 
the Holy Ghajt, Put how 2? By what meanes* The ApeſHerells 
+ Gal 3.2* us, + Bythe hearry of Faith preached; that is,by verbs, \ Gefpell 
4R.1G,44-+ (which is the ground of Fauh )preached , we receive both farth, 
and the Holy Ghoſt. Now as we-received the Holy Ghoſt by bear- 

ing of Fatth preached : So this Spmit of God doth guide us into aff 
truch , by and according unto the Scriperure. And as the Welp 
Ghoſt is 'as | may ſo fy) . $ begotten in us by the Seed of Gods 
word Sewn in our bearrs (though properly we are brgorren — 
| Y 


Gai 4-19: 
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by the Holy Gbsſt) ſo this Holy Ghoſt is as it were, nouriſhed and 

preſerved in us by and througy the word of God , even as the 

tight of the Lamp is nouriſhed by the Ovie, or as the breath 

goeth with the voxce or word ſpoken ; or as the blood hath its 

courle 1n the veins , or the vital Sprree# have their Seat inthe 

heart; or as the Animall Spirits in the brame, when they are deri- 

ved into all the parts of the body in the Arteries and vemes, fo as 

all the members are thereby aRuated and moved. And as the 

Pluloſopher ſaith of natural bodres, * A'panta trephetas toil ante # Ariſtet. Ds 
tou, t'x oper e111 : Al things are nouriihed by ſelfe ſame Subſtance, (,,, "© 1, 
whereof they are begetten, Or have their bepmming or beeing : Son gue jo, 
a fort it may truly be faid , rhat « we begin Spoutnally to lroe by the Y”. 
Holy Ghoſt through Faith by the Pr, achmy of the word of God : So tha 

Holy Gboft in the ſeverall graces and operations there of u jreſerved,and 

& it were noumthed in us by the conttnnmall ymniſf1ation of the food of 

the ſame word m our Sonles. Or in a word, the Holy Ghoſt hathno 

operation 1 us,e:ther ior 1aſtrufiion, or xumination, Or c vſolation, 

or corroboration of any Grace 1n our Soules, bur in ang by zOr ACe , 

cording to the word of God. Yo as belides Gods writtren word, 

there arc n » revelations of the Spirie to be expected in Gods rue 

Church. Secondly therefore, the prom:ſe of the Holy Ghoſt to-. 

Chriſts true Chanch and Choldren, ſucceeding the Apoſtles even to 

the end of the world, 15 made good co all and <very particular 

member of Chr«/ts Myſticall body, whether Miniſters or Peo- 

le:ſo as inthe matcer of their farth, and whatſoever appertains 

co their ſalvation, they are by Chriſts SprrifAguided inte all truth, 

being led by the rae and light of Gods word, which to rhoſe that 

are in Chriſt never goes wwaccompanied with the Holy Ghoſt: 

For, even as * ſo many as are led by the Spirit of God , they are the * Rem. 8.142 
Sons of God; So as, If any man have not the Spirit of Chriſt, the ſame ME 

# none of bu : So none are ted by the Spirit of God, but thoſe that 

are led by the word of God. And theretore as Chrifts Spirit dwells 

in all his, fo his F Word alſo. For theſe two are anfeperable*; 4 1b. x 5.7. 
the Holy Gboſt teaching us no other things , but what we find 

aritten in the word of Chriſt. T'o which purpoſe Chriſt ſaith, 

When $ the Spirit of Truth # come , he will guide you into at eu th : 6 1, 16.35; 
for be thall not ſpeaks of bimſelfe : but whatſoever be thall beare, that 3+ 
Shall b- . Now the whole Screpewre 1s Chriſts word : this the 

Holy Ghoſt receiving from Chriſt revealed to his Apeſiles, or (a5 

Chriftſaith) ! he co their remembrance : and the AHpoftler + 1h, x 4.26 
commired thoſe thingsto writing (. as thagHoly Ghoſt diretted ® 14,20, | 
whcm)tfor our both jſtrafizon, and remembrance, So a5 if * = 

Spea 


v C-Þ.3. 
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Lord Birhops, Chaps 
Eprakemot according to thy word, it 6 becauſe there uy no light in them. 
Whatever $peree men bragge op not indurciug the Law «nd 
Teſtamony ot the Seriptare, at is without light, a counterfer Spirit, 2 
bing Spirze. And thus is that very Spirit of Antichriſt, and of bis 
Prelates, who to advance their own Canons and Decrees , and ro 
cry up their warped Antichriſts.or Autbority,incaking upon ther 
to be the onely vaſtble Iudger wn matters of faith { as * before w& 
have noted of our Prelate of Camt* ) as1f they had the Spirit of 
Infallzhi/t:y, and were the onely men ot Gods Privy Counſel, and 
the oncly Provilegrets not to ere : doe fo much deprefe,vilitie: 
and cry down the Authority and Sufficiencie of the Scrupture, as1h 


u were at dumbe, dead, and blind [uage, having not {o much higbe. 


1 1t,as 15 fufficient 10 demonſtrate it to be the word of Ged » but 
what it mult be beholden to the Artherity and Tradstion of the 
preſent Prelatical, Church tor. But © ye blind Grades , < To the, 
Law, and to the Teſtimony : tor while ve Speaks wot accordiag to. 
thy word, but contrarrwilc bloſpheme the ſame * it is a manutcſh. 
bgnegthat there 1s ncither :ght, vor + life in you, | 

Come we now to prokeute the remainder of the former 
particulars propounded : the lecond general] whereof 1s, the 
Practile of the Ajeſtles, as they were Miniſters of the Golpell, 
whole examp.:e all mmue Maſters imitating, are {aid to be their 
euc Succeiſors, And tult ot chis Prattife in regard of Dotirines, 
to witzin their Mwſiy of the Word,and Sacraments. Firit tor their 
Detirine, it was Luund and (incere, the very word of God, which 
they preached with all diligence, and good Conlcience ; ex- 
hortung other Mwmmiſters alio to the hike dilagence and fathful- 
wrfſe in preaching : as 2 Tim 4-1,2. 1 charge thee therefore befor? 
God, and the Lord leſus Chraſl, &c. Preach the word, be mſtant, un 


| ſcaſonyoxt of ſeaſon,$c. ] hus did the Apoſtles. Bur dot our Pre- 


lates thus © Fulſt,do they preach dihgently * Are their Sermens, 
any more, then2 or 3 teitivalls in the yeare © And doe they 
preach ound Doctrine © Nay as the Apoſtle there ſaith , They 
gall not indureſcund dofirine ; they neither preach it themlelyes, 
par permar others, And inſtcad of exhoring Mwuſters to be di- 
ligent 1n preaching ,and teachmg the people, they flatly torbid them 
tw preach io of.en, as twice on the Sabbath, or to expound the 


Catechi{me, for inftrufting the People. T hus they are enemies | 


of God: word, and ſo of the ſalvation of Gods people.. Are theſe 
men then Succeſiors of the Apoſtles 4 Again £401 the two Sacra-, 
ments,the Apoſtes adnatnitred them duly ng + Chniſts, 
gnftaq 2167 noK varying one citle from it; they ncit IG 
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any thing from ig, nor added ought of their own invention?; 
Now doth the Prelaticall Cathol Church, ( wherein that of 
England, and of Komie ave both one and the ſame, and doe profeſſe one 
and the ſame farth and Religion, as our great Prelatelaith ; noted 
detore )thus # Now Remes getratiions and additions, we all know, 
But whar hath the Prelaticaf Church of t ngland done in this 
kind 1.. Doe they not detract both trom Chniſts mſtitution, and 
from the dignzty af the Sacraments, whilethey tet dumb Prieſts, 
no better then Mafſe- Priefts, to adminiſter-* Doe they not de- 
wra& trom Bapriſme, while they doe as much debaſe it in com- 

pariſon of the Lords Supper, as they doe exalt this ( which they 


* call the Great Euchanſt ) in compariſon of that Do they not * Relats-1 of 15,3 
adminiſter that, neere the Belfrey,or Church-door, the luweſt Conf. p. 136s 


part of the-Church, as they eſtimate it: and this at the end of 
the Chancel, their higheſt part of the Church * Secondlv,do 
they not alter Chriſts inſt1tutzn by adding to the $acraments of 
their own fuperftutzous myentins % Doe they not adde an empty 
and ae y fizne of the Croſſe to Baptiſme , the o million whereof is 
no leſſe kernous, then of Baprs/me ut telte % And have they nog 
addcedalong Forme of L1turgreto the admmrftration of both 
the Sacraments * Have they not altered the Table tor the Lords- 
Supper, into an Altar tor a ſacrsfice, which 1s alſo as great a dero- 
yatzon trom the ſntticzencie of Chriſts onely ſacrifice on the Croſſe, 
4$1t 1San alteration, vea and an emibilation of this Sacrament, 
which 15 to be admuniitred as a ſupper, on a Table, not as a facrt- 
fice,on an Altar. And this they doe alfo, inimpoling a receility 
ot kneeelmg at the receiving of the Sacrament, whereby they 
overthrow the nature of a Supper. To omit eheir neceſſity of 
provate Bapniſme,and of carrving their Heft to a man on his death 


bed : would they not allo of F late yeares have brought againe + 4; jn Dy; 
into the Church of England the other 5 Sacraments of the Reomusb Coolins Boeke 


Chureb , that to the Church of England and of Rome might 1n no- 
thing be unlike 41 their pretbſe, as they are not in profeſſion, as 
our taid Prelate laith : 
ot the Apoitles © 
Secondly, for the Afoftles prafliſe in point of Diſcipline. And 
this 15 ether 1n Ordination of Muniters , og Reformation and cor- 
vettion of manners, or sm/oſition of Ceremonies. For the firſt, Orde- 
nation of Mmifters, we read, of Timothies eordmatien no lefſe by 


the ampoſition of the hands of the Presbytery, then of Paul himſelte. * 


Titw 1ndeed was appointed by Paul te ordaine Elders in every 
Cty in Creee (as was noted before ) butit he did thisalone, 
G without 


of Private De» 


4 A Benn Moana VOLLONS, or 
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rel enors Canonicall, 


Hourcs, 


Lord Briboys, Chap.s; 
without the Presbytery,4 neceſſity muſt needs be ſuppoſed, which 
15 neither Rule nor Law in prdinary Caſes. by the ways 
vs1ether Tirw and Twnethy were Diaceſen Bichops, as the Prelates 
pretend, we ſhall ſee ina more fit place. And fur Ordination 
this we are {ure of, that whoever have the charge of it, Prelates 
have nothung at all to doe with it, becauſe ( as is already 
proved) they are no lawful Munſter; of Chriſt , much leſſe Sue» 
ecflors of the Apeſtles. Againe,whom did the Apoſtles,and Pref 
bytery ordaine Mwnifters of the ward, but ſuch, as were every way 
qua ned with gifts and graces for preaching, and the like ; a3 we 

e preſcribed 1n 1 Twn. 3. Tit. 1 { They were nor like to lere- 
beams Prieſts , nor any of thoſe , whom the Prelatesdoe make 


# £/4. (6-10, Prieſts , which are * dumb dogs (25 the Propber calls them) blind 


TJ 12s 


7 47.8, 


watrchmen, that love to ſ1 ep, to takg their eaſe, greedy dogs, that are 
mever ſarssfied with heaping up Living upon Living , they fi 
themſelues with ſixong drmke, avid are good Fellows, mt good Mi- 
wiſters . Yea fuch as are truly qualined, cither Prelazes doc not 
ordaine them : or they doe afterwards, ſeeing how they prove 


paintull in their Mmjtry , put them to ſfalence, or ſnſpend and. 


perſecute them, as betore is noted. And againe Thirdly, The 
Apoſtles , and Prezbyters in their time, Ordeyned none tor money; 
tor offering whereot gy Simon Magu was accurſed; but our Pre- 
lates Qrdame tag and rag tor money , fo as the ordinary Fees 
COmeto 345,07 6 pounds, So as in point of Ordwation how 
doc our Prelates prove themſelves to be Succeſſors of the 4 
filet? Andlaſtly, the Apoſtles and their lawful ſuccefiors Ordained 
none,but lawfull Miniffers of the Goſpell : but our Prelates do 
erdaine a new Order ot Praeſts,bringing in,and ſetting up a new 
Prieſthoed, which-is Antich1i/tian , not having any foundation in 
the Scaipture. Prelates thesetore in Ordrnatzen are no Succefiors 
of the ApotHes. 

Secondly, for matter of Cen/ire, or for Reformation and core 
reftion of Manners, as torinſtance, in the Cenſure of Excommunt« 
cation, che Apoſtles, though 25 Apoſtles, they might doe of them« 
ſelres,yer as Minifters they did it uot but with the whole Cons 
gregazion; or elſe the Congregation with the Presbyters, as we ice 
I Cor.F 3, 4, 5. Inforuch, as even Prelazes themlelves, after 
they ficſt had caken footing , as being the t ime of thesr Innocency 
{ as [ may lay) oblerved this Order. So as Cyprian, who lived 
about 250. yeares after Chrifty nativity, would doe nothing in 
chis kind, without the coalenat both of the Presbytery and people. 


TI tus laſted during the 20, Perſecution: : but Peace and Profperiuy 


Sueceed i 


E 
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Succedingzit degenerated into that height of Tyremy by degrees> 
ro ch ren foie areived at this _ Secondly, Excommunt- 
cation was for weighty Cauſes,as m the ſame place; and x Tim- 
1-20. The Apoitles had no Prelates Courts, or Conſiftories, where 
they did provately by themſelves , or by a dumb Prieft Excom- 
municatt for every trifle , and eſpecially for the leaſt breach of a 
Canon, and the like (as we noted before) but che Conſiftory was 
the whole Congr:gation ſolemnly aſſembled z where no Cenſure 
was impoſed, bet for great offences, and thoſe breaches of Gods 
Laws, and of Chnits Ordinance. Nor were thoſe Cenſures re» 
mitted, but inand by the whole Congregation, atter publick ſa» 
tisfaftzon gaven by the offender to the offended. Whereas our Pre- 
detrs, in all, doe quite contrary, abſolving alſo great offender; for 
a fee, without any lignes of Repentanee, much lefle truits of Re» 
formation , and ſatizfathon made to the Congregation offended. + 
Whereas the Apoitles abſolved none, before the Congregation was 
firſt ſatisfied by , and lo pacified towards the offender; as 2 Tim. 2+ 
10, Do our Prelates thus * No luch thing, T herfore no Suc- 
ceſſor of the Apoitles. 
Thirdly, for Impofition of Ceremonies in the wor1bip of God, 
the ApoRles were1o tarre from laying anv ſuch yoake; upon Chri- 
fhans necks, Or any luch (nares for their feee, as they did utrerl 
condemne all hurnaxc Rites and Ordinances whatſoever in Gods 
ſervice , laying allo a ipeciall m_ upon Chreftszans not to put 
their necks under luch yo hes , unleſſe thereby they would re- 
mounce Jeſus Chrifft tor their onely King , and Lord over their 
—_—_— and Sevles m all matters of faxth , and the worzhip of 
God. In one Chapter (Coloff. 2.) the Apoitle beats tbem all d 
downs war they be _ lewi;h Ordinances { now aboliſhed 
under the Goſpell | or of mans deviſing, and s1mpoſing. Firſt, for y 
Iewrh ares, un he ſaith,they are * Sealers, Thick new upon *Veorſe 16.13» 
the deathof Chritt are all yaniſhed,and aboliſhed. Secondly, all 
other Rates and Ceremonies, w hich are of man; deviſing, he calls 
them # Philoſophy, and vane deeest, tradetions of men, rudiments of + vſe'S. 
the zvorld; not afecr Chrift : a + voluntary bunnlity, as worshiping of # 9:1 6+ 
Angels, and 10 Idelatry; an tntruſien into things not ſeen im Scripture; - 
ot 2 flexbly mmd vainly puft up ; whrxh ſeperate from the $ head, $ v.19 ſe 
Chriit ; they F evacuate Chnifts death, where he did gh blot owt the 1 v.20. _. 
ona, all fuch Ordmanoes , nayting it to bu Croſſe, &c, So + v.14. 
25 now to be ſubjeft ro ſuch,is to renounee Chrifts death,aud make 


it of none effett : and they * perizh with the uſing, are good for nothing V 0.23% 
Deine Jens: Sordanates 
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being after the Commandements and 
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ewmeere thew of wiſdome m will-worchip and humility., end hypocrifi 
1 not ſparing the body , and onely ſerve to ſatisfie the flech. Argu- 
ments Safficient ro anyone , that feares God, and hopes to be 
ſaved by Ieſus Chrift, to * Beware of beingS$poyled, and made 4 prey 
(as the word f1gnifieth oof being | beguiledof their reward by ſuch 
a bondage end Slavery. Thus the Apoftle ſo damning all manner 


of Rites and Ceremonies impoſed on the Conſcience in the wor-. 


sþ;p of God, ſo as he ſhews it to be a very Apoſtacy trom Chr:/t, 
of tuch as hold not the Head : with what face can our Lord Prelutes 
(the great Maſters ot all manner of Super/titzow and Idolatrots, 
' both lewich,and Heathenib, Remich and Antichriſtian Ceremomes) 
beare themlelyes to be the Succeſſors of the ipoftles, while nor 
enely they erect ſuch Superſtizzons , but with all rigour impoſe 
them upon mens Conlciences as a moſt inſupportable burthen, 
and entolerable bondage , and withall ſeverity and cruelty inflict 
terrible prnichments upon thole , thac refule to pertorme the 
Fasks of luch Egyptian Taskmaſters * Or how dare they afirme, 


\ rhacthey have {uch threir Iuriſdilion from Chriſt , while in (0. 


doing, -uſurping ſuch a Power over mens Contciences , they 
thruſt Teſw Chriſt out of his Throne © But we [hall have occaſion 
to ſpeake more of this hereafter. Thus we ſce in the meane 
time what kind of Vite- Roys of Chriſt., and Succeſſors of by Apo- 
files, the Prolates prove themſelves to be , in Lording over the 
Conlſciences of Gods people by their Superſtizzous Ceremonaes , and 
Romuh Retes. 

But perhaps they will obje& the Apoſtles determination (AR. 
xF.) concerning the Gents/es newly converted to Chriſtiantty,that 
chey ſhould abſtaine from eating of blood , and things ftrangled, 
which was a Moſaxcall Rite. To which I anſwere : Firſt,char the 
Apotlesin the $ ſame place do ſhew , that that burchen of Legal 
Ceremonies was removed by the death of Chr # , and buried in 
his Grave. Secondly, they did this , in regard of the lews,. 
which dwelt among thoſe Chriftianzs, for the time being for 

eace-l{ake, untill che f Chriftian Iews were better confirmed in 

' Che farthand knowledge of —_ 1 hirdly, rhey did it by the 
ſpeciall direRion of che + Holy Gheft , for the reaſonalledged. 
& as that example being exrraordmury, and tor the time of the 
IJofancie of the Goſpell , it is ao rule for us to follow now, 
after ſo long a ſhining forth of the Golpell, AndI1 maſs 
adde this moreover , tharthe Apoſtles did not this alone , but 
with the whole Congregation , the Presbyters, or Elders, and Bre« 

gbren being joyaced with chem, Wheicas our Prelwes, n_ 

ha 1 > . Y 
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they confeſſe that a * General Conncel hath no immediate Inſtitn-* Con.pag.261. 


fron from Chriſt to determme Controverſies ; but that it was prudently 
taken up mm the Church, from the Apoſtles examphe, AR. 15, vettor 
all their pradence in taking up that, which belongs not unto 
them, they ſhew themſelves very unfarthful, while they tollow 
not the example of the Apoſtles in determining alone , and not 

with the w hole Congreganion;/ and theretore Chriſtians have the 

lefle reaſon to _—_ their faith to Prelaticall Deerees, either in 

a General Councel, where the Pope of Rome , and of Canterbury 
are the rulers of the voſt ,/ or 11 a Convocation , where the Pope of 
Canterbury is Prime, Prumate, Metropolitan, and All,who without 

the Holy Ghoſt ( which is never givento any ſuch Antichriſtian- 
Aſſemblies ) whatever they decree inpoint of farth, or other--- 
wile, be it never ſo-erroniqus, yet they enjoyne obedzence there» 
unto by all men; as our + Prelate affirmeth. 


Bur he will not be ſo eafily beaten off from his Ceremomes : 226, 225, 
For in his $ Epyſile Dedicatory he tells the Kirg, That Ceremonies g Epait. Deds, 
are netefſary for the ſetting out of Gods worship His Great Witneſſe pg. 19-20» 

, #9 the works that our heart ſtand; right in that Service of God, to wit, 


theinward worship. Take thu away or b my it iyto contempt ,and what. 
light u there left ro shune before men, that they may ſee our Devotion, 
' nd glorifie our Father which # in heaven. And to deale clearely with 
your Majeſty, theſe thought are they, ana no other,which bave made 
me labour ſo much, as | bave done, for Decency, axd an Ordcrly Settle- 
oment of the externall worrhip of God mm the Church ; which cannot be 
without ſome Ceremonies, ; +. ' For Ceremenue's are the be /ze , that 
feare the Subſtance of Religion, 8c, And a great weakneſſe ut 1s, 1104 
ro ſee the ſtrength , which Ceremonzes adde twin to Religion ut [6!fe,&c, 
So and. much more the Pretate: Whence it appeareth,that had 
he not Cerememies to garnith his werabp of God( as he calls it the 
world could not {ee how right his heart ſtands , nor yer ſee by 
ood works; becauſe inſtead of good works perverting Chriſts word) 
Ky 
e puts his Devotion , and his Devotion itands in his Ceremoraes ; 
which he ſaith muſt not be treo few, tor then they leave hu Service 
naked , and therforeto avoyd that he mult have both a Swrplice, 
and Hood, and Cope, to cover that nakedneſſe. So as all his light is 
in his Externall worship shining forth in tus brave Gaibe of Cere- 
enonss; as that of the Pharies in their broad Phi/atteries. Yo as 
without this , men (in &uth) could not fo ealily fee the pride, 
vanity, Stuperſiivion, and bypreriſie, Which lurkech in che Prelates 
hare, and bewraycth it (elfe in his many imurntions of Swperſtus= 
#44 Cerengontes, the very Ides and 1dels of his profine heart. = 
deed 


> E. I Cor.2.9. 
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Lord B:chops, 

Antiquity was the Myſtery of Iniquity ; if that will doe them any 

—_ This we generally couched betore in the Third 
Chapter. 

But for tne Second, That the Prelacie i thi Myſtery of Iniquityy 

Jt us alittle examine whar is meant by this Myſteryof Inaguity, 

Jhis Myſtery of Imguity 1s oppoſed to the Myſtery of Godlanefſe, 


of which the Apoſite ipeaks, 1 Tim 3. 16. In1quity 15 oppo to 


God'eſſe : but both Godlweſt- and Iniquity are called a Myſtery. 
Yet i adiffercat reſpect. 1] he Myſtery of Goddimeſſe is fo called 
becanie of its deepneſle , and difficulty tobe underſtood, but 
by Gods * Sprrit revealing the fame : but the Myſtery of Imrquity 
is ſo called , becauſe Imguiry is vailed under a pretence and 
ſhew ot Godlwiefſe, by which F many are deceived , $ whoſe 
names are not written in the booke of life. As Chnft ſath, F May 
sball come 4n 1y Name, ſaying, Iam Chriſt, and shall decerve many. 
And ihus doe all Prelates come 11 Chriſls Name , while they 
es Chriſts Authority » and uſurpe Chmiſts throne over his 

eople. Audthe great Annchrift is fo called, becaule though 
he be againſt Chriſt, vert he tauth, heas for Chriſt, as being Chnſts 
Vicar ; even as Antichniſtus 1n the Greeke is a compound word, 
the Prepofition Ants ſ1gnitying both for, or mſtead, and againſt. 
And lo 1s Antchnſt, 10 pretence for Chriſt, butin prathiſe againſt 
Chriſt : and lo are all our Prelazes; as thall yet further appeare. 
And this istruly and properly the Myſtery of Iniquity. In which 
relpect rhe Twhke , aid other proteſt Fnemics of Chriſt , and 
Chriſ!1.n Religion cannot come within the compaſle of this 


- Myſtery of Imquaty, and ſo Cannot be full Anticbraſts,becaule they 


doc gunne hephale, openly, without any waile, profeſie this Ins- 
quity, of being Adwerſartes to Chrift 
Aad tor the further application of this Myſterse of Iniquity to 
the Prelates , we come to the third Propeſitzon : That, What 6 
JÞoken of the great Antichniſl himſelfe , u ſpoken of all Prelates, as 
members of the ſame Head, or as ſo many mferiour Antichriſts, though 
an themſelves great enough. I et us thcrefore ſee the properties of 
Antichnſt here deſcribed bv the Apoſile. Firft he is called, That 
man of Sine : And this 15 Antichriſt in two reſpects: 1. inre- 
Ipect of himſelfe, as being camal,, proud, covetow, ambitious, wo 
typtnons , and a moſt maticrow hater , and moſt crel perſecuter of 
rhe Samritzand $-rvents of Chriſt , a proper Sunne of Antichriſt ; 
11 he&le Sinnes ard Luſts are the proper Sinnes of a Prelate, and 
COmMmon to every Prelate , and elpecially thoſe of the latter 
Stamp , fince Artichn/? mounted aloit, now tor above 600. 
yYeaess 


Chap.8; 
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yeares,yea 2 1000. yeares from Boniface 3. Secondly, Anticheſt 
is that man of Sin, in reſpeR of others, as being aprime inftru- 
ment of cauſing others co Sin : as by giving Indulgence, Dypen- 
ation, and Liberty to men to Sin, and by ſyppreſling the means 
whereby they ſhould be kept from Sin. T he Pope 1s noturious 
for this. And our Prelates come not farre behind him. For 
they allow profane ſports on the Lords day,by which the 4th Com- 
mandement 15 broken : and that to Servants and Chlldren ſo as 
their Pargnts and Maſters may not reſtraine them; which is a 
manifeſt breach of the Fift Commandement : ſo as by this means 
many other Commandements are broken in commutting many 


Sinnes. Thus they both * breake the greateſt Commandemients, * Maths 


and teach men ſo. Againe inttcad of ſuppeſing of ſpores,they re- 
ſtraine and Suppreſſe the Preaching of Gods word, whereby men 
ſhould be kept from Sinne, and learne to hve ſoberly, right coufly, 
and godly in thy preſent world , denying all ungodlinefic and worldly 
duſts. T hus Antichriſt u that man of Stmme. 

Secondly, Antichriſt is called the Son if Perdition. For as he 
is that man of Symne : 10 by conlequence he 1s that Son of Perdition” 
and thdFin both the foreſaid reipeRs, as of Sinning, fo of Pe- 
riſhing : for as be both Sis hamſeife,and cauſes others to Fin : (o he 
both pericberh himſelfe, and cauſeth others to perisb, as 2 Theſ]. 
2. 10. And this is proper to the Pope in the firſt place , whoſe 
neceſſity of periſhing is ſuch , that himſelfe conteſſerh an im< 

Tibility of amendment. As is noted of Adrian 6. who (aid, 


* That the condition of Popes was miſcrable , ſeermg «t was evident, v Hiſt.Conc!, 
that th:'y could not dee good , though they deſired and indeavoured ut Trid hb.1, 
never ſo much. Aud Pope + Marcel flapping his hand on the Ta- 4 In Plating, 
ble, faid, 1t was impoſſible, that any one Sitting in th.1t Chaire could of the luves of 
be Saved. Ag his own Decretalls (ay, Thar sf the Pope carry with the P 


him mtllions of Soules to be tormented with the great Devil , noman 
may reprove bim. So incorrigible hers. Andchis is according 


to Chriſts laying, $ That it # cafier for a Camel to goe through the 5 Mat. 29.2.4, 


oye of 4 needle, then for a Rich man to goe into the King dome of beaven. 
And are Prelates in any better condition 9 Is pc any more 
hope of them, then of the Pope, thatever they can or will re- 
pene ? If they will repenc indeed,t hat they may not be the Sons 
of perdition, either inchemſelves, or alſo in others,. they muſt 
get them out of the Charre of Peſtulence, they muſt in cone words 
abandon their Prelacie , and Prelaticall prathſe:. Will they doe 
ehis,and ſo ceaſe both to Si nne themſelves, and to cauſe others 
£54a7 This were happy for mow. Aud tius were the onely 

econ ages 
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way to free them from being the Sons of Perdirzon , name! 


cealcing to be thoſe men of Sin, Bur if Chryſoftome ſaid of be 


lates in his dayes , that he wondred , f them could be : 
then what ar he have ſaid of the x44 imour _— 
Thirdly, Antichriſt is called of antiketmenos, that Adverſary. 
But ſtil under a prerext of being a friend ; as before is nored. 
Thus Azeichriſt 15 the grand Adverſary,s 'nivk; imenos, oppoſit, 
or ſer againſt. Bur againſt whom 4 Againit Chriſt, againſt his 
word, againſt his Mmmiſters, againſt his people even all true pro- 
Feſiors ot the Golpell,againit all erwe Rehgion. Such is the Pope, 


and ſuch are the Prelates , as their pratiles doe plainly prove, 


and openly proclaime them to be. . 

And F uns here 1s added by a Copulative , kai wpraire- 
wxenor, and He that exal:s himſelfe ( 25 our Engliſh renders it ) 
Over whom ? Over all that ®-call:d God, or that u wor:hiped, Ep 
panta, Ov:r all, or againſt all (25 ſome Tranſlation hath ir) chat # 
called God. For the Propoſition ep: may fignifie both, Bur for 
Againſt we have a'ntikermenos, oppoſite, and fo this we may take 
tor lifting himſelfe up over all that # called God , or that u wor- 
sbjped ; which we mayunderſtand ewo wayes , either over af 
Relsg1n(as before we noted)or over aff Polxcy,and Civif{ Govern- 
ment, oyer Kings, and Praxces and Magiſtrates, who are * caled 
Gods , and over the Emperour himſelfe , who is called stbaftor, 
which is venerable,or worshipfull ; and the honour of Ceſar which 
is called s2barms (a5 in the Text) over which this Antichrit ex - 
alts himſelfe. Now that this is verified of the Pope, it needs ng 

. proofe, as being as cleare as the Sun at noone day, and which 
mpudencie it ſzife hath not the tace to deny. But now for our 
Prelates , how is this verified of them © For they would ſeem 
eo be friends to Kings and Princes, infomuch as they are b 
Princes themſelves openly proclaimed to be a holy Order mo 
Chriſtianin it felfe, molt peaceable in Crvil Seater, and moſt conſo- 
nant to Mmarchie, or the like. Foran(vere whereumo : Fic ſt, 
if che Pope their Sice be ſuch an Adverſary, and ſo exalted, how 
can the Prelates be excuſed , feeing they are of che ſame Spirir, 
asthe members aKuaced by ch2 Head 2 Secondly,it Preletes be 
(as their ordinary praRiſes doe ſhew ) Adverſaries and oppoſirs 16 
Chrift,and to his wordgaſwell 25 the Pope 1s (as before is noted} 
how cantheir Hizrarchie be ſai4 robe cicher moſt Chriſtian 7 
5: ſelfe, or moſt pexceable to Civil States, or moſt conſonant to My 
marchie © Gan fach an Hiererchis be moſt Chriſtian, which is moſt 


eArichriſtian 7 Or canite practeble tor a Covil State, th a ow 
"0 


Chap.8. none of the LO RD 5 Biubeps. 


feſſeth Chriſtrawity , yea apd the true Religion » to uphold and 
maintaine {ugh as are moſt notorzaus Ad: erſarres tO Chniſt, and to 
the Gee! © Or can that be molt Crpſonant to 2 Manexcby (pro 
felling to be under Chryſt the onely Monarch, on whom all 
others depend*, and to be governed by good and juſt Lawes, 
and not by a Lawlefle Tyranny, which it felte is an Hierarchical 
Tyranny, and ſuch as Ty rannuleth over faxes, bods:'s, and eſtates © 
Or can Prelates be true Friends to Prexces, who under a falle 
vizard of Friendſhip labour to corrupt them by their flattery, 
zo make them torgert they are men , to make them dilaffeted 
with their good Subjefts, ro make them the Authors of Innovation 
in Religion , by ſuppreſſing the Truth by their publicke Edits, * 
whichtends to fill the People with deſcontents, and to ſtirre u 
$edition,and the like 7 Canyhis be ſafe tor Manarchvezor peaceabi 
for the Csv4l State, or a thing init ſelte moſt Chriſtian © Nor is 
u ſo onely with our preſent Prelates. Reyolve all Hiſtories 
lance Anixhriſts exaltation, and we ſhall find Rat meyer any gre 
Treaſons have been, cither againſt the Wees, Or their 
_— ates ( it they were En fuſer of ACA to the 
Papaecy, or Romish Religion) but either a Prelate, or ſome of his 
ſation had his finger in it. But here it may fuffice,that our eves 
have been wizneſſes of the effects of Prelaticall pranks and pratii- 
ſes, in being lo buſte and bold to bring #9 againe the oo 
Religion and atter the Gypel had taken ſuch deep rooting, So as 
# our Kjngs wiſcome had not been the greater m compoſing 
things10 a peaceable wey ( as forelecing the dangerous Conſe= 

ucnces that might have enſued y in caſe he ſhould have by a 

ong hand gone about to have reduced that Antic briſtion Go- 

vernment into that Kingdome, which zc had now caſt out | God 
knows what wotull ca/ams:zes ſuch a Warre might have pro- 
duced. Bur bleilced be Ged, tor preventing it. 

Againe. As the Pope lifts up himſclte above and againſt all 
Emperious Kings,and Pronces; yea letting his feer on their necks, 
cauling them to hold his ſtirrop , to lead his plfrey , and doe 
ſuch like Offices (as his Holinceſle Booke of Ceremontes,and other 
Hiſtories ſhew } to hold their Kingdomes in Fee from him, 
and the like : and as his Cardmalls take place of Kwngs, his Arch- 
prelazes of Dukes, his Prelates of Lords : So our Prelates (which 
come from them , and profefle ſtill zo be of one and the ſame 
Church with them,of one and the ſame Hierarchical Catholickg Church, 
of one and the (ame Faith and Religion » as before is noted ) doe 
they noc the like;according tot = Properien and degree * oo 


Lord Bichops, Chap.8; 
Antiquity was the Myſtery of Iniquaty ; if that will doe them any 
picature. This we generally couched betore in the Third 


, 


; Chapter, 


T'. 
+ Rev.13.8. 
2 I{.2.10, 


$ Mu. 245. 


But for tne Second, That the Prelacie # thy Myſtery of Imquityy 
I-t us a lutle examine whar 15 meant by this Myſteryof Inagutty,” 
1 his Myſtery of Inquiry 15 oppoſed to the Myſtery of Goalanefſe, 
of which the Apoſite ipeaks, 1 Tim 3. 16. Inrquaty 15 oppolitt to 
God{weſe:_ but both Godlweſſs and Imquity are called a Myſtery. 
Yet i adiffercnt reſpect. 1] he Myſtery of Gadlineſſe is to called 
becanie of 1ts deepnefle , and difficulty tobe underſtood, but 
by Gods * Spreze revealing the ſame : but the Myſtery of Imuquity 
1s ſo Called , becauſe Imiguiry is vailed under a pretence and 
ſhew ot Godlmefſe, by which # miny are deceived , $ whoſe 
names are n0t written im the booke of life. As Chnft ſuth, F May 
thall come 4n wy Name, |. mg, Tam Chriſt, and thall decerve manys 
And ihus doe all Prelates:come 1 Chriſls Name , while they 
nes Chrijſts Authority y and ulurpe Chmifts throne over his 
cople. Audthe great Annchrift ts fo calied, becaule though 
he be againſt Chraſt, vet he tauth, he 1s for Chriſt, as being Chriſts 
Vicar, even as Antichriſtus in the Gieeke 15 2 AIP words 
the Prepoſition Ants ſigntt\y ing both for, or mſtead, and agamſt. 
Andlo 1s Aniuchnſt, 10 pretence for Chriſt, butin prathiſe againſt 
Chriſt : and lo are all our Prelates; as thall yet further appeare. 
And :his1istraly and properly the Myſtery of Inaquity. In which 
relpect the Twke , ad other proteſt Fnemics of Chriſt , and 
Chr1/!z.n Religion Cannot come within the compalle of this 
Myſtery of In1qaty, and fo cannot be full Antichriſt z,becaule they 
doc gumne hejbile, openly, without any vale, proteſie this Ins- 
quity, of being Adwerſartes to Chraft 
And tor the turther application of this Myſterse of Iniquity to 
tlie Prelatez , we come to the third Propeſurzon : T hat, What 6 
Jpolen of the great Antichriſt himſelfe , # ſpoken of all Prelates, as 
members of the ſame HedA, or as ſo many mfertour Antichriſts, though 
an themſelves great enough. I et us therefore ſee the properties of 
Antichnſt here, delcribed bythe Apoſtle. Firſt he 15 called, That 
man of Sinne : And this 15 Antxbniſt intwo reſpeRts : 1. inre- 
Ipect ot himſlelfe, as being camall, proud, covetow, ambatious, vow 


tpruons, and a molt matictows hater , and moſt cruel perſecuter of » 


the Samtiand Srvents of Chriſt , 4 proper Sinne of Antichriſt ; 
11 hele Sinnes ard Luſts are the proper Sinnes of a Prelate, and 
common to every Prelate , and elpecially thoſe of the Jatter 
Stamp , ſince Artichri/? mounted aloit, now tor above 600. 

yYealcess 
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yeares,yea 2 T000.yeares from Boniface 3. Secondly, Antichgft 
15 that man of Sin, in reſpeR of others, as being aprime inftru- 
ment of cauſing others co Sin : as by giving Indulgence, Difpen- 
ſation, and Liberty to men to Sin, and by __Y the means 
whereby they ſhould be kept from Sin. T he Pope 1s noturious 
for this. And our Prelates come not farre behind him. For 
they allow profane ſports on the Lords day,by which the 4th Con:- 
mandement 15 broken : apd that to Servants and Chlldren ſo as 
their Pargnts and Maſters may not reſtraine them ; which is 2 
manifeſt breach of the Fitt Commandement : fo as by this means 
many other Commandements are broken in commutting many | 
Sinnes. Thus they both * breake the greateſt.Commandements, * Net S 
and teach men ſo. Againe tnitcad of ſuppeſſing of ſports,they re- 
ſtraine and Suppreſle the Preaching of Gods word, whereby men 
ſhould be kept from Sinne, and learne to lrve ſoberly, righeeoufly, 
and godly in thy preſent world , denying all ungodlineſic and worldly 
luſts, Thus Antichriſt u that man of Sine. 
Secondly, Antichriſt is called the Sem cf Perdition. For as he 
is that man of Syme :1o by conlequence he 1s that Son of Perdition” 
and that in both the foreſaid reſpes, as of Sinning, fo of Pe- 
riſhing : for as be both Sins humſelfe,and cauſes others to Fin : (o he 
both pervsberh himſelfe, and cauſeth others to perisb, as 2 Theſ]. 
2. 10. And this is proper to the Pope in the firſt place , whoſe 
neceſſity of periſhing is ſuch , that himſelfe conteſſerh an ime 
polibiliry of amendment. As is noted of Adrian 6. who ſaid, 
* That the condition of Popes was miſcralle , ſeemg «t was evident, # Fiſt Conci!, 
that they could not dee good , though they deſired and tindeavoured ut Trid.b.n1. 
never ſo much. Aud Pope + Marce{/. flapping his handon che Ta- 4 In Plating, 
ble, faid, 1t was 1mpoſſible, that any one Sitting in th.1t Chaire could of the loves of 
be Saved. Ag his own Decretalls ſay, Thar sf the Pope carry with the Popes 
him mtlions of Soules to be tormented with the great Devil , noman 
may reprove him. So incorrigible hers. And his is according 
to Chriſt: laying, $ That it # eaſier for a Camel to goe through the 6 Mut. 19-24; 
oe of 4 needle, then for a Rich man to goe into the King dome of beaven. : 
And are Prelates in any better condition ? Is there any more 
hope of them, then of the Pope, thatever they can or will re- 
pent? If they will repenc indeed;t hat they may not be the Sons 
of perditzon, either inchemſelves, or alſo in others, they muſt 
get them out of the Charre of Peſtulence, they, muſt in one word, 
abandon their Prelacie , and Prelaticall prathſes. Will they doe 
his, and fo ceaſe both to Sinne themſelves, and to cauſe others 
© 54a7 This were happy for mow. Aud tius were the onely 
+ 5. 
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| Way to free chem from being the Soms of Perdirion , namely by. 


cealcing to be thoſe men of Sin, But it Chryſoftome ſaid of Pre- 
lates in his dayes , that he wondred , if any of them could be ſaved: 
then what would he have ſaid of the Prelates imour dayes * 
Thirdly, Antichriſt is called of antiketmenos, that Adverſary. 
But fti# under a pretext of being a friend ; as before is nored. 
Thus Antichriſt is the grand Adverlary,o 4'ntvh; imenes, oppoſit, 
or ſer againſt. Bur againſt whom 2 Againſt Chriſt, againſt his 
word, againſt his Mimiſters, againſt his pooh, even all true pro- 
feſiors ot the Golpell,againit all ere Rehgion. Such is the Pope, 


and ſuch are the Prelates , as their practites doe plainly prove, 


and openly proclaime them to be. 
And Fourthly, here is added by a Copulative , kai x*praire- 
exenor, and He that exal:s himſelfe ( 25 our Engliſh renders it ) 
Over whom ? Over all that ® call:d God, or that # wors:hiped. Eq 
panta, Onrr all, or againſt all (2s ſome Tranſlation hath it) chat # 
call:d God. For the Frepolition ep: may fignifie both, Bur for 
Againſt we have a'ntikermenos, oppoſite, and fo this we may take 
tor liferng himſelfe up over all that u called God , or that u wor- 
sbzped ; which we mayunderſtand ewo wayes , either over af 
Religzm(as before we noted)or over aff Pohcy,and Croiff Govern 
ment, over Kings, and Prances and Magiſtrates, who are * called 
. Gods, and over the Emperovy himlelfe , who is called 5&baftor, 
which is venerable,or worshipfull ; and the honour of Ceſar which 
is called 55am (as in che exe ) over which this Antichrit ex- 
alts himſe!lfe. Now that this 15 verified of the Pope, it needs nao 
roofe, as being as cleare as the Sun at noone day, and which 
mpudencie ut ſelfe hath not the tace to deny. Burt now for our 
Prelates , how 15s this verified of chem © For they would ſeem 
co be friends to Kings and Princes, infomuch asgey are b 
Princes themſelves openly proclaimed to be a boly Order mo 
Cbriſtianin it ſelfe, molt-peaceable in Crvsl States, and moſt conſo- 
nant to Mmrarchie, or ths like. Foran{were whereumo : Fic, 
if che Pope their Sire be ſuch an Adverſary, and ſo exalted, how 
can the Prelates be excuſed, ſeeing they are of che ſame Spirie, 
asthe members atuaced by ch2 Head 2 Secondly,if Preletes be 
(as their ordinary praiſes doe (hew ) Adverſaries and oppoſirs ts 
Chriſt,and to his word, aſwell as the Pope is (as before is noted} 
how cantheir Hierarchie be ſai1 tobe cicher moſt. Chriſtian #7 
8: ſeilfe, or moſt pexceable to Civil States, or moſt conſonant to M1» 
narchie © Can fach an Hiererchis be moſt Chriſtian, which is moſt 
Anichriſtian * Or catic de practeble tor a Cruil State , uy - 
cliet 
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feſſech Clrifoey z yea apd the true Religion » touphold and 
maintaine {uech as are moſt notorzous Ad: py, 

the Gee! © Or canthat be mott Crpſonant to a Monarcby (pro 
feſſing to be under Chriſt the onely Monarch , on whom all 
others depend®, and to be governed by good and juſt Lawes, 
and not by a Lawlefle Tyranny, which it lelte is an Hierarchical 
Tyranny, and ſuch as Ty rannieth over fonles, bods:s, and eſtates © 
Or can Prelates be true Friends to Prexces, who under a falle 
vizard of Friendſhip labour to corrupt them þy their flateery, 
zo make them torget they are men , to make them dilaffeted 
with their good Subjefts, ro make them the Authors of Innovation 


in Religion , by {upprefſing the Truth by their publicke Edits, ' 


which tends to fill the People with deſcontents, and to ſtirre u 

Sedition,and che like 7 Canghis be ſafe tor Manarchie,or peaceabi 

for the Csv4l Stare, or a thing init ſelte moſt Chriſtian © Nor is 
ue fo onely with our preſent Prelates. Reyolve all Hiſtories 
fance Anixhriſts exaltatron, and ve ſhall find that never any greet 
Treaſons have been, either againſt the perſons of Princes, or their 
Caps! States ( it they were but ſuſpected of diſaffeRion to the 
ny or Remish Religion) but either a Prelate, or ſome of his 
fatison had his finger in it. But here it may fuffice,that our eves 
have been witneſſes of the effects of Prelaticall pranks and oy 


ſes , in being lo buſie and bold+o bring ua againe the Remnh 
Religion,and atter the Gypel had taken ſuch deep rooting. So as 
# our Kings wilcome had not been the greater m compoſing 
thingsin a peaceable way ( as forelecing the dangerous Conſe= 
ucnces that might have enſued y in calc he ſhould have by a 
ong hand gone about to have reduced that Antic briſtian Go- 
vernment into that Kingdome, which ye had now caſt out | God 


knows what wotull ca/amstres ſuch a Warre might have pro» * 


duced. Bur ble(iced be Ged, tor preventing it. 

Againe. As the Pope lifts up himſelte above and againſt all 
Emperous Kengs,and Proxces; yea letting his feer on their necks, 
cauling them to hold his ſhirrop , to lead his p.frey , and doe 
ſuch like Offices (as his Holinceſle Booke of Ceremonzes,and other 
Hiſtories ſhew ) to hold their Kingdomes in Fee from him, 
and the like : and as his Cardmal take place of Kings, his Arch- 
prelates of Dukes, his Prelates of Lords : So our Prelates (which 
come from them , and profefle ſtill zo be of one and the ſame 
Church with them,of one and the ſame Hierarchical Catbolickg Church, 
of one and the = Faith and Religion , as before is noted ) doe 
they not the 1 ” 


- 


arves tO Chriſt, and to |, 


ke,according to their proportion, and degres © Doe 
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not Archprelates take place of Dukes, and Prelats of Lord: ? Nay, 
doe they not ſet their free upon the neck of the Ky" s Laws, 
while they (though as yer de jure they cannot zyet eothey 
doe ) exempt themſelves from them,in that e':ey by their power 
in Court, and threatnings in their own Corrs, to :cintic all Pro- 
bibitions, that they dare not peep , or ſhew their Faces inthe 
High. Commſfion;as the Author ot the ® Apolegie, and Two Ser- 
mons, For God and the Kmg,hath obſerved,though he hath payd 
dearely for his mth telling 2 Thus doe they not u*prefretbas, 
highly exalt themſelves above all that 6 called God (as above Kings 
and Civil States ) while they dare chus withdraw their nec ks 
from under the obedience of their good and jult Laws , the 
benefit whereot the Kings out Subjetts fhould enjov in re- 
heving themſelves , and their emocear Cauſe from the Prelues 
unjult and tyramnicall oppreſſions 1 the lawlefſe proceeding in 
their Courts ) and fo ſet their proud feet upon the Kings both 
Laws, which are the finews, and toyall People, which are the 
members of the ſame Body Politick , wherevf the King is the 
Head Do they not herein come neere their Farther Pope, who 
trampleth upon Emperors necks , when they dare tread upon 
the Kings fees, as # the Serpent did upon Cbriſts heek * And for 
this Cauſe is the Hwerarchie, or Antichriſtiamſme, called by the 
 þ the Myſterte of tniquity. Yea the Myſtery tes a'nomias, 
Of Lawleſſeneſſe ; tor which caufe the Head of this Myſtery, to 
wit, the Grand Amichriſt,, or the Pope, is called #© anomezs; that 
Lawleffe one, which our Engliſh turnes, Fhat ws 4d. 

Loas here may fitly come in Anexhriſts Fife Title of &nomos, 
that Larwleſſe one. T his the Pope proves himalelfe ro be, as be- 
ing ſubject ro no Laws, either of God, or man. So as (he ſaith) 
he hath all Laws folded up m the Cabinet ef by own breſt , as being 
the great Oracle of the world, and the onely infallible ludge m 
matterswf Faith; at leaſt, when he Sics in Pegers Chaire; and that 
he can diſpenſe wich the Apoſii?, and the ke. Bur how doth 
this agree with our Prelares? Arethey alfo fach a'noms , ſuch 
Lawlſſe ones , as to merit the nexc placeto the Pope , for the 
Title of Amichriſt 4 Y cs ſurely , they hold a correſpondence 
with ther Syre , fo as inalt things they doe patriſare , thew 
themſclves:o be his Song. Of their [Lawleſſen:ſſe, 1n regard of 
Subje&tion ro Prances Laws, we ſpake but now, And now re- 
mainesto fhew how they are Lawleſſe, in regard of Gods Laws. 
Fir|t, their Hierarchre 5h: 27 all, nor 11 41.4 thing {as netthe? 
g:0c.ded; lo; regulated by the Law of Gol, and f Chniſt, _ 

meerly 


L 
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AM 


meerly by their own __ Canons, whichare the Laws of 


their Lawleſſe Kingdome. 


ea, and when thev [1 


{t, they have a 


Prerogative © goe either heyond, or againſt their Canons,in cate 
their luſt find nor ſcope enough. Secondly , ( as1s noted be- 
fore) they not oaely can diſpenſe with Gods Law, but dare and 
doe annihi]ate it > and make it of no axtherzzy. Forthey doe 
wnmoralize the 4th Commandement , as concerning the Sabbath 
day for Chriſtians : they allow profane Sports thereoh, which Gods 
Law hath alcogether forbidden : they forbid preaching on that 
day, which Gods word commandeth to be both mm ſeaſon | a1 out of 
faſen : they altogecrner forbid ; reaching of the Dochrines of Grace, 
which Geds word commends unto us, and commands to be 
preached : they Suſpend the ſenſe ot the Aries of Religion 
rouchingGodsfree Grace , thereby giving way to the _— 
Erruurs, which they forbid Preachers to confure, flacly again 
* Gods Commandement : they diſpenſe with the fife Commande- ; 
ment , di{ſolving the bond of obedience in Children and Servants ® Tit. 1-9 
ro the Parents and Maſters,and ſtripping thoſe Governours of their 
Authority over them, whule they give them liberty to Sport, and 
run rioe on the Lords day, and threaten all that thall dare tv con- 
eroule them. And herein alfo,they deſtroy Mans Law : tor the 
Law of the Land no where, either allows any (ach profane Sports 
onthe Lords dayes, bur flatly forbids them © or forbids Parents 
and Maſters to reftraine their yearb from ſuch profanatins, or 
eo corre#t them, if they offend, and will not obey then! Liwtull 
Commands : nor muctt lelſe hach the Law of the Land given any 
fuch power and authorrry vo any Ciort Magiſtrate, or other, to pu- 


niſh thoſe , char thalbe brough 


t before them , for exerciſing 


their lawfull avchorzty over thoſe under their charge, And we 
all know , that the Preſares had the chiete hand , nor onely in 
penning, but in publifhing that Booky for Sports on the Lords day, 


whichais an 


Chriſt » agai 


n proclaiming of Warre againſt God , againſt 
his holy Laws, againlt all bo{mefſe , againſt our 


Chriſtian vow in Bapriſme, againit the good Laws of the Land, 
and As of Parliament , and againſt the very bonds of all Civil 
and Natwrall Socreties. And thus our Prelates 41e the moſt noto- 
rious Lawleffe men (onely excepting.the Grand Antichniſt,the 
Pope, unlefle in ſome things they doe ouritrip him) that ever 
were in any Age of the world. 

Furt..er, two wayes more doe the Prelates p_ themſelves 
to be os d'nomes, thoſe Lawleſſe men. As firit, in hanging the 


Key: of Seriptnre aetheir Girdle, ſaying, that the Gredis _— 
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y Serrptine to be the word of God , deth neceſſarily depend upon the 
Anthoruy and Traditren of the preſent Church, as the prime mnducmg 
«@"ſr to that belcaf. '] his our great Prelate in his laid Book dold- 
I; af;meth, and often repeateth, laying withall, that the Scrip+ 
ture hath not light enough 1n t ſelfe, w net jufficient to thee and prove 
w folfe ro br the word of Grd. SO a5 the whole Authorry of Serip= 
twe dependiiig epon Church-Tradirzon, and Authority, 15 necel» 


" Lily made {ubject to Epiſcopal Power , and lo conſequently the 


Law of Ged contained then, fhall not be Drone, unicfle it 
picale their good Lord{hips to give their goed word lor its 
and to makei4t of lo much credit, by the vote of their Authority 
and. Tradst1ongas that men may beleeve it to be Gods Law, And 
upon this ground 1t 15, thatit the Prelates ſhall pronounce the 
4th Coarmandement not to be Moall tor the ſutisfhmp of a Se- 
venth day, vea the fiſt day ol thi weeke, tor Sabbath, a. that Sere 
vants , aid Children are not bound to veeld obedience to their 
Maſtcrs 2nd Parents 0n that day , in Caſe Cn1/ or Eceleſiaſticall 
Authority thall diſpenſe with them to be free thatday fur their 
Spor7s, chen all men muſt be cf their opinion, that thoſe Come 
22 4it,;ements are none of Geds Commandements. T he ſecond ways 
whecby Prelates doe ſhew theniſelves Lawlefſe men , is by de- 
nying the Seroprure to be Iudgemn Conneverſus of Fanb. Fol the 
laid Prelate peremptonly faith, * 1 abſelutcly make a lan full and 
Jree Generall Conncel Indge of Caitreverſucs , Ly and according to 
Scriyuures. Which By endaccording tothe Seripennes | Come un by 
the By, and ate mceie Cypheis. torbythelewords he either 
amEanes » That By and according to the Senptures. hee abſolutely 
mak 3 &c,v hich is moſt falle : * Ly and according to the Scripture 
10 Generall Councelu Indge of Coneroverſies ; Neither by and accore 
ding tothe Seniptures hath the Prelate power alſo'/utely ts make a Ge= 
#erall Conncel Judge of Controverſies : or els, by theſe words he 
doth but caſt a niyſt betore his Readers eyes tomake him be- 
lecve upon the firſt reþ&ung of his words , that be makes Scripe 
gure the Rule , for Gemera/l Councels to determane Controverſies by, 
V/hereas he meanes 80 fuch thing. For el{where he hath ſun- 

drv lpeeches to the contrary : as + The Churches Dxlaration can 
lind us to peace , and extrnall obedience, mere there u not expreſie 

letter of Scripture, and ferice agreed upon, Aud againe, If there be'a 
a jeal.uſieur doubt of the ſenſe of Seriftane » @ General Councel muſt 
judge the D:fference : one!y Seraptur: maſt be the Rule. Now it 

Scripture be dowbtfull, and not cleare , how canit be a rule to 

athwxs,to judge by £ Buiit Serienre be ſifficxntly and _ 

antly 
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damtly cleave itt it felfe in reſolving of matters of faith for ſalea- 
fien, how come men to take them to be Indges ? But that 


the Scyipemre it ſelfe ſhould be [ndge, the Prelate in no caſe, in no 
place of his Booke will allow ot that : -Onely he confeſſerh, 


ahat the Scripture # a * Tudge, but without light Sufficient : viſible, « 


but not /zemg, nor ſpeaking but by ebe Church. .Yo as the ludge 
he makes upon the matter both Hind, and dead, and dumb. As 
the + Papifts make it a daad letter , and Leaden or Leſbian Ree, 
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that ſo they may ſet the Chwrch above it , to be Supreme lIudge. p1fru. de ex. 


Thus our Prelates ( if they will allow their Primate to ſpeake 
for them |have made the Scripture , and fo Geds word of no Au- 
thority in and of itlelfe , when it muſt depend borh for its Au- 
tfority,and Senſe upon the Chnrch and that the Prelaticall Church, 
or that Catholicke, wherein the Church Prelaticall of England, and 
of Rome ,art one and the Same. Are not the Prelates then, next 
after the Pope, thoſe L awlrſſe men, branded here by the Apoſtle, 
under the name of that Lawleſſe one * 

We come now to the Sixth note of Antichriſt in the Text : 
which is. that be a+ God ſitteth in the Temple of God, sberwpug bum- 
felfe, that be » God. Now the + Temple of God, properly, accor- 


preſſo Dei Verka 


ding to the New Teſtament ( the ancient Temple of the Iews being + 1 Cor..16; 
abolithed ) 1s the Soule and Conſaence of every beleever : or true 17. 6.19, 
Chriſtian, namely a Spiernall Temple; Now all that beare bur 2 Cor. 6, 16. 


the beare name of Chriſtians, as Papiſts doe, doe alfo participate 
of the bare Name of luch , as are the erue Temples : and (o in 
that reſpe&t, Antichriſt is ſaid to fit 3n, or 14pon or over the Temple of 
Ged.For ſuting argues a Seat, Charre, or Throne, which Antichriſt 
ſers upin the Sowles gnd Conſciences of all Papiſts , Siuting and 
rain $25 King over them 1n all matters of farh, So as thus he 
makes himſclte a Sprienall Lord,or King over them. And thus 
by Antichriſts ſitting is underſtood his ra3ngneng ,as th Scripture 
doth often uſe this Terme : as Revel. 17. 1. 3. 15. and IN. 7. 
And lo in other places of Scripture, by furing, is underſtogd 
raigmng, as Heb. x.13. 1. Rev. 1. 13. Now chat the Pope doth 
thus ſer up his throne,and fir and raigne in the Conſciences of men, 
who are the Subjefts and vaſſalls of his Spiriemal Kingdome, 
himſclſe cannot, will not deny. And he fits, a5 God, that 15, a+ 
fumes and exerciſes that power and authority over the Conſcience, 
whuch appertaines to Ged, to Chriſt alone. And thus he makes 
ſhew, chat he is God, as to whom God hath committed all his 
Power and authority unto. As the Pope calls himſelfe Vice-God, 
Chrifl; Vicar, and che like, uſurping whatfoeyer Tirles of =—_ 
C 
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Chrift hath 1n the Scriperzre; as we read of Leo 10, in the Conncel 
& Lateran,calling himſeclte che Lyon of the Tribe of Indab, and the 
like. And Bellarmine bluſheth not to ſay, and therein to Blaſ- 
Pheme , #hat whatſoever © attributed to Chriſt in the os wr = 
communicated to by Vicar , the Pope. Andthus is fullfilled that, 
which Chriſt torerold, * Many hall come 1n wy Name, ſaying, 1 
am, or 1 am Chriſt, and thal decerve many. T hus for the Fope, chat 
man of Sue, that Sonne of Perdugon, who oppoſ. th and exalteth bun= 
| ife,above all tharzwealled Godyor that  worsbyped, that Lawleſſe one, 


that 4s God fits m the Temple of God, sheweng himſelfe, that he # Gods” 


Now tor our Prelates, are they not herean alſo, as in all the reſt, 
at leall perry Gods S1remg tn the Temple of God, ſhewing them- 
lelvs to be fo many Geds ? As tor their matereall Princely Thrones 
111 matereall Temple, 5 the\ have them ſet up in great Feate. Buce 
this is nothing to that Throve , which they have ſet up , 
and wherein t hev fit and raigne , over the Conſceences and Soules 
Ot Gods people ; their multnude of Canoms and Ceremonies being 
ſo many Laws by whica they rule over them , and ſo many 
bonds or Chaines , whereby they hold them in Sprruwall bon- 
dage. And thus thev fir allo 45 God, tn the Timple | Have agg. 
themſelves to be Sod, in faving they are Chreſts Vice- Roys, ann 
the Apoſtles Sweeeſſors, having Authority from Chriſt to exerciſe 
that their lun[dittion and Pogrer over Gods People, who are the 
l.ving Temples of the lurmg God, ' hus we lee all along, how 
this Army of Prieſts (as G 1egory and others call them ) the Pre- 
lates, do follow chEtr Captain and Karg Antxcbriſt Nep by ſtep, in 
all his properties here deſcribed by the Apoſile, ; 

The laſt thing we propounded here to {peake of, is, That 
Apoſtacie muſt goe before to ſirew the way , to the full revealation of 
the Myſtery of Iaquity , and ſo of Antichriſt , which Apoſtacie ws 
partly and prim-antly the Prelacze. 1 ſay, partly and promanily. For 
partlythe removall of the Imperial Seat , trom Reme to Conſtan. 
emople by Conſiantme , and partly the decoy and deelymmng ot the 
Empire , and partly the defetizon of ſundry Kingdoms trom the 

impire , made way for Anuchriſts greatneſle, to which he grew 
not but bv degices,and that through-many Ages. Yerthe prime 
foundation of his Babyloman Tower was layd in the Apeſites own 
times, they labauring to hinder it all they could, but not pres 
vailing herem, they preached and writ againſt it, and ſo fore» 
warned Gods people to beware of it. And this foundation {0 long 
agoc begun to be layd ,, was the Prelacie , or rather the Spirit 
at Prelaciey, which had 2 time of working even while wie Ap ry 
- 1ve 
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lived , and became to be as it were an Embrio er little Maſt, 
bur did not receice the forme of a body, till afterwards, and was 
long a growmy up , untill it came tothe full fature, Now (I 
fay )the fp1r1e of Prelacte was the very begining of the fpoſtacie, 
which was Aneichriſts way-maker. 

But how doth it appearezthat this fpirir of the Prelacie began 
to worke in the Apoſtles daves * And then ſecondly, how will it 
appeare , that this fmt of the Prelacy was and is an Apeſtacie© 
For anſwere : Fult, that the Prelacie began to ger life 1a the 
Apoſiles time , 1t 15 manite ſt by ſundry pl aces of Scoripeure. As 
2 Cor. 11. 20. Ye ſaffer {(autvthe Aprſtlero the Conmbians) of 
a man bring you wo bondage, *f a man deveure you , if a man take of 
youif a man exalt bin;ſelfe, if a man ſmite you on the face, Now the 

Apoſtle meanes here of thoſe immediately mentioned before, 
to wit , falſe Maſters , whem he call+ falſe Apeſtles , decrirfull 
work 15 transforming then;ſelves mto the Apoſiles of Chriſt, _ 15» 
1 hcle \ as voung Prelates) would be Apoftolic | men ; and they 
have the qualities of Prelates , they Captivate Gods people (as be- 
fore) they devoure, take, exalt theniſelves, (mate; juſt Prelate-like. 
And for brevity ( to omit ſundry other places } we find one 
pretty briske Prelaticall man 1n : Teb. 9, 10. his Name was Dic- 
grephes , and he «1d beare himlelfe according to his Name , as 
oe of Iupiters nurſlings ; his qualities are theſe * 1. He loveth t6 
bave the preemmence. 2. he receeveth not the Apoſtles,and brethren : 
3- he prateth againſt them with malicious words : 4. he neither recet= 
veth the brethren,and forbiddeth them that would : 5 .he caſteth them 
out of the Church. | oe here a pretty well grown Prelatical Child, 
2 pregnant Sparke to make a Lord Prelate of. For all his Pre. 
perties are proper to a Prelate : tor a Prelate, firſt, loves the pree. 
wminence : 2. though he pretend to Succeed the Apoſtles , ver his 
deeds ſhew, that he bates both their Dorine, and Example, per- 
ſecuring them in their true Sneeefſſors : 3. he recerverh not the bre= 
thren : vea 4. he ſo hates the very name of holy brethren, that he 
forbids all men to recerve them : and 5, he caſteth them ont of the 
Church, be playes fy g1b wuth by thunderbolt of Excommunicanon. [ 
m1ght infiſt more , and inlarge all theſe particulars : but this 
mav ſuffice to thew , that the Spirit of the Prelacie was ſtirring 
r1the wombe of the Church,even while the Apoſtles lreed. 

Nuw for the Second , itisno lefſe rue, that the Spirit of 
the Rrelacy was and is an Apeſtaty from Chriſt. This firſt ap- 
peares by the Apoſtles former words of fallmg away firfl , which 
made way tor Antichnſt, And _ began1n the Prelage ; —q 
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r\1c-Brela.y is the ſetting up of a new Church , 2 new Kingdome, 
turning Chriſt s hcaventy | ingdome 11:0 211 earthly , and the Sprite 
euall into a carnal, ani the Kingdome of Grace, unto a K angdome of 
gerrene glory, and the Church multtant into 2 Church meli2nant and 
egriunphant ( as before is noted ) and the true Carbolizke Church 
which we belceve to conſitt of all the Ele onely, Chriſts Irong 
wembeys ) into a new Catbolicke ſible Church of af nommall Ciryt= 
J'1anzr, tagge and ragge, Papiſts and others : and in a word, the 
Church f Chrift uo the Church and Synogagne of Antichnſt, Is 
nor here then a tearefull Apoſtacie, and falling from Chriſt ? 
Timecalls me off, and cheretore I muſt be very briefe. 1 will 
adde therefore bur one place more tor the proofe of this, That 
Prelacy @ Apoſtacy from Chriſt. It is in 1 Tob. 2.18; L itole children, 
115 the laſi tine, and as ye haue beard that Amntichriſt thall come, ven 
new are there many Antichriſts , whereby we know that it 4 the la/} 
tim?, They went out from wi; Uut they were not of w: for if they had 
been of us, they would no doubt have continued with us : but they went 
out , that they nught be made manifeſt, that they were not all of us. 
£oe, here is an Apoſtagre , and it is of certairfe Antichriſts, that 
were then ſprung up,cven many Amtichriſts. But how doth this 
concerne our Prelaes ? Letus looke but a little lower, and as 
before we found them wrapped 1n the Swadling Clouts of 
the Myſtery of Iniquity : So here we ſhall behold them ia the 
very ropes oi Antichrijs.. For v.22 Whew 4 lyar, but be that deny-- 
eth, that Jeſus us the Chrsſt : He#u Antichn/t,&c. Now what is it 
to deny Leſws to be the Cbriſt® Surely we mult fo take theſe words, 
as we hold the Au alogreof faith, and fo , as they croſſe not the 
Myſtery of Imquity, which we ſhewed before to be a deny ing of 
Cbriſt, under a colour of conteſſing him. Now then there 15 a 
twotold denyall of Chriſt : one 10 words,another 1n works, So the 
Apoſiie laich of luch, * They porfeſſe that they know God,but im works 
they deny bum, being abommable and diſobedzent, and unto every good 
worke reprobate. So as there 152 demall of Chrift in deeds. Pur 
what it1s to deny, that Ieſus # the Chriſt © *T his 15 a point indeed 
very conſiderable, To deny that Ieſiws # the Chriſt , is to deny, 
that Ieſus u the Auomted King. Prieſt and Prophet; Yo, as never any 
were anomeed, to all theſe 3 Offices. And th wetore Chriſt was 
ſaid to be 4 anointed above by fellows. And tor that cauſe he 1s 
called here, o* Krittos, The Anomted. New then to deny that 
Ieſw # the Chriſt , 1s to deny, that Ieſus u the one'ly King , the onely 
High Prieſt, aud eh: onely Prophet of hs Church. Burt (to apply 
This / doth the Pope, and lo our Prelates, deny that Teſw 1s = _ 
rſt © 
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” Chirſt © Yes, they do. Firſt, for the Pope, it is manifeſt, thathe 
denyes Teſto be the onlyK eng of By CMurch : becauſe himfelte 
takes upon him tobe King over the Church, ſuting as God in the 
Trmfplesf God,shewing Ho fe hure # God; 4s before & ewe? 
Secondly, he not onelvters up other Hegh-Proeefts in heaven, as 
whom he makes Mediators of Interce ſion: ard 10 he denyes Chriſts 
Hightrefthood in herwen, whoſe Othce alone ir'ts to make er» 
oy 2 wh the write, as was typed by the HyhPreefl, HR. 9. 
bur the Popealſo rakes himſclie the High Prieft on Farth , mm 
torgiving-of Sins, and in Sactificing and effering up aBreaden 
Cnrſt tor a propittatory Sacrifice, wherein allo every Maſſe-Prieft 
uſurps Chrifts PrieſtLood on the Creffe. Ard Thirdly,he dexy:th 
feſis to be the &nely Prophet to teach his Church, taking opon him 
to be the Sole Oracle, and unerring tudge 1m matters of Faith, 
T hefe might be mlarged, bur I hatten. And a word inthings 
ſo cleare,is ſufficient. Now for our Prelates : Do not they roo 
deny, that Fefus is the Chriſt £ Doe not they deny him robethe 
only King of his Chitrch , by their ufiirping of his :brone and do» 
1.tn overthe Conſciences of Gods ul e in matters of farch 
and Rulrgion, - by impofirg their manitotd Canons, and Cere» 
monies,as betore is ſhewed ? And Secondly; do they not drny, 
that Jeſws is the onely High Prieft , while themſelves with the 
Pope,and their falſe Prieſthood, take & + them to forgive Sins ? 

Yea and doe they not labour to come heme to Rome, in fetr 

up their Alav;, with their Pneffs, whietr muſt needs have aft» 
table Sacrifice, ſome Hoſt : foas thereby*Chrift ivdenyed robe 
the onely High Prieſt, who offered up himfeclte on rhe Croſfe 
once for all * T hurdly,and Laftly, doe they nor deny Teſwto be 
the onely Profber of his Chareh , white rhemlſclves nfurpethe 
Ofice of beg 1udges of the Srripture , and of rhe Controverſies 
of _ making their DiFates to be received for DoArarer, and 
their determmatzons (though in things erromous m'the Farh ) 
to bind all men to peace and obedience © Which being fo: the Con « 
clufion 15 , that as the Popes thegrand Antithnſt , ſo Prelares 
are ſo many /:tichriftsy, For (faith the dpoſite) Who # © her, be 
be that denyeth, that lefin # the Chrift 2 He Anrichreſt. And thas 
we lee , howtheſe hyprcyzces , who are fo Superſtitioufly and 
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prove themſelves notorions Ancichriſts , in dems 
Chriſt x0 be the #nly King, Prieft and Propher of by Chnrch, 
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Cray. IX. 


PPbercin the Prelates uſual Allegations out of the Scriptures , by 
them perverted, or other by them pretended, are auſwered. 


4 $ there hath been no Hereſie, nor Heveriche, ſo groſſe, 
4 but he could alledge ſome Scripezre or other tor the 
maintenance of his Herefte , it his own cammill ſenſe 
might be the Invepreter and Iudge : So our Prelater , 
though their pretended Tile of Iuriſditiion be in ſome cleare 
Scriptures {o exprelly condemned both by Chriſt and his Apo= 
files (as hath been ſhewed) as were ſufficient to contound them, 
and put them to perpetual! ſilence : yet they leave no Stone 
uaturned , under which they might find but ſome worme for 
A baite to deceive the Sunple Fuzch. And therfore where _y 
find but the leaſt ſhadow,or appearance or reſemblance, whic 
may preſent to their fancy and imagination ſome atry Image of 
ther Hieraxchie, that they ſet up tor all mento adore. Now let 
us ſee what ſtarting holes they tind out tor themſelves inthe holy 
Scripture, Furſt,they alledge thoſe Poſtſcripes in the end of Pauls 
Second Epyſile ro Timothy, and of that to Tuw : where in the 
one, Timothy is laid to be firſt Bizhop of Epheſus : and in the other, 
Titus firſt Bizbop of the Church of the Cretians. Theſe (ſay they) 
wore Dioceſan Brzhops, ordained by the Apoſtle. And here (ſay 
they )we have Scripture for it. Ergo we Bubops have our Autho- 
Tity lure Divine. ] o both which places, ] an(were : Firſt, That 
thoſe two Poſtſcript are no part of Canonical Scriprnre, or of the 
boly Text. tor (as the learned Beza hath well oblerved) they 
were not found in the moſt aicient Greek Copies : nor yet in 
the vulgar Letm Tra'lation y 60 not to this day. Theſe were 
additions of ſome Mouks , that were made ſome hundred 
yeares after the Apoſtſes. So as un leromes time they we.e not 
Extant , as the Tranſlation that goes in his Name can tellitie, 
which bath no ſuch Poſtſerips. Secondy, our tormer and anci- 
enter Engliſh Tran/latzons , though they have thote Poſtſcrapesy 
yet they are pur in a {mall charatter , different from that of che 
Texe, that all men may take notice they are no part of the Text. 
Although our All- Innovating Prelates of late,have in the newer 
Impreſſions inlarged their Phy aftenies, in putting thoſe Poſt ſcripts 
inthe ſame full charafter with that of the Text, that the Simple 
Might belgcye they are Canonical Scripeure, Thirdly, _—_ 
| _ 
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and Titw, are no where in Scripture called Biubops. Fourthly, 
Suppole they were ſuch Brhops , as the Scryperres approve ot, 
as before is ſhewed : doth it theretore tollow, that they were 
Dyoceſan Bithops, Lordmg over the Prezbyters, as our Lord Prelates 
doe ©£ Let them ſhew us that. But fittlv,it 15 cleare by Scrypeure, 
that Timethy and Titw were neither Dioceſan Byhops ; nor yer 
Bishops of a particular Congregation , ſuch as .the Scryprure Com- 
mends unto us. Not Diceſan Bisbops : for firlt,as yer there was 
no diſtribution of Dieceſe;that came in afterward, And ſecondly, 

they were not tyed to any Reſidence eirhEr Dwceſan, or Parochuall, 
And neither as yet was the Church divided into Parizhes. Now 

the reaſon why Timothy and Titw were no ſuch Brizbops, is, be- 


cauſe they were * Euangeliſts, whole Office was to attend upon , 2 Tim. 4.5* 


the Apsſiles, and to be (eur by them now to one Church, now to 
another , and that in remote Countries s* and farre diſtant one 
from another, where they ſtaved no longer , then the Apeſiles 
thought expedient, having occaſion to umploy them m other 
roemmgns we may read Ti, 1.5. and 3.12. Phil.2.19.23. 2 Cor. 

.16. 18, 19. and 12.17, 18. col. 4.7,8. 1 Theſi.3.2. 5.andin 
ſundry other places, So as Twothy and Tit, and other Erange. 
kſts, their Office was to water thoſe Churches, which the Apo- 
ſtles had planted, to comfort, confirme, eſtablub the hearts of Chrt= 
flians newly converted to the faith of Chriſt. SO as 1t Tumethy and 
Tutu had been Bisbops, either Dioceſan, or Parcchiall, then the 
Apoſtle in ſending them to this and that Cownterey, to this and 
that Church in farre diſtant Countries , thould have been an Au- 


thor of Non. r:fidence,a thing much controverted in the $ Coun- $ Hiſt, Concis. 


cel of Trent, and the beſt learned did maintaine, that Reſidence of 
Bubeps was de jtire drvino. They were no Bribops theretore but 
Euangelſts, And thus the Scrapeure it (elte ſhews plainly, that 
thoſe toreſaid Poſtſcripes are meere forgeries, and counterfeit 
ſtuffe ; though our Prelaes are glad ot any ſhred to patch ty 
their Pyde Motley Coat withall. 

Bur they alledge againe for themſelves, that Tiw gas left in 
Creet to ordaine Bubops m every City. Ergo,Ordmation of Mmnaſtcr 1 
belongs properly and ſolely to Buhops, For Anlwere : Is this a good 
Aygument : Tus Ordamned Manaſters #n Creet : Frgo Ordmation 
of Miniſters pertaines to the Office of every Dioceſan Bibop * Bur 
they muſt bring berter prootc, that Ticws was a Duccrſan Brihop : 
orherwile,I deny their Argument. Secondly ,vSuppoulezthat Tit 
did alone ordaine : yerthis being acalſeot neceſſity, and in the 
wnfancy of the Church , is it thertore to be made a Generall Rule © 

- 1 hudly » 
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Third! it they were Dr-ceſan Brebops, whom Titm ordained m 
every Ciry in Creta, then Tim v as an Arch-l5hop at leaſt, and 
no ſinall one neither , for there being an hundred Cities in 
Creet, called theretore e karompoly, the hundred-City-» He. Buc 
fer Arch-bushrps our Arch-prelate conteſſeth they are not IureDs- 
vme. Orcls, for Tir to ordaine luch Brihojs, as the Prelate 
meaneth he could a« cording to ancient Canons of Cermcels,have 
had 2 or 3 6ther _ joyned with him. Put it they had been 
Brthops, whom he 1s ſayd to Ordaine , the word ſhould rather 
have been tefriosas, or {O-to Conſecrate, then hata?teras, to ordame : 
becauſe a Dioceſan Brohep 15 not crdamed, but conſtcrated, as they 
call it ; fo as ſuch a Brohop 15 not an Order , or Callimg, as before 
1s ſhewed. Bur to ſhut up this : T:cus was no Brrbep, and ther 
fore our Prelates Argument from Ti his Ordaining of Mimnt- 
fters , 15 too weake a foundatton , to build their high Towring 
Phierarchie upen. 

Againe, they alledge the power that Timothy and Titus hal 
to Cenſure delmquents : Eygo Prelates Courts are Ture Drome. 
This Argrment 15 like the former , and concluds nothing for 
them,, Nor had Tmnorhy and Trtws their Courts and Cor ſiſtorres, 
their Apparitors z and Pwſuivants, their dumb Prieſis to fit m 
Courtto Exconmmuricate, and the ike. Nor were their Cerſures 
hike to thoſe of our Prelates ; 2s betore we have ſhewed about 
Excommunication, either tor the matrrer, or manner,or end. 

Bur Titw bad a Commiſſion 4 /etponta eptdzorthorni, to ſet m 
order the things that ave wantmg. What then ? Ergo it s an Office 
of Prelates to ſet the Church m Order , by addrmg ſuch Cerememes or 

* Fit. Dei. Canm, as arewanting. As the Prelate ſaith in his ſaid Booke, 
Py 4b that he had * raken «ll that perres fer an Orderly Settlement in the 
wo_- Church. Bur beſides the realons aforeſaid, that Tirm was no 
Dioceſmm Bichop, tor our Prelates to make their pattern by : they 
ouſt cor fider , that the fulllarirude of the ſerie of eprdiortberns 
( which our Engl:th turnes,to ſer #n Order } is to ſet thoſe things 
a in Order,or in mtegrm veſtituere, to reftore and reduce them to 
their former eſtate , wherein at the firſt they were ordered. 
Now Tem had received his re from the Afeſile fer whatſoe- 
ver he was toſer in Crder , which rale comprehended ſuck 
things as were wanting. The Apeſtle left it not to Trrw to dot 
what he would, bur o*z ego 101 dictaxamen, 25 Þ had appornted thee. 
Thus nothing will frame well, the Scriptmre will notſpeak one 
g cod word for our Prelates. 
Bur thev rake their wwe, 3nd flic to the Revelatzon, m_ 
| we 
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the Bishops are called Angels , as Rev. 1. 20. and 2.1, &c. The & 
Ange! of the Church of Epbeſus (lay — wes the Buubep , to wat, | 
the Dioceſan Bizbop. Bur firlt they mult prove that Epheſus had | 
a Duxeſan Bubop, betore they can conclude he was that Angel. 
Þor wy Anget 15 not a Dioceſan Bishop.. For then All Mmyſters 
being ca led Angels, becaule Gods M-ſſengers, ſhould be Dzc-ſan 
Bishbops, which our Prelates cry out againſt : bur it they be falſe 
Mumſters, or counterfeat Brhops, though they be Angels, yet they 
are of thole Angels of darkneſſe, which transforme themſclues : 
awo Angels of light, as the Apoſt'e ſpeakes » and which we men» 2 Cor. x1. T2 
tioged betore. Bur hath Epheſus vow gotten a Dioceſyr Bigbop 2 "++ 
What's then becoine of all th {ce Bib 74 of Eph fy, whom the 
Apoſil. cailed rogether,!. 9. 29. 15,28 { Ot waich we ſnake 
betore, How come they now allto be moulded up into va 
Angel, one Dioceſan B:thop * But our Prelates muſt bring us bet- 
eer proote from Scripture, then {o, for their Dicc:ſan Bubop, 
uplefſe they will have him fome Angel drope from the Clyde, Cal. 
And (tfauh the ApoFle) if an Ange! from heaven preach ctheruiſe, $6 
then what the Scripture teachetb, let him be accur ſed. 

But they 1magine this Angel is the Danes Lord Bizhop, be- 
cauſe he Itands ngle , and Tons » Tothe Angel of the Church of 
Epheſug,not To the Angels, 4s many. Burt doe tl e / no: know that 
it 15 familiar with the Scripture to uſe the ſingular namber tor 
the plural © Doth not every one of the ten Commandements 
run thus , Thou halt net, &c. when every Mothers Sonne is 
meant © And wv hy not ſo here * Nay itis ſo here : for though 
he write as to One, v, x. yet v. 7. he concludes the Eprſile thus, 
He that bath an eare,let him heave what the Spirit ſaith to the Church» 
es, Andſuch is the ſtyle and manner. of every one of thole 7. 
Epiſtles to the ſeven Churches : (o as under one 1s meant every 
one, yea all the Churc bes, Now will our Prelates hence cone 
clude , that becauſe an Angel here is named, and that which is 
written particularly to one. y concerneth all the. Churches : that 
therefore this Angel was the Dioceſan Bubop * Surely then, he 
muſt. be an Arck-bishop , as comprehending all the Churcher, 
And (o alſo muſt every one of the other Angels of the Churches ; | 
which would make a confuſion. But if the Prelates were not 
{clfe-blinded, they mighe diſcerne the reafon , whv the Holy. 
Ghoſt purs an Angel tor many. For thus it holds propor:zon with 
the Viſion ſhewed #0 Tobn , Chap. 1. 12. 20; 'This Viſton of 
the Seven Starres, and Seven Candleſticks, and Sven Angels,and 
Soven Churches, 1s called a Myſtery. And a Myſtery 1s 4 _ 
which 
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« Lerd Bithopy, Chap. 9. 
which comprehends moregthen is expreſſed. And fo here,when 
one Angel 15 named, we are tounderitand all the Angels of char 
Church, 40 whom , in the name of one, the Ep:ſtle u wratten : 
nor jonely to all the Angels, but tothe Churches, under the 
pame of one Angel. So as in one are comprehended many) for 
15a Myſtery :\ct one 1s mentioned(Chap.2.1. becauſe( 1 lay) 
« holds proportion with the viſion, Againe, if by the Angel 
here, tkey would have to be underſtood a Diceſan Biihop, then 
they muſt prove, that this Ovoceſan hatt. a Jawtull Calling, as 
Sent of God. Otherwile he 15no Anzel, that is, no Meſſenger, no 
Angel ſent of God. Or it thev fav, T his Angel was ſent of God, ler 
them prove him te bea Dizceſan Brihop. And thus they are 
brought into a Circle, ard cannnt tind the wdly our. 

Bur thev alledge againe, T hat one here notes wwty, which 
cannot be without a Droceſan Brshep. And therefore a Dioceſan 
Bubep was let up tor thatend, tobe a Head of witty , for the 
conſervation of Order and Peace , in Schrſinats remedumn , for a 
remedy of Schilme. Inſomuch as our Arch-prelate( as is before 
noted, holds a neceſſity of one Ordine Prins , tor the unity and 
peace of by Catholicke Church, Now tor anſwere briefly ( this be- 
1g paitly rouched betore) true it 15, that one here 1s a myſticall 
note of wnty, loas inthe Angel of the Church of Epheſus , 1s 
comprehended the whole Church of Epheſus, both Maſters and 
People. But one here doth not ſigntficone Dicceſan ws Net- 
the: 15 one Deoceſars Brahop in a Dioceſe , nor one Metropolitan m 4 
Provmce or Kingdome , nor one Ordme Primwinghe whole Ca- 
thu!nke Church,ot neceſlity to preſerve wity in the Church. Tis 
tive mdegt, that the Prelates new Catholihe Church , which is 
Prelatically, may need fuch a Head as one Ordine Primus , to pre» 
[ervC 1t un unity and peace : this being alfo very uſefull forthe 
znlarging ot the Tower of Babel , tor which the Prelate hath ſo 
laboured jor Peace in the Church of England under the Headshupof 
his Pramacy : fo as had he none to oppoſe or contradidt his 
wicked practiſes, forthe ſetting up of Popery, bur all did qui- 
etly tubmic and conforme to his Canon, his Babylon woukl goe 
up apace; and proſper ; even as * when the old world was all of 
one langnage , the Tower of Rabel went up a maine till God con- 
founted their works inthe drerſton of temgues : but the true Cen 
tholiche Church of leſus Chnſt hath one Bubop of thezr Soules, 
whach1s Chrrſt, who 1s that Ordime Priomw , that $ untes the 

' whole body, evers joynt, ard every member, that is, not onely 
eycrs particular befecver » but cyery particular Chriſtian Con- 
gregation 
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gregartion is knit to the whole , in and under that one Head" 

And ſo this Body groweth , and this building goeth up » nots 6 

ry all the mouths of contradiflien, and of malicious 

Sandballets,that ſeek to hinder it. Whereas it is not ſo with the 

buildirg of Babel. For one ſmall breath ut the meuth of God 1n 

his word , breathed by one poore Miniſter , is ableto blaſt the 

building;and therefore the bwilders ery our againſt ſich Fellows) 

As rof the Stete, and movers of Seditien. And they cannot 

be in quiet, nor their bui/ding goe up , untill ſuch make-bate3 

be filenced, or made our'of the way. And therefore they la» 

buur with the Prince (when themſelves want power and Law) c ns 

t0d e with ſuch as Conſtantine did with Arbanaſiusg. Athenafius ney? fe ove 

was the onely man , that refuſed to holdj Communion with a el. 30,146 3 Fo 

ſort of Arian Bithops ; which cauſed a great gappe in that writy 

and peace in the Church , which Conſtantine 10 much defired. 

Well, what's the remedy? He thereupon was eaſily moved to 

ſend Athanaſim away into banithment , and then he thought all 

would be quiet and in peace. But by the way, Truth muſt be locked 

wntzo m_the firſt place otherwiſe what peace © For that a talle peace, 

and the mocher of farther diſcord, tor the which eruthis loit. 

And even our Prelate himfelfe in his ſaid Baocke doth often 

harpe upon thele two ſtrings together, Truth and Peace : a good 

haz mony, were they rightly meant,and that his Trurh were not 

made of a Wolfes gut, which will never agree with a ſtring made 

of a Shceps gut, as he pretends his Peacero be. But this by the 

way. And whereas they alledge the Prelacie to be a remedy of 

Sehiſme ( Heare 6 beavenz, and hearken 6 earth ) is not the Prelacy 

the grand Schiſmaticke > 1 mean, not onely in beirg the moſt 

bulie and uluall make-bate in all Civs! States, dividing Prince 

and People,butin letting up a new and falſe Catholicke Church, al- 

together ſeperate from, and holding no communien with , yea 

excluding all Reformed Churches not Prelaticall , as no members 

of the Catbolicke ( as indeed they be not of the falſe Catbolicke ) 

all Prelacie drawing to one Head of the Papacy , aud that by a | 

neceſſi of one Qrdme Primw; as before is noted. : | 

ut tO draw to a Concluſion, 'T he laſt Alſegation which I note 

they make,1s,that S. Marke was Brsbop of Alexandria, Ergo Epiſ- 

copall Iuriſdtiion , is an Apoſtolicall Tradition , and ſo jure divmo. 

And for this they alledge the Teſtimony of lerome where he ſaith, Cor fer 24.176 

At Alexandria from Marke the Evangeliſt , the Presbyters alwayes 

ebuſing one from among thom , and placi g him in a more ernment de- 

gree,called bim Bizhop. Whereupon the Prelate thus inferres, So 

even according t2 $, Jerome, Biybops had a very anczent and honoura- 
'K blo 
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Lord Bizhops, &c, Chap. 9. 
I te Ds ſcent in the Churchfrom $*. Marks the Enangeliſt ; and thi 
re Df lerome ) was 4 Treditzon A cke. So the Prelate. But firſt 
for Iexpme, we noted his words before of ſuch Bisbops, ſaying, 
They were ſet up by bumane preſumption, and not by drome Inſ!uurn, 
and conſequently not by Apoſtolike Tradition. For Apoſtolicke Trads- 
£408 is tarre trom bumyne preſumption; SO As it 15 humene preſum 


* Enſcb, Hiſt. tion to make that Apoſiolicks Tradition. And for S' Marks, * kc. 
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clefiaſticall Story rells us, that Markewas the firſt, that preached 
the Goſpell ( which alſo he writ ) at Alexandria. But the Story 
ſaith not, that Marke was Brihop of Alexandriz. And the Prelate 
muſt marke , that he was an Ewangeleſt (as alfo Tereme ſaith) for 


he wrote the GeypcL And the Hiltory ſaith, bewes + 4 follower of / 


Peter the Apoſtle. Which it rruezit makes it more probable,that 
it was that Babylon in Egypt, whence Peter wrote his Epsſile, 
where he ſaith , The Church that # at Babylon ſaluteth you, and ſo 
doth Marcus my Son : then that Peter was then at Rome, which the 
Papiſts (to make Peter to have been at Rome; are content ſhould 
be that Babylon, from whence he writ. Andif they will needs 
have it (o., let them have it » with the whore of Babylon to boot. 
But this by the way. But be 1t,that Marke was at Al-xandria,he 
was there onely as an Evangehſt, and to doe the Office of an Eu- 
exgeliſt,of which we have Spoken before : Bizhop he was not, 
as the Prelates would have him ; for that we have already pro- 
ved to be in their ſenſe conde mned both by Chriſt, and by his 
Apoſtles, and therfore is neither an Iiſtiturion of Chriſt, nor 4 
Tradition Apoſtolicke, And therefore what ever the Prestyters at 
Alexandria began co prattiſe after Marke the Euange'i/?,in chuſirg 
and exalting one over them , whom they called a Br5hop, whence our 
Prelates derive their Ancieut end Honourable deſcint : ſure we are, 
they can never prove, that ever exther any Apoſtle delivered this 
to Marke, or Marke from the Apoſtles to the Presbyterr, to make ir 
a Tradstion Apoſtolicke. Yea this 1s a ſure and infallible Rrle m 
Divinity, That whatever the Apoſtles expreſly ſet down im thery Sacred 
writing, they never delevered the contrary by word of meuth. As the 
Apoſtle writes tothe Corinthians, ſaying + As God # true,our word 
towards you, was nat yea and nay. Now (as we have ſufficiently 
proved before)the Apoſtles, as Chriſt their Maſters forbad them) 
tarbid Prelacy to others, they exerciſed it nor themſelves, they 
diſclaimed dominion over the ſaith of Chriſtians , they brand it for 
Amntichriſtzan : therfore Prelaticall luriſdiFlion # no Apoſtolich Tra= 
ditzon : and fo no wey of divine Inſtitution. And thus the Truth 
aud Title agreeiag tugether, | end, as I began, Lord Bizhop s,ave 
non: of the LORD $ Bibops. 
FINIS. 
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RR” "Ov Call that Counſel onely good, which God him- 
4 BY (eltegiverh in his Word: and ſuch is this Coun- 
— Ii # , which 1s here given, as being taken trom 
fs WD the mouth of God [peaking in his Word. *Tis 2 
RI as dangerous thing, and mpiow too, for Mento 
megleA Gods Conncel, and tollow theirown. This is'a'figne of 2 
People given up of God : As the Lord faith, * My poople would , Plat 85755 p 
not hearken to my v0yct» and Iſrael would rone of ie”: $9 I pave thend Jal. $1 La; 
up unto their own heats luſt , and they walked in theirown C ouhſely,\ 32+ 
4:4 whar's the iſſue ot ſuch Counſels * - David tells us, and that 
with an mmprecaion, + Deſtroy thou them, 8 God, let them fall by : 
their own Councels. And this is meant of ſuch Councets efpect. * Pſal.5.1o; 
ally, as are taken not onely withour the Lord, bur agdhiſt the Lord. 
Of which D.2id alſo faith, + Why doe the Heathen age, and the = ; 
ple imagine a vaine thing * The King s of the earth ſtt themſelves, + Pſal.2, 1,2, 
and the gow take Councel rogether agamſt the Lord , and againſt by 31+* 
Chriſt : Saying, Let w breake their bonds aſunder, and caſt away 
their. cords from w, And what followeth Y He that Jitterh in the* 
heavens il all laugh; the Lord thall have them in deriſion.” Thew hall 
be ſprake unto them i bit wrath , and vex therh in by ſore diſpleaſure.” 
K3 For 


Good C OUNCEL 
For God hath fer by King , con the Lord lefin Ebriſt;- by bely 
bill of- Yon. fk Kone hath all power 4 heaven Rin earth 
given iato his hand. And he hathzas a golden Sceprer (weet| 
to governe and protect his own people, fo an Iron Rod to biea 
1n pieces his enemies, wherupon the Kingly Prophet concludes 
thus, Be wiſc now tberefare & ye Kongs, beanftiultet ye ludgetof the 
Eearth : Serve the Lerd in feare and tremblmp : Kiſſe the Soni, leaſt 
be be angry, and ye pert:b from the way, when hu wrath # hind/ed but 
@ little. And what doth more kindle Gods wrath againit a Szate, 
er Nation then to Slight and Scorn his Corncels,znd with thole 
Glaits cFold to conſyult, and confederate , and evermake \Varic 
#painſt the Lord and his Chriſt © 
And now, 6 Eng/and, thou att making a great preparation for 
Warre. But of whom halt thou taken Counce!? Ot the Lord? 
From his mouth 4 Haſt thou comſulted his Oracle, his Word? If 
7 Plc not, what ever other Cone! thou takeſt, or wollowelſt, it 1s bur 
JP +33-T0, ſ4ch, whereof David chus ſpeakes, * The Lord bringet/: the Coun« 
Fl. cel of the Heathen to nought , Le maketh the deviſes of the people of 
none effcR,and caſteth out #he Counſcls of Priucer. The Councel of the 
6 Lord ſtandeth for ever,the thoughts of hu heart to all generations, And 
F-10237 + There # no King ſaved by the multttude of an Hot , a mighty man # 
mot delwered by much ſtrength. An Horſe n a vaine thing for ſaſcty, 
neither thall be delaver aziy by bm great ſirength. Sano (laith, By 
wiſe Councel theu zhalt make thy Warre. And no Councel can be 
gfe, which is not taken of Ged, and much leiſe, whar is taken 
ot enermes againſt God, 
Of whom. then doſt thou take Comuncel for thy Warre 
| Heare, © England, examine thy ſelie, | know the Councel of thy 
> Pro. 20.5 , heart(as Solomon (aith 6 as + deep waters, unto the boirome wher= 
1417” " ofavulgareye cannot ellily pierce, But yer a man of wunder- 
* : ſanding will draw it out: Butit thou wil; uot dilcover who is 
thy Counſeleur. , certainly thy intended ations will ben ray and 
þ publiſh to the world, 

And therefore in the Second place , conſider the Cauſe of 
thy Warre, that it be zuſt. I do not meane made ſeeming! juſt 
by falſe colours, and pretences , but that it be really and truly juſt 
before God an Men,@therwiſe, thou halt ewo grand Cauſes ot 
feare, that the iſſue ſhall nor be proſperous; to wit, nor rakiug 
Councel firſt of God for thy Warre ; tecondly not undertaking ic 
ypona juſt Cauſe or quarref. 

Bur (to come 2little nearer home to the point) is the Cauſe 

| fuch, asit will beare any Conſultation, or Communzon with God: 
So 
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For the preſero State if ENGt AND. 
So as thou mayſt with a good bearf and Conſcience ſeek unto ' 
Gol, to maintaine thy Caute ? And for what ever Cauſe thou 
indendeſt thy Warre, or againſt whom, ſurcly the Caute being 
publicke, and fo concerning the whole Land, ſuch 2 ſceking ot 
God is required, as is ſolemne, publicke, and univerſall. And 
we are ſure, that as yer, © England , thou haſt hor ſought God | 
for the good Speed of his fy at and' watlike preparation ' 
And then, what good iſſue canſt thou expett for® - 
Burt thou wilt ſay , how ſhall I ſeeke Connſel and helpe of 
Gods For this,| will propound but one example.” T he whole 
I ribe of Bexjanum lto0d up mn maintenance of a molt wicket 
and prodigious tact, as that rowards the Levites Wite: He lene 
her being deadin-12 pieces to all the Tribes ot Iſrael : who 
abhorring luck a Factytirit ſent co their Brethren the Benganntes 
to puniſh the Maletattors. They refuſed, Whereupon all the 
1 nibes aſſembled. And firit they aske Cornfe! of the Lord 
which ot che Tribes,, {hall goe up firſt agatiit Benjamin. He 
Anſwers,ludab. And though the Cauſe was jrſ#,2nd God tomn- 
celled chem, yer they were expulſed with the loſſe of 22 thou- 
ſand men, 'I hey conſute God the Second time ; and that witlr 
weeping before the Lord untill even: . the Lord anſwers them; 
Goe up; yet this time allo they were beaten; and loſt r$ choufinq- 
men.. Scrange Well they mquire of che-Lordrhe third time; 
bur in a bettcr manner then before : for all'the People of 4fr act 
aſſemble co the Houle of God, weeping and faſting the who!e 
day untill even , and offered burnt offerings , and peaee off. rings 
before the Lord ; and thea asking the Lord, shall I yet againe go#to 
battaile againſt Ben) ami, or thall | ceaſe. The Lord mines chem 
the third time , Goe up, for to morrow I will deliver them #nto thy 
band, Whence it is to be noted, thattil} this Third time, thac 
they make their peace with God by burnt -offerings , and perce- 
offerings, God doth not give them-an au{were of peace, and proſpe- 
yous ſucceſſe. Hence then, © England; take thy patterne of ſrelmg 
God,aud asking Counſetof Him. Firtt,dve not firſt reſolve with 
thy ſelte to fizhe, and then goe aske of God, nor, whether thou 
ſhalt fight or no, but onely,{who hall goe up firſt. For then thou 
maylt ſpeed, as they did. Secondly, thinke it not ſufficient to 


powre t orth erares of worldly ſorrow for thy diſc ure,and ther- 
upon reſolve to renew the barzasle, tor which alſo, though they 
had an Antwers of God for it , yet it was without any Promile 
of good Succeſſe. But Thirdſ, 

. Clamcd over the Land, anda 


',a Generall Faſt muſt be Pro- 
Solemne Day mult be kept in 
| oftering 


1 + Gad-COUNCEL 
, Offering up the: burne affermg, of an bumble and contrite beart, and 
| Peace offermgs of ,reconcuration with God through faith in Chriſt, 
Joyned with a thorow Reformation of thy notorzors Sims and tranſ» 
greſſios , wherewith the whole Land is burthened and defiled. 
4 nengthen \ [Hay ) and not before (alwayes provided the Cauſe 
ot Ware be kaown to be zuſt,as that of the Ifrachtes was againſt 
the Bexar igathew Brethren ) mayſt thou with a good Cenſcie 

eaceand (ure confidence in Go1 make thy Warre, 
Bur what $1ns are thoſe,which thou muſt refarme * In brief, 
thou wult (0 England) call in thoſe wicked and ungodly Books, 
© ders, Editts, Declarations, whereby the Lottrmes of Grace have 
been fappreſſed,the Santtlification of the Sabbath crved down, Minte 
ters perſecuted , and put out of their places > much znocent blood 
hath been ſhed , elpecially of thoſe 3 banwhed Cloſe Priſoners, 
and co Summie up all u2 ont head-Sinne, to cz{t out thole,who 
aethe maine Inſtruments avd movers of all thele and other out- 
rages in the Landzto wit, the Prelates, who ( as the limbs of 
Amubrift, and tc Chriſts adverſaries) doe ot late eſpecially chal» 
* Mat,20.25, lenge tueir Lordly Juriſdiction trom Chriſt alone,* which not» 
Mark. 10. 42- withſtanding he heth expreſly forbidden as heathent:b , and ty- 
Luk.22.25, Tenmcall : and which his $ Apoſtles branded tor Antshriftian, 
4 2 Theſſ. 2, ndthe Myſtery of Inrquety., So as till theſe uſurpers of Chriſt 
» | 1 hrone, be caſt out, with all their Baggage and Trumpery of 
chew Cermonies and will-worship, be ſure, © Englend, thou canſt 
not look to proſper un any thy undertakings , be they never ſo 
Juſt : tor in matntaining thy Prelates , thou maintaineſt open 
Warre againſt Cbrzt,and his Kingdome,and (hadſt thou eyes to 
{ce it) againſt chiac own Kjngdome too, and the peace and proje 

gent) thereof, 

Bur it wilbe alledged that thy Reverend Prelatshate a Pub 
lick Faltzas being Prrztanal,, and conſequently any ſuch Refors 
matton, as atorelaid, as being all Puritanicall : that their Order 
15 molt Chriſtian, and conſonant to Crus! Government, and moſt 
agrecable wich the Monarchy; and the like. And therefore,that 
thou art bound ro detend them , veathough it be by making 
open Warre ag2inlt all thoſe, that doe withitand their Hiearchy. 
I: this be thy reſolution, 6 England, then know this tor a certamty 
that thou canlt not long ſtand : ſeeing thy ſo marntaining of chad 
An:uchnijtzan Tyranny # to wage open Warre agaznſt leſw C brſt,. the 
onely King of by Church, And therfore if this be the cauſe and end 
of thy warlike preparations , be ſure thou ſhalt not proſper. in thy 
way how art thou fo blind, as not to ſe,haw thy proſperyy muſt of 
» neceſſity 
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neceſſity be thy rene, For as Chriſt (aith, * {4 Ki divided * Mat 32.25. 


againſt it ſelfecpmer land, And ſo it the Hand wtuch confilts of 
OK domes _— one Kiog be divided apainſt it ſelfe, and 
the one Kingdome deſtroy the other , is irnort as with the body 
when the rigbe bend curs off the left 2 And ſhalt noc thouz6 Eng- 
lend , be hereby expoſed to thy falſe friends , and deadly exemars 
withour, who could not wiſh a beter g—_ for the cfteaug 
of cheir long wiſhed defire , then to [ce this goodly Hand tio 
imbrue ker hands in her c wn bowels and blood * And theretore, 
if chou haſt any ſuch deſigne 6 England, who could,who would 
corunſeland mſirgate thee uncou,but the Spirit of lexebel of Rome, 
pollciliag thy / relotes > who as thole + falſe Propbets, bid thee to 
goe up againſt Ram th Gilead, and proſper. * 

Bur it wilbe pretended , they are Rebells whom thou wile 
Warre agaioſt. Wherein Rebells* For caſting our Chriſs ene. 
miesgthule Antrhriſſian uſurpers the Prelates * Indeed thus thou 
didit deale with thoſe 3 above laid, as Seditrow Perſans, becauſe 
they convinced the Prelates of their uſurped title of Iuniſcittion 
from Chnſt, wherein they did nor in the /eaſt pownt tranſgreſſe, or 
yet ſo much as trench upon any of thyLaws,bu: defended them 
againſt the Prelates. And it in fo doing any ſhalbe accounted of 
thee to be Rebells,cercainly they whuch doe it not, are nenher 
good Chriſtians, nor good Subjects. Bur it indeed thou wile 
Warre againſt any ſuch,as Rebells, let che Cale firlt be tryed. in 
a faire and Judiciall way , a better then which cannot be, then 
the preient Parliament. Aud becaule the Prelates are Parties, let 
them be excluded out of the Court ,uull the matrer be deciied. 
For no Reaſon, that Parties ſhould fit.as Judges, as the Prelates 
did in the Cenſuring of thoke former three, chough they ex- 
cepted againſt chem in open Court. Andit {indeed by ſuch a 
faire tryall any ſhalbe found judicially ro-be Rebells againit 
their King, then make Warre agaunti them, and {pare not, and 
] could wiſh to be the foremoſt 1n the fighre. Bur if they onely 
ſtand to defend rheir ancient Reghes and Liberties and choſe good 
Laws of the Land , which as the Lipatures doe bind, umte, and 

| $i hus Suvjects crogerher : 
and which boch Prince and People are bound by matuall Cove- 
want, and Sacred Oath ro matntaine, let the Parltament determine, 
whether thas be Rebellion, or no. 

Which, all i- be determined , let me crave thy patience , 0 
Fngland, in a few words; and hearken to the Cormnſcl chat I ſhall 


give thee in Gods owh Name aud words, Aud becanie the pre- 
| 1£08 
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ſent Parliament is the Repreſemative Body of the whole Stare 
of the Land,let me tirſt addreſſe my Speech to it, now Aſſem-' 
bled in both che Houſes. Now where Gods word ſaith, * By wiſe' 
Counſel thou +balt make thy Wirre : he immediately addeth, And 
wn a mul:uude of Counceler s there u Safety. And you, molt Noble 
Senate, are a nulntude of Conncellers, whoſe wiſdome and Concelis 
requilite at this tume tor the making of Warre , or not, and 
much more , forthe making of Warre againſt your Brethren, 
and in the very bowells of the Land. Which Warre if it be 
for the Prelates Heerarcly,let me fav,as he did, F If Baal be a Ged, 
let hum plead for buf. fe, For otherwiſe, the making of ſuch a 
Warre cannot be for, ſafety : and therfore | hope a multitude of 
{uch Counſclers will never give their conſent , much lefle their 
Cerr.ſel tor fuch a Warre. bo becauſe as the wiſe Heathen 
Statelman and Orator ſaid , Iniquiſſina pax juſtrſſimo Bello inte < 
forendaeſt : even an unequall Peace 15 to be preterred before 2 
jult Warie : how much more 1s a moſt pſt and Chriſtian Peace 
W be preferred betore a moſt wijuſt and Antichrrſizan Warre ; 
Such as 1s undertaken tor the maintenance of the Hierarhy , 
whichis mecrly Antichriſtion. And miſerable are thoſe War- 
ries, that fight forthe Beatts Kingdom, and for the Dragon 
againſt che Lambe,leſus Chriſt. Any therefore to prevent this, 
hearkea to Chriſts words , Bl:ſſed are the Peace-makers : for they 
shalbe called the Children of God. And it any be charged of Re- 
bellwn, it it be, found ſo by you, let the Civil Sword of Juſtice 
be drawn, and not the bloody Sword of Warre, by which the 
anvocent may as loane (uffer, as the nocent. And for the better 
makiwg of way for Peace : let the make-bates be removed,thoſe 
Ackans of Ifracl, the erowblers and mmcendiaries of all Eſtates both 
Cvil and Chriſtian. © And who are thoſe but the Prelates £ Soto. 
mon (auth , + Take away the wicked from before the King , and bu 
throne sbalbe eſtabliched im 13ghbtcouſneſſe, This he eompares there 
( v.4.) to the droſſe purged awav from the ſilver ;_ which 15 not 
done, but by the fire. So-this Seperation of theſe wicked from 
the Kg cannot be , but by a ſtrong and a holy Feale. Anduill 
this Seperation be the Kings throne cannot be eſtablacbed mm righ- 
teouſneſſe, And as(Pro.26.20. \where no wood #, there the fire goeth 
ont : So where there u mo Tale-bearer, the ſtrife ceafleth And ſurely 
if thele Sy, cophants and Earc-wiggs were removed,we (hould 
rether heare of Warre between Prince and People , nor fteare 
airy {rvaſion of Forraiga Power. 
Burt the Prelates(will ſome lay) are by the Laws of the Land 
4 aut thoriſcd, 


- 


for the preſent State of FN GL AND: 
wiutboyiſed, and fo incorporated into the Pody of the State : So 28 


"tis no Eafie' matter eo make this Separation. Tis true indeed, \ 


that an old mbred malignant hun our , or incorporated Wenne ( as 


TInmuul calls the < and Hierarchie) is not eaſily removed | 


from the Body. But to yout comfort , moſt Noble Phyſicians) 
the Wenne hach of its own accord ſtarted out of his place}, So 
as it is bur cloſing it up,thar it returne not, For of late the Pre- 
lates have by their very claim of holding their Iurs/diFion from 
Chriſt, tallen off from, and diſclaimed their dependance upon 
either Kings Prerogative, or Law. And how ſeverely have they 
iz» their Courts of late Cenſured thoſe, that have withſtood 
this their uſurped Title,as Dr. Baſtwicke, Mr. Burton, Mr. Pryn. 
Yeaand bur the other day, and within the very ſmell of che 
approaching Parliament, was not a Learned Reader in the Law 
in the Temple,now a member of the Parliament, inhibited and 
ſuſpended from his Reading , becauſe he undertook to prove 
that Prelaticall Inriſdittion was not Jure Divo, by D.vine Au- 
thority ? So as now they having withdtawn themſelves, and 
flown off f. om under the prote&ion of Royal Prerogative, and 
Law , and having no one Evidence in Scripture for this their 
Title,which they are able to praduce : they lye naked and ex- 
poſed to this preſent Parliament, quite to caſheere and abandon 
them, and fend them with all their Pompe, Pride, Tyranny, 
and Antichriſtian Titles to Rome, from =. 1k with the great 
Antichriſt, they had their firſt Riſe and Originall. Therfore in 
Gods Name calt them out,as notorious Innovators, and enemies of 
dll Laws of God and Man; for as that * & anomos, that Lawlcſſe 
one,they wilbe tyed to none, but tramble upon all. How have 
they trampled on the ſandrfication of the Sabbath , and the mor- 
rality of the qth Commandement , polluting it with their foule 
Pawes ? How have they dared th 

that no Prol.1bitions'can be obtained for the moſt innocens 
Cauſes, ro fetch them off the hooks of their High Commiſſi- 
on © How have they trampled upon Gods word,and all the Do- 
Arines of Grace , utterly prohibiting them to be preached, 
without which Do@rines there can be no true Preaching 
How doe they —_ upon all godly Miniſters and People, 
—_—_— out of every hole, with their Beagles, So as 
what a kind of Contocation is now in becing , and what Cancns 
they will make; 1t they be ſuffered judge you, eſpecially whea 
they have ſach a Lawleſſe Pope over them, as now they have. 
Out with them thertore, out of hand, 


e Courts of Civil Juſtice, ' 
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But ſome will ſay, they are grown potent in Court, and they 
have a ſtrong Fattion and Party , ſo as they are become a Nols 
wie tangere ; and no ſooner (hall the Parlument begin to meddle 
with them , bur they will procure a hand to knock them off 
and breake up all. 

Isitſo ? Will chey do thus ? It is not unlikely,becauſe they 
have been ſuch expert praftifioners in ſuch kind of feates. For 
211 che world ſhalbe ſet in a flame and combuſtion, rather then 
vne Sparke ſhall cindge their Coat, And if ſo, what then ? 
Surely then, woe to thee, 0 England, never look tor Parliament 
more, but prepare thy necke for the Prelates Iron Yoake. Woe 
to thee,0 Scorland,inxale thy Prelates return by a forcible reenery, 
which ſhalbe my earneſt Praver, they may never doe. Nay IL 
hope,tor all ther power and pride, their Kigdom is near at an end 
1m this Jland. For Chriſt hath ſtirred up all the good Peoples 
hearts againſt chem,and their Tyranny, And now,moſt Noble 

' Senate » Chriſt requires, your helping hand , and unanimous 
votes to caſt them our. Which to effett , firſt ler a league be 
renewed between Chrift and this Kingdome, by bunnlaatzen, by 
R: tormazion, by purgation of the Land from all Romiſh Altars, 
Images , andother Superſtitions in. Churches, and from alh 
maaner of humane Inventions and Ceremonics whatſoever to 
bind the Conſcience of any man in the ſervice and wor:hip of 
our God. Then Secondly (the Prelates being caſheered) ſtand 
cloſſe tothe King , and let him know and feele the boundleſſe 
affettons of his People , in their free and liberall Contributi- 
ons , forthe neceſſary maintenance of the Stats of the King= 
dome.For nothing cau Seperate Prince and Peoples affections, 
but Prelates. 

Bue for concluſton abruptly, if cheir malice and power pre, 
vailc fo farre, as to cauſe an untimely and unhappy becaking up 
of this Parlianem,as formerly they have done,which hath been 
and is the onely cauſe of all che Calamities of the Land,which 
now is drawiug on to ter rwwme and confuſion , if not at this 
time through Gods mercy, by the meanes of th's preſent Paris 
ament prevented : now ar never take heart and courage unaitt- 
moaſly to doe your utmoſt tor the preſerving borh of your 
King and Councrey.. And.cherfore before you be di Tlved, it 

ou cangot attaine tothe eſtibliſhing of ſo many Acts , ' ©: 2. 
aſt let theſe particular Proteſts be letr record: 4 for perpetuall 
memary , anda Teſtimony to all che world , co Angels and 
Men, of your zzale for God, of your byalty to your King, and of 
your &we $0 your Gountrey , Fulty 
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Firſt, Proteſt agarnſt the Hierarchy, & an Antichriſtian Tyramy 
over the Soules, Bodies, and Effates of aff the King! Subjefts , and 
therefore ought to be rooted out , and net ſuffered in any Chriſtian 
Churcb, or Common Weale, 

Secondly, and conſequently, Proteſt agamſ? all Altars, Im 
ges , and ſuch like Popi:b 1 dolatrow Retiques , witerly unlawful to 
erefted m any true Chriſtian Church, 

Thirdly, Proteſt ayarnſt all bumane Rites and Geremonies whate 
ſoever impoſed npon mens Conſciences in the worsbup of 'Ged , as =y 
all of then Antichriſtim, bringing ints bendage mens Soules , whi 
Chriſt hath redeemed with bus prectous blood , who u the onely Lord 
of the Conſcrence , and the onely Law- greer to bu Church for all mat= 
ters of Faxth, and of the worsbip of God. 

Fourthly, Proteſt agamiſt all ſuch gentrall Taxes layd upon the 
Subjetts,as whereby both therr ancient Liberties, and the fundamental 
Laws of the Kzngdome are overtbrowne , and ſo vindate the Honour 
both of the King, and of thu noble Kingdome, that it may not be recare 
ded to Poſtenty for a Stare of Tyranny and Slavery, | | 

Fiftly,aod conſequently, Proteſt againſt all thoſe wicked Iudgey, 
which have #n ſuch miſe declared their opintons for mtcl[crable Taxes 
expreſly contrary to the Laws and Liberties of the Kingdome, as there- 
by they bave given occaſion for the betraying of all » and the bringing of 
the whole Land under _ om Slavery. 

—_ Proteſt agawn/t that Prelaticall Declaration [ct forth an the 
_ ame b:fore the 39 Articles, wherein thoſe Artrxc'es of the 

yr vp of Grace, are made voyd, and ſo all preaching of them ſup= 

ed, 
" Seventhly, Proteſt againſt that Beoke for Sports on the Lords 
dayesr, 4 whereby beth the fourth Commandement , ard the fifth arg 
moſt deſperately overthrown : as alſo-againſt all thoſe Bockes that have 
been ſer forth for the maintaimng of ſuch profar.ation, «s whereby God 
s preatly drrhonoured, and bn wrath provoked oven 10 the Spewing ous 
of fo n . atsin out of bu mouth. 

ightlv, Proteſt azainiſt all that Prelaticall Tyranny in © i 
the preaching of Gods Wirdon the Lords Ru m the pig ofng 
and other day*! in the week , and they Antichnſtzan perſecutihg and 
putting ont of all god'y «nd pawifull Minuſters, ſuch 4s will not conform 
to thegr lawlefie Ordmances. 

Ninthly, Proteſt againſt that moſt terrible and odicus theddmy of 
the innocont blood of thoſe 3 for:mentuned, now perperuall Exiles and 
Clofſe Priſoners , even their very Wives moſt lawieſly deta;ned from 
them, B11b aff their otherſevere puntzhments, one of then: bemg a Mi- 
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yer, who in diccharge of bu duty firſt preached in bu own Chureh, 
and then pub!tzhed hu Sermons in Print agarnft the Prelates noto- 
rious praftiſes and Popish Innovations , for which -he underwent pu+ 
ni: nts ſo great, py many, as no Age no Chriſtzan State can parallel; 
ſo «5 their blood dath inceſſantly cry againſt thu whole Land , as guilty 
#bererf ( though shed one(y by the Prelates infligation as aforeſaid ) 
1nii/et be purged, | 

Tenthly, Proteſt againſt that accurſed Booke , Relation of a 
C anference, &c. publizhed in Print , and Dedicated to the King, 
by the naw Prelne of Canterbury, wherem hibelyes, and ſo blat- 
phcmes God, Chrilt, bs Holy Ghoſt, the koly Scriptures, the 
Church of England , tm ſaying it # ohe and the, Same with that of 
Rome , of the ſame Faich and RAigion with that Whore of 
Babvylon., and many ſuch like impious aſſertions, tbe whole Booke 
profeſſedly tendmng to reconcile England and Rome z, and ſo to bring 
the whole Land backe againe to Popery. 

Eleventhly , If thu great and Warlike preparation be by the Pre- 
Jates Diabolicall Inſtigation ( as by no other 1t can be , except by the 
Pop? and hu leſuiter, and hu Nuncio's Negotiation have at a band 
211 2 ) to goe againſt the Scots , andf the cauſe 1halbe found to be na 
ether,but that they have abandoned,au4 Remaunded toRome all therr 
Prelates, 4s the grand Enemies of Chriſt, and bu Kingdome, and of 
the peaceable and proſperous eſtate of the Realme , and conſequently of 
the Kings Crown and Dignity; and that they ſtand for the m untenan 2 
of their juſt Laws and Liberties, the continuance whereof u the Kings 
honour ,and the eſtablizhment of bu throne: If ( I ſay\ no other cauſe can 
fuſtly be alledged , and yet they sbalbe invaded, as Rebells : Proteſt 
againſt all ay4 and aſſiſtance of ſuch an Invaſion , as. being againſt the 
r aw of God,of Nature,and of Nations,and as ms Was diretlly, 
azainſt Jefus Chriſt, #n the maintenance of Antichriſt, and bu An- 
erchriſtian Hierarchy ; and ſoſuch, as muſt needs recoyle, and" that in 
divine fury pon England ut ſelfe z, which having burned her neigh. 
bours bouſe ,expoſeth Der owns to the flames. Yea for England to In- 
wade Scotland for no oth:r cauſe m truth, then before mentioned, 
namely, for their maintaining of the true Faith and Religion of Chriſt, 
and thew juſt Lawes and Liberties , which all true Chriſtians, and 
Civil States ought to lay down their very lives for ; (as the light of 
Nature taught the very Heathen, Pugnare pro Aris ac focis ; and 
that Grecian could ſay , Atiresomaiteleutan mallon, 'e a'neleu- 
eheros $un * I chooſe rather to dye, a Free=man, then to live a Slave, 
And th: Monarchicall eſtate, governed by good Laws, was ever prefer- 
gd , and pp:ſed to Tyranny ) were to rename and give up her own 
anciens 
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ancient Liberties ,. and to betray, and perſecute , and deſivcy the tr w# 


Faith and Religion of Chriſt , and ſo ſer up and profeſſe the Infideluy 
ad Idolatry of Antichriſt , and fo wth him and bn curfed Crue, to 
goe nao perdition. The Primuczve Chriſtians under Julian the Ape» 
ſlata, ſerued bimin the Warres agamſt bu Enenues : but when he 
Commanded them to goe againſt Chriſtians, who refuſed to worsbip, or 
offer Incenſg to hu Idols, they caſt down their Weapons, acknowledging 
: 


Emperonr of heav:n. And when Saul * commanded bn Servants « 


80 fall upon the Lords Prieſts, none of them would doe it, And I read 
of a Secretary to an Empreſie, who being commanded by her to draw an 
Edift agamyg the Chriſt1ans, be ſtall found delayes ; but at length ihe 
growing mſtant upon hum for it , ſo as be could no longer delay ut , be 
$o0ke off bu Military girdle ( the Enfigne of bu ſ-ruxce ) and caſt y at 
her feet,and ſo diſcharged bumſelfe from her Court, , 

Thus, it you make,and leave theſe Ch 3/tian, zealow, and juſt 
Proteſtations among the Recods of Par/tument , 1a cale it ſhalbe 
by the malxce and wmchantments of the Pre/ates unhappily diffol » 
ved,before you.can produce them into a tull Att, and eſtablilly 
them tora Law : m_ otherwiſe ye cannot effect a rgall Ree 
formation of all the miſchictes and maladies, whichche Prelazes 
1n ſpeciall haye filled the Land withall : yer foratmuch as you 
have thus publickly , both for your own perſons , and as the 
Body repreſentative of che whole State of the Land, folemnly 
proteſted againſt all theſe things : there is no. queſtion ro be 
made , but that Gedin his mercy and. favour will accept of your 
gill for the deed it lelte , and will ſtill preſerve both you and 
your pgſtericy, and the whole Land trom deſirudion, and will 
find our ſome other way for the rooting ouc of the Hierarchy; 
according to thoſe Propheſies in the Revelation, the fulltilling 
of which cannot be farre off. . 

Now the Lord leſu Chriſt guide and govern the Kings heare 
to the /ove of God, and of hus truth, and let him clearely ice how 
miſeraby he hach been abuſed by thoſe notorious hypocrites, his 
flattering and Sycophantiſing Prelates,and ſo take off and divide 
his Noble heart from them,that being reconceled to Gel in ref 117+ 
&ng the manifold and horrible abuſes, which che Prelates,to the 
diſhonour of God, and of the King, have been the Authors and 
Inſtruments of, and being unted co his loving and loyall Peo- 

le,as the Head co the Body, in thys Body repreſenta:ive, the 
arliament: Ire may long raigne over this Land,and all his other 
Ian much peace and proſpericy. And the ſame Lord 

eſus Chriſt lo unite the hearts of thys Parliament unto God, and - 
og 
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the King , andamongthemſelyes, and ſo guide them by hd 
wiſtome of his Spirit and Grace, that they may ſiz,and conſnlt, 
and conclude ſuch rsghreouws Aﬀts and Decrees, as may be for the 
bonour of God , and of the King , for the advancement of Chriſts 
Kingdome, and the eſtabliſhment of the Kings Throne upon the 
Pitlars of good Government with juſtice and mercy, in punizrhing 
the wicked , and relieving the ffiiledand oppreſſed Innecents , as 
Devid m that Plalme penned for his Sorme Salomon , atype of 
Chnſt, prayed, faying, * Give the King thy judgemens, 6 God, arid 
thy righteenſneſſ. unto the King! Son. He gball judge thy people with 
riphteouſneſſe,and thy poore with judgement. He 5hall judge the poore 
of the people, he chal have the cln{dren of the needy , and cball breaks 
mm preces the opprefſors. Even 2s the Heathen alto ſaid of the duty 
of Kings, wiuch was , Parcere ſubjeRts, et debellare ſuperbos : T'o 
ſpare hts Subjects, and the proud beat down, And as they ſaid 
of Lulus Cſar,C.efar dando ſubl:vando,igneſcends gloriam adeptus eft: 
Ceſar by giving, relieving, and pardoning, gor himſelfe a glo- 
rious Name. And laftly, the ſame Lord leſw Chriſt, power his 
Spirit of Grace and Supplication upon al} the people of the 
Land,that being ſcnſfible both of their own Sins, and of the 
Nationall Sins of the Land, as alſo of the heavy voake of Anti- 
erbiſt, and the burthens of Fgype, wherewith thoſe Taskema- 
ſters,the Prelates, have preſſed them down', and brokea their 
backs, and made their Nees batter.,unto them , they may truly 
repent and reforme their /yves, and cry alowd to the Lord, as his 
People in Eg ype did againſt their Taskmaſters , and pray inceſ- 


| antly for the good lucceſſe of this Parliament , that it may be 
+ Cum dupli- 1, 2 Moſes ſent of Ged in the + doubling of jtheir Bricks , to 
cantur Lateres, qeliver them , from the Spirituall Fgvprian bondage of the 
Spas Mo- prelates : and dasly to pray for the King their Soyeraigne, and 
ii, 
Zun.2.2. 


for his happy and truly Religious Raigne over them, that they 
may lead a quiet and peaccable hfe in all ged/mege and hone- 


ſly. Amen Even ſo come Lord Ieſus and helpe thy poore England, 


and thy poore People theren, Ames, , 


P 


